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Dissatisfied with the situation
of human rights in Turkey

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

HAS LAID DOWN FIVE CONDITIONS
FOR THE RESUMPTION OF’

THE RELATIONS WITH ANKARA

Turkish regime’s reply to the European
Resolution: “Liars’... ‘Traitors"...
""Crooks”... “"Lackeys of the Greco-
communist plot’... “Enemies of Turk”...

The European Parliament's stand concerning the

. Turco-European relations was confirmed once more

at the meetmg of October 23, 1985, in Strasbourg:
The situation of human nghts 1in Turkey is not yet
sufficiently satisfactory to justify the reopening the
relations between the Buropean Parliament and the
Grand National Assembly of Turkey.:

Adopting a resolution very critical regarding the
situation of human rights in Turkey, the European
Parliament has laid down the following five prerequi-
sites for regppening its relations with the Turkish par-
liament;

- Abolition of the capital pumshment for political
crimes committed without violence and an amnesty
for the prisoners detained for opinion offenses;

- 5top to torture of prisoners and prosecution of
all torturers;

-End to mass trials, by replacing them by fair
trials;

- Possibility for each Turkish citizen to apply to
the European Commission of Human Rights (of the
Council of Europe};

- Lifting of all restnctions on political, social and
opinion freedoms.

This position of the European parliamentarians
constitutes a new democratic blow to the militarist
“democracy” set up by the army generals in Turkey.

Angry at this decision, the Turkish Government
as well as the pro-governmental Turkish press have la



launched a new campaign of slander against the Buro-
pean democratic forces by accusing them of being
‘“Yiars”, “traitors’, “‘arrogznt people’, ‘“‘encmies of
the Turkish nation™, “lackeys of the Greco-communist
plot™....

However, this resolution which also constitutes a
great act of solidarity with the democratic fight of
the people of Turkey has been welcomo with a great
satisfaction by the country’s democratic forces, who
are always for a complete restoration of Turco-Euro~
pean relations, on the basis of a full respect to the
human rights defined by the Europcan Convention on
Human Rights of which Turkey is one of the first sig-
natorios.

In fact, the official relations between the Euro-
pean Parliament and Turkey havc been frozen singe
the military coup d’état of September 12, 1980. This
unilateral act of the European Parliament was follow-
¢d by the expulsion of the Turkish regime’s represent-
atives from tho Parliamantary Assecmbly of the Coun-
¢il of Burope, of which Turkey is one fo the founding
members.

Nevertholess, following the legislative and local
elections held respectively in 1983 and 1984, the
Parliamentary Assembly of 21 European countries ap-
proved, at its plenary session of May 8, 1984, the
credentials of the Turkish delegation and reintegrated
the representatives of the militarist “democracy” in
the hemicycle of Strascourg, after a 3-year interval.

Encouraged by this premature decision of the
Council of Europe, the Turkish regime has hoped since
then that the European Parliament, too, would put up
with the disrespect for human rights in Turkoy, by re-
opeoning its relations with the new Turkish Parliament,

Before putting this matter on its agenda, the Po~
litical Affairs Committee of the Buropean Patliament
charged the British Labour Deputy, Mr, Richard Balfe,
with carrying out a fact-finding mission to Turkey.
During his visit to Turkey from May 12 to 17, Mr
Balfe was not authorized to visit prisons and to have
talks with the officials of the rogime,

MOTIVES OF THE RESOLUTION

In his report drawn up in the name of the Politic-
al Affairs Committee the rapportcur Richard Balfe
exposed the summary of the facts he had found as
foliows:

“"A considerable volume fo ovidencs, written and
oral was received by your rapporteur during the cn-
quiry. In particular, it was clear from the outset that
1t would be impossible to complote tho report without
making a visit to Turkey in order to obtain an up-to-
date properly informed picture of the human rights
situation. This decision was authorised by the Bureau
of the Parlinment on 12th March 1985, The decision
specified that there should be no impediment to your
rapporteur making whatever contacts he wished, No
difficulty was experienced in this respect, as a com-
munication from the Turkish Ambassador to the
Communities dated 10 May 1985 makes clear. How-
evor, your rapporteur has to record that, equally, no
facilities were given by the Turkish government com-
parable to those accorded to provious rapporteurs and
even to individuat Members of the Parliament visiting
Turkey under their own auspices. These facilities were
requested woll in advance of the visit by your rappor-
teur who was given to understand, particularly at a
meeting with a visiting Delegation of Turkish Parlia-
mentarians to Strasbourg in April, that such faeilitios
would be accorded. It was only at the very last mo-
ment, on the eve of the visit, that a Telex message
was recclved from the Turkish Ambassador to the
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Communities saying that it would not be feasible for
these facilities, such as meetings with Ministers and
Civil Servants, to be granted.

However, despite these difficuities a full program-
me for the visit was carried out between 13th and 17th
May by your rapportour who was accompanied by Mr
John Taylor, Director General of the Human Rights
Service of the Parliament, For tho successful arrang-
ement of this programme, much credit must go to Mr
Gwyn Morgan, who spared no effort to make high-
level appointments covering the whole of this compli-
cated subject at very short notice. Your rapporteur
would like to convey his gratitude both to Mr Morgan
and to the Commission who made his services availablo.
As a result, your rapporteur was able to hold talks
with the leaders of all five major political parties in
Turkey, inchz:ding the ruling Motherland Party. A most
important exception to the political contacts, however,
wa$ any representative from the Turkish Communist
Party, This party is banned; most of its leaders are in
prison and trials of its members are still continuing.
For similar reasons, other political parties, particular-
ly, the Turkish Workers Party (TIP), were unable to
have tho opportunity of making representations to
your rapporteur when he was in TFurkey. However,
representations fromn these parties have since been
recelved on their behalf from Holland and Britain
respectively. Meetings were also arranged with trade
union leaders, again both recognised and not recognis-
od and in some cases banned by the régime; together
with lawyers, journalists, international and national
civil servants, members of diplomatic missions, ex-
prisoners and relatives of prisoners, and with numerous
other witnossos. Altogether, a total of over 100 sopar-
ate groups and individuals in Turkey were interviewed.
It should be recorded that many of the witnesses in-
side Turkey cxpressed serious concern to your rap-
porteur gbout the consegquences to themselves and
their families should this material becomo known to
the Turkish authorities and should their identities be
revealed. For this rcason roferences to these sources
have been ommitted from the report.»

During the plenary session of the Furopean Par-
liament in Strasbourg, the facts exposed by Mr, Balfe
{even the fact that Turkey, with anaverage of 171 pol-
itical detainces for 100,000 inhabitants, holds a Eurc-
pean record on the matter of repression) did not pre-
vent the reprosentatives of the Buropean Right from
demanding the restoration of the relations with Tur-
key, under the pretext that ‘‘some sensible develop-
ment was accomplished in that country”, *Do not we
maintain relations with the COMECON countries or
with Uganda, whore the violation of human rights has
surpassed the imagination,’ said a British conservative
Mr. Prag. If his arguraonts were taken into considera-
tion, the Resolution would be transformed into a text
of passionate congratulations to the Turkish regime,

In fact, the Liberals, the Christian-Democssts and
the Conservatives, during the voting, tabled many
amendmonts with the purpose of reopening relations
with the Turkish regime, in one way or another. All
these efforts of the European Right corresponded to
the will of some European governments, especially to
that of the FRG and the Great Britoin,

However, in spite of these propositions of amend-
inents and the lobbying of the representatives of the
Turkish regime, the Buropean Parliament adopted the
Resolution on the situation of human rights in Tur-
key, without any important changement. Out of 287
present members of Parliament, 159 voted for the
Resolution, 119 against and 10 absteincd. The result
of the voting has beon a rout for the Turkish regime
as well as for the European Right,

A
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RESOLUTICN ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN TURKEY

The European Parliament,

- having regard to the following rotions for reso-
lutions:

- motion for a resolution tabled by Mrs Van He-
meldonck on the imprisonment of Silleyman Yasar
{Doc. 2-556/84)

-motion for a resolution tabled by Mr Xuijpers
and Mr Vandemeulebroucke on the trial of 56 intul-
lectuals in Turkey (Doc. 2-568/84)

- motion for a resolution tabled by Mr Staes on
the fourth anniversary of the coming to power of the
military regime in Turkey and events there condoned
of instigated by the Turkish Govermment (Doc. 2-595/
84)

- motion for a resolution tabled by Mr Simpson
on torture and death sentences in Turkey (Doc. 2-
1492/84)

- motion for a resolution tabled by Mrs Lizin on
the imrisonment in Turkey oi Mr Tamer Kayas (Doc.
2-1521/84)

- motion for a resolution tabled by Mr Vande-
rmeulcbroucke and Mr Kuijpers on thc fatc of the
Kurdish minorities in Turkey (Doc. B 2-63/85)

- motion for a resolution tablcd by Air Ulburghs
on the alarming situation of Kurdish prisoners in
Turkey (Doc. B 2-89/85)

- motion for a regolution tabled by bir Ne Gucht
on the abolition of the death penalty in Turkey (Doc,
B 2-413/85)

- motion for a resolution tabled by Mrs Hoff and
Mr Fellermaier or the death of Fikri S6nuncz, Mayor
of Fatsa, Turkey (Doc. B 2-530/85)

- having regard to the report of its Political Affairs
Committee (Doc. A 2-117/85)

A, recalling that no fewer than 11 resolutions ex-
pressing concern about the human rights situation in
Turkey have been passed by the Parliament since the
‘coup d'&tet’ in September 198G, and that nuors than
20 motions for resolutions to this effect have been
tatled during the same period by Mombers from
many different political groups,

B, recalling also the decision of the Parliament of
11 October 1984, sponsored by all the political yroups,
‘that the Delcgation of the Europoean Parliaincnt /Grand
National Assembly of Turkey Joint Committee will
not be set up until the Association Agreement is im-
plemented once again and until the European Parlia-
ment has reconsidered the situation in Turkey' (Sec
0O No. C300,12.11.1984, p. 49-50)

C. noting also that ailcgations of breaches of the
provisions of thc Europcan Convention on Human
Rights by Turkey have bheon formally tablad, under
Article 24 of the Convention, by five countries {Den-
mark, France, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden), og
which three are members of the European Cominuni-
ties; and that these allepations have been referred to
the European Commission on [Iuman Rights, which
has not yet reached a decision on this matter, but in
an interim ruling on 6 December 1983, without in
any way prejudging the merits of the case, declared
the applications admissibie,

D. recalling that a rapporteur appointed by the
Political Afifaires Committee visited Turkey, under
the authority of the Durcau of the Parlisment, Lo
prepare a report on the human rights situation, and
had full discussicns there with loaders of political
partics and members of the Grand National Assembly
as well as with other ieading poiiticians, and with tradc
union loaders, lawyers, jounalists, intcrnational and

national civil servants, members of diplomatic missions
ex-prisoners and relatives of prisoners and with numer-
ous other witnessos,

E. welcoming the rapporteur’s finding that some
progress has been made towards the restoration of
human rights in Turkey and that there appeared to be
a widespread recognition of the need for further such
reforms,

F. regretting, however, that these improvements
did not appear to amount to the return to democracy
and respect for human rights called for in the afore-
mentioned resolutions passed by Parliament, and
furthermore that safeguards have not oven been restor-
ed for those human rights consistently regarded by
the European Parliament as the most basic and elem-
eitary (See Annual Reports of the Parliament on
Human Rights for 1983 and 1984 and the resolution
adopted following the report by Mr von Hassel on
behalf of the Political Affairs Committec in July 1982
—0J NO.C 238,13.09.1982, p.51—and the resolutions
adopted by Parliament under urgent procedure on 24
May 1984 —QJ No. C 172, 2.7.1984, p. 128-129-,
namely the right to life, the right to intergrity of the
person and the right to a fair trial on charges brough,

G. noting, in particular, that as regards the right
to lifo, whilc a most welcome reduction in the number
of executions has taken place in the past eighteen
months, the death penalty is still being imposed and
occasionally carried out,

H. noting, further, that as regards the right to in-
tegrity of the person, the Parliamcent’s rapporteur was
repeatedly inforined by distinguished political leaders,
lawyers and academics, amony, others, that torture,
particularly in police stations, was still endemic and
systematic and that its incidonce did not seem to be
diminishing significently, and that furthcrmore the
Prisons Committee of the Turkish Grand National As-
senibly, while its cstablishment is clearly a laudable
development, did not seem to be having a significant
impact in controlling this grave abuse of human rights,

1. noting, further, that as regards the right to a
fair trial on charges brought, the unsatisfactory proce-
dures and practices noted in the Parliament’s previous
resolutions refered to above were continuing, notably
infringements of the rights of prisoners o an adequate
leeal defence and to fair legal procedures,

1. deploring, in this conncction, the continuance
and the protracted procedures of the mass trials of
various bodics such as the Turkish Peace Association
snd the trado union confederation DISK and its affi-
lated unjons, and of various proups of academics and
intellectuals, for offences which seem to amount to
no more than the peaceful aud non-vioient expression
of political opinions,

K. recalling, in particular, its resolution of 13 June
1985 (0 No. C 175, 15.07.1985, p. 222) on the trial
of members of the Turkish Peacc Association which
cailed on the Foreign Ministers of the European Com-
munitics meeting in political cooperation to request
the Tourkish authoritics to bring this trial to an end
immedintely to abandon future such trinls and to freo
immediately the accused,

L. welcoming signs of rolaxation in the strict and
repressive censorship of writing and publishing, but
concerned that a number of authors and publishers
are still being prosecuted for expressions of non-
viclent opinions and that new legislation gives the po-
lice wide powers to seize films and video casscttes of
a non-violent and non-pornographic character, to
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prohibit or control cultural activities without prior
authority and to detain without a warrant pcrsens
whose bekaviour they believe does not conform to
the mmoral standards of society,

M. regretting also that widesprcad violation of
the human rights of the Kurdish minority is still cc-
curing in Turkey and, even mors so, of these who are
politically active as Kurds,

N. welcoming, in the field of freedoin of associz-
tion and the right to engage in domocratic politics,
the holding of local clections in 1984 for the first time
since the ‘coup d’4tat’, with a wider representation of
political parties than had been permitted in the gene-
ral election of 1983,

O. recognizing, nevertheless, that political demo-
cracy cannot yct be considered to exist in Turkey
while major political partics, particularly thc Social
Democratic Party on the kaft and the True Path Party
on the right, remain unrepresented in ihe country's
parliament, while leading political fizures such as Mr
Demirel and Rr Ecevit remsin excluded from active
political life, while the Turkish Communist Party
romains under a tota! ban with many of its inembers
in prison, and while other political parties have been
harrassed and their meinbers prosecuted and im-
prisoned,

P, recalling, in this connection, Parliainent’s deci-
sions of 22 January and 8 July 1982 not to rencw the
mandate of its Members on the Joint Parliament
Committee of the EEC-Turkey Associaticn until such
timo as the Turkish Grand National Assembly has beon
freely colected, as well as the decision referred to above
of 11 October 1984,

Q. rogretiing that trade union rights continuc to
be sovercly restricted, with ono inajor trade union
confederation, DISK, o hody uaffiliated to the Europ-
can Tradc Union Confederation and ono cf these rec
ognized by the European Communities, forbidden to
function in Turkcy, and with its funds and asscts
sequestered,

R. noting that martial law still remains in force in
some areas of the country, including the largest city,
Istanbul, and covers a large section of tha population,
that this involves severe restrictions oa human rights,
and that cven whero martial law has been lifted, it has
boen replaced by states of cmergency in many ereas
with similar soverce controls,

S, noting, further, with concern that thcre are
some devclopments, notably in the recently acoujred
power of the police to reinove, without the legal
anthority previously requirad, prisoners from prisons
to polico stations for further interropation, and in
new legislation giving the police substautially more
oxtensive powers in the field particularly of censorship,
powaers of arrest and search without prior authoerity,
incommunicado detention and the use of fircarms by
the police, tho use of which may result in a worsening
rather than an improvement in the huinan rights situ-
ation.

T, noting that the Turkish authoritics violatc the
rights of ethnic minoritios cven when they arc p:rotect-
ed by international treatics,

1. Expresses deep concern at the continuing sc-
riousness of tho situation with regard to human rights
obscrvance in Turkey and strongly condemns all forms
of violence against the person practised in that country;
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2, Calls on the Turkish Governmont to move rapid-
iy towards a restoration of human rights in the country
particularly as regards:

a) the right to life, including the aboliticn of the
death punalty and an amnesty for prisoncrs of cons-
cicnee;

b) the right o integrity of the person, including
the prosecution of those responsible for torture, the
comnensation of victims of torturc and an end to all
forms of inhuman and degrading treatment of prison-
crIs;

¢) the right to a fair trial, including the removal
of restrictions on the conduct of the deferncs of pris-
oners and court procedures which are in conformity
with accepted practices of fairness to the accused;

d) the discontinuanco of tho mass trials of the
Turkish Peace Association, of the trade union confe-
deration DISK and its affiliated unions, and of various
groups of academics and intellectuals, and the im-
mnediate releass of those still detained in connection
with these trials;

e) the gramiing of the right of individual appenl
to the Europcan Commission of Human Rights under
Article 25 of the European Human Rights Convention
(now accorded by 17 out of the 21 signatorios of the
Convention);

f) the removal of the restrictions on frecdom of
political activity, trade union rights end expression of
opinion;

g) the rights of minoritics, notably as regards
religion, language and history and their right to take
part in cultural and social activities;

3. While fully recognizing the difficult political
and economic circumstancos faced by Turkey, is of
the opinion that the human rights situation does not
justify a reversal of the previous decision referred to
in recital B of this resolution, and that the appoint-
ment of the Europcan Parliament delegation to the
EEC-Turkey Joint Comnittce should remain in
sbeyance;

4. Instructs its President to forward this resolution
to the Conunission and the Council, thie Foreign Min-
isters mcoting in political cooperation, the govern-
ments of the Member States, the Council of Europe,
the Turkish Government and the Turkish Grand Na-
tional Assembly.

REACTIONS OF ANKARA

Ankara has called the Resolution of the Europe-
an Parliament a new proof of the “Europecan hostility
against Turkey’ and even the most optimistic Turkish
cominentators have declarod that this European posi-
tion means that tho relations tetween the EEC and its
associated member in the East will not be reopened at
least vntil 1988, the date of the next legislativo elec-
tions inTurkoy,

We are repriiting below the different reactions
whicl: appcared in the Turkish press:

Terctinan, 24.10: GRECO-COMMUNIST PLOT.
During the debates on Turkey at tho Zuropean Parlia-
ment, afl evil forces took a cornmon position, The
Turkish parliamentarians who went to Strasbourg for
lobbying have declared in a press release that Europe
liad been manipulated by the separatists taking refuge
in foreign countrics.

RICHARD BALFE, deputy of the Labour Party since 1979, fights for the defence of ruman rights troughout
the world, But the has o special concern for Turkey because of his daily relations with the Turkish living in his
constituency, South London. He is a member of Amnesty International and, since 1981, of the Commitiee for

the Defence of Democratic Rights in Turkey.



Terctiman, 25.10: WEY PRELIIUM TO THE
ENEMIES OF TURKEY. WE HAVE RECEIVED A
NEW BLGY, The German socialist Ludwig Fellor-
maier: “Ye do not wish that Turkey be the 13th
member of the European Communities. it is for this
reason that we adopted the Resolution proposed by
Mr. Balfe.”* The Christian Kepsch: “This is a scandal.
Turkey has been punished for the first time for having
manifested her respect for Fumanrights.” The Liberal
Simone Veil: “We have parliainentary relations even
with communist countries. Why does Turkey become
the only couatry with whom wo have cut all our reia-
tions?” The British deputy Pierce: “It is the Greeks
who deceived us. Whe have been duped by them. Now
they arc taughing at us in their cernar.” The German
deputy Wedekind: “Those who voted for this Resolu-
tion are the enemies of Turkey.” The Belgian Liberal
Lue Beyor: “What » hypocerisy! Are you masoclhisis?”

Hilliyet, 25,10: TURKEY SMUBS FEUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT. In a writton statement the Turkish
Foreign Ministry called the resolution and Balfe’s ro-
port “one-sided, ill-affocted and based on preconceivad
ideas”. It said: “A study of the rcport and the resolu-
tion shows that its primary aim is to prevent the im-
provement of rclations between Turkey and the rest
of Western Europe. With this objective in mind, basic
facts concerning Turkey arc distorted, groundless ac-
cusations are made and moreover, ali positive devel-
opments in Turkey are deliberately ignored... The
resolution is a vivid example of the erroneous approach
of relying on tho report of prejudiced third persons in
ussessing the situation in Turkey, rather than seeking
direct information from the Turkish parliamentarians,
The adoption of this report and resolution is a blow
to th2 prestige and credibility of tho Europcan l'arlia-
ment.”... On the otirer hand, British Consarvative Los-
lic Marahall said: “Vhen we alicnate Turkey we help
the Russians.” However, the former President of the
EC legislaturc Piet Dankert said his own news confe-
rence in Ankara Jast spring ‘“was censorcd’ and charg-
ed that police stations ““arc equippua for torture”. He
said Balfe’s “‘is a pure statement of fact,”

Frirriyet, 26.10: INSQLENCE DISGUJISED BE -
HIND THE MASK OF DEMOCRACY

Terctiman, 26.10: RELATIONS WITEH THE EEC
CUT OFF. The spokesmen of the Socialist Group, Mr
Piot Dankert, Mr Richard Balfe and Mr David Black-
man said: “This is a victory. Evon the right-wing de-
puties supported us, why do the Turkish parliament-
arians como here though their presence is not desired?”’

Hiirriyet, 27.10: BALFE 1S A LIAIR! The spokes-
man of the Turkish Forcign Ministry denied Balfe's
clsim that the Turkish Ammbassador with the CEE, hir,
Bulat Tacer, had refused to give him informeation: “If
the Turkisk outhorities had not recsived him, no
doubt, thorc is a reason: We knew very well that he
had prejidicos against us,” he said.

Terciiman, 27,10: The spokesman of the Turkish
delegation at he Parlianicntary Assemiby of the Conn-
cil of Europe, Mr., Kamran Inan: “*Turkey was judiged
»y a Parliament of which sne is ot a meinber. The
Greeks playud the role of prosacutor anid the Comnmu-
nists and the Socialists, acting as judges, adopted such
a partial resolution. While Turkey is cstimated in Brus-
sels as the most valuablo ally of the NATQ und consid-
ored as the guard of the economic welfare of the West,
such a condemnation in Strasbourg is not comprchen-
sible. These two attitudces are not commpatible.”

Hirrivet, 28 10:“BALFE 1S A CROOK! The
prime Minister Turzut Ozal, during his talks with tix
Turkish journalists in New York, said: “It is a crcok
named Balfe who prepared that roport. The relations
have never been reopened, theu it is nonsense to say
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that the rolations were suspended, We do not have
necd of 660 million dollars irom the EEC. This recol-
ution does not have any political or economic import-
ance for ns."

Fitirriyer, 28.10. UGLY MORGAN., It is reported
that & certain part of Balfe’s report had been drawn
up by Gwynn borgan, the CEE representative in An-
kara. Following the adoption of the Resolution by
the Furopean Parliament, Morgan was seen embracing
with his friends in a big joy.

Hiirrivet, 28.10: EUROPEAN TREASON. Angry
at the fact that Turkey had given the businecss of con-
structing the seccond suspension bridge on the Bos-
rhorus to a Japanese firm by refusing the British offer,
the Dritish conseivatives did not defend us at the Eu-
ropcan Parliament. Some Cliristians 2s weill as some
Britisl: Conservatives such as Lor¢l Bothell acted against
Turkey as the Crusaders had done.

APPEAL OF 200 PARLIAMENTARIANS

While the European Parliament was condemning
the Ankara regime in Strasbourg, another parliamen-
tary initiative with a view to defending human rights
in Turkey appeared in the European press,

On the initiative of Mr. Jcan-Pierre Fourrc, Vice-
Speaker of the French National Assembly, many re-
presentatives of European countries have launched a
campaign in favor of tho detained members of the
Pcace Commitiee of Turkey,

200 parliamentarians of 21 European countries
havo already signed the following appeal:

“The trial opcned against the officials of the Tuz-
kish P'cace Cominittee cnded,

“Six out of 18 leadcrs of this committee, of whom
the Chairman, former ambassador hMahmut Dikerdem,
and the Vice-chairman, former president of the Bar of
Istanbul, Crhan ApayJdin, have becn condemned to
prison terms of 5 and 8 years.

“However, thanks to tho solidarity of all peace
partisans and of tho defenders of human rights, Mr
Dikerdem and Mr Apaydin have recently been releas-
od terporarily, after inany mmonths of detention. While
the defense was appealling to the Military Court of
Cassation, a second trinl has been opened against 48
faormer members of the Peace Committee of Turkey.
According to the formal clierge from the military pro-
sccutor, this tecond trizl will bs enlarged and will
congzern 501 peorsons.

“Thesc men have been placed in the dock menely
an offcnse of opinion: defending a just and sverlast-
ing peace, disstmemont and the respect to the Final
4ct of Helsinki, They have nover participated in any
terrorist action, {hey have never committed any crime.

“In solidarity with their action, we, undersipned
parlinmeantarians, ask the Turkish authoritics to take
every measure for putting an end to the trials apd for
assuring the libcration of the members of the Turkish
Peace Committeo.”

On the other hand, th¢ Chairman of the Foroign
Affairs Committee anel 30 members of the US HHouse
of Represcntatives have acted in the same sense by
sending a letter to General Pyren, asking him to inter-
venc inn {avour of the memnbers of the TPC.

AT THE CCOUNCIL. OF EURQOPE

It is the first timno, since the military coup d’Ctat,
that the sitnation of human rights in Turkey did not
take place in the agenda of the Parliimentary Assem-
bly of the Councit of Lurope, which met from Sep-
temkber 25 to October 3, 1985, in Strasbourg.

During this meeting, the European Trade Unions

o



Confedoration addressed a letter to the Speaker of
the Parliamentary Assembly, in which it contested
the participaticn of the so-called “‘parliamentarians”
of Turkey to the parliamentary sessiou. “By allowing
their participation to the Parliamenlary Asscmbly,
the Council of curope has been deficiont in solidarity
with the victims of the violation of human rights in
Turkey,” said this message, which demanded an im-
mediate end to tho trials apainst the trade union offi-
cials of tha DISK and the expulsion of Turkey from
the Council of Europe if ithe govemment of that
country does not restore democracy.

On the other hand, on occasion of the anniversa-
ry of thc proclamation of the Turkish Republic, thc
Chairman of the ETUC, Mr Breit, addressed a letter
to General Bvren, *“The trade union movement impa-
tiently waits for you to announce the end cf the trials
apainst the DISK, its affiliate unions and officials,”
seid Mr Breit.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe weated this time another affair concorning
Turkish citizens: Obligation of cntrance visas imposed
by European countries to the holders of ¢ Turkish
passport.

The discussion was based on the recommenda-
tions of the Committec of Mipgration, Refupees and
Demography.

The Eurcopean Agreement N0.25 of 1957 abolish-
ed all kinds of visa for the citizons of all members of
the Council of Burope. However, concerning Iurkey,
this agreemont has been suspended by many momber
countries.

Tho rapportour of the Committee declared that
this was a vory difficult question, takinp into consi-
deration the unemployment in Europe and illegal im-
migraton caused by it. Neverthieless, he was of the
opinion that the visa obligation can not be accepable
for all immigrants regmlarly inhzbiling a member
country and that such a practicu is against the princi-
ples and aims of the Council of Europe.

During the debates, many Turkish puriiamentari-
ans declared that these unilateral measures are diamet-
rically in contradiction with the political, humanitarian
and moral principles of the Council of Europ-e.

In his Rccommendation NO. 1014 adopted at the
end of the dsbatcs, the Assembly rccommended to
the governments of the¢ member countrics thut they
abolish the visa imposed on the Turkish migrant work-
ers and their families who ara in a regular situation in
any of the member countries,

Another report was on the situation of the ethnic
and Moslem minorities —mainly the Turkish minority —
in Bulaaria, In the Resolution adopti:d at the end of
the dobates, the Assembly called on the Bulgarian
Government “‘to put an jiinmediate end to this repres-
sive policy, and to restorc their rightful names to all
members of the Turkislh minority who have been
obliged to change them by threat or by force; to pul
an end to the violation of the rights of membuers of
the ethnic and Moslem minorities in Bulgaria in social,
cultural and religious matters; to allow the members
of these minositics to enjoy fully the rights stipulated
in international agrcemcnts and in the Bulgarion
Constitution.™

During the vote on the Resolution, the Greek de-
legation abstained irom the vote. Tho spokesinzn of
the Greek ropresentatives, Yady Fleming, said that
despite its strong stanco on human rights, Greece be-
fieved that Turkey was using the plight of minority
groups for its own political and ¢xpansionist purposes,
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QUOTATIONS FROM GENERAL EVREN

Y“While the regime that he has set up in Turkey is
ciways being criticized by the European circles, Go-
eral -President Kcenan Evren, taking no heed to what
they say, continues to treat his opponents as “com-
munists” and ‘‘traitors”™.

Below, we are reprinting some quotations from
his recent speeches:

“The youth should take into account the fact that
the illegai orpanizations have restarted their subersive
activities.”’ (9.10.1985)

“Communism can arrive here by hiding its face
behind different kinds of masks, Perhaps one day in
the future, we shall te able to gttain the level of GNP
per head of 15,000 dollars (Today, it is about 1,000
dollars - Editor’s note), then we can tolerate the exist-
ence of a commumst party.” {18.10,198%5)

“Communists always dream of dividing the coun-
try. They collaborate with Armenions, oven with
Greeks in Cyprus. They demand the withdrawal of
the Turkish troops from the lsland.” (19.10.1985)

“We have not been able to make the Europeans
accept the fact that there is not any conmunity call-
ed Kurdish in Turkey. There are many Turkish com-
munitics in the world. As for the Kurds, they have
been crowded between Irau and the Arabs... In their
langugge, there are many Turkish words. They are not
a minority, but purc Turks.” (26.10,1985)

DEATH SENTENCES: 561

One of tha prerequisites laid down by the Eure-
pean Parliament for the resumption of the Turco-BEu-
ropcan relations has been the abolition of capital
punishmont. However, the military tribunalsin Turkey
go on giving death sentences of which the totzal num-
her rose to 521 at the end of October 1985,

Tha recent condeninations to death or to prison
are listed below in chronological order:

12.9, in istanbul, five militants of Dev-Sol con-
demred to prison terms of up to 11 years,

18.9, in Istanbul, 3 militant of the Union of Ac-
tion to 10 ycars.

19.9, in Diyarbakir, 16 members of the Orpaniza-
tion for the Liberation of Turkey and Turkish Kurdis-
tan (TKKKO) to prison terms up to 24 years.

20.9, in Ankara, following the cassation of their
first condemnations, 22 Jehovah’s Witncsses condemn-
ed again to diffcrent prison torms of up to 8 years.

21.9, in Izmir, a US citizen condemned to 5-year
prison term for having used pujorative words against
Atatiirk, founder of the Turkish Republic.

25.9, in lzmir, 3 memberof TKP to 5.5year prison
terms each,

8.10, in Adana, 5 mililants of Dev-Yol to capital
punishment and 48 othors to prison terms of up to 24
years,

10.10, in Diyarbakir, 6 members of the Kurdish
organization Rizgari to prison terms of up to 8 years.

11.10,in Adana, ¢ left-wing 1nilitant to capital
punishment and 20 others to prison terms of up to 20
years.

16.10, in Istanbul, 10 members of a right-wing
organization to prison termns of up to 30 years.

19.10, in Diyarbakir, 30 members of the Libera-
tion Movem:nt of Kurdistan (IZUK) to prison terms
of up to 20 yuars.

20.10, in lzmnir, following the cassation of their
premier condeomnnation, 14 members of TDKP con-
demncd again to prison terms totalling 69 ycars.

23.10, in Istanbul, 4 members of TKEP to prison
termis of up to 10 yoars and 8 months.
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29.10, in Istanbul, 6 members of a right-wing orga-
nization to prison terms of up to 6 years and © months,

At the end of Qctober, beside the excoution of
42 condemncd persons 73 other death sentences were
at the National Assembly for ratification. As for 40¢
other sentences given by military tribunals, they are
still being studicd by the Military Court of Cassation.

NEW POLITICAL TRIALS

19.9, in Istanbul, n mass trial against 10 presun-
ed members of tho Rcvolutionary Union of the People
(DHB). Each faces 24-year prison term.

21.9, in Istanbul, 23 presumed mombers of TKP/
ML were brought before a military tribunal. Protest-
ing against the ill-treatment in prison, 12 derendants
ontored the court rocm wearing only underciothes
and refused to reply to the questions of the Jjudge.
Thereupon, they were ousted from the court roor,

15,10, 2 ncw trial against 18 membors of TKP/
ML. Each faces a 20-year prison torm.

16.10, inAnkara, 10 persons were brought beforc
the State Security Court, on the charee of having
assassinated a Jordanian diplomat.

22.10, in Istanbul, a new trial against 7 militants
of the Urgent Action group. Four face capital punish-
ment,

23.10, in Diyarbakir, 9 Kurdish militants were
brought before a military tribunal on tho accusation
of having committcd an armed attack in Sirnak. All
of thom are liable to reccive capital punishment.

29.10, in Ankara, two trials against 48 membUcers
of “Kurtulus”. The prosecutor requested prison ierms
of up to 20 years,

30.10, in Diyarbakir, 15 members of the Democ-
ratic Party of Kurdistan (JXDP) were brought beforc a
military tribunal, Each faces a prison term of up to
25 ycars.

MAN-HUNTINGS

13.9, in Istanbul, a militant of TKP/ML was shot
dead by tho security forces whils 20 others were being
capturod,

18.9,in Sirnak, two Kurdish militants were shot
dcad by the sccurity forces while 10 oihers wers
boing arrested in Mus.

23.9, polico arrested 13 left-wing militants in An-
talya.

24.9, in Ankara, 19 members of an islamic group,
“Hizb-it-Tahrir", were detained by police.

25.9, security forccs shot daad two Kurdish mili-
tants in Simak.

26.9,in Istanbul, 35 persons were arrested for
having attempted to found a left-wing organization.,

27.9, police arrested 6 presumed membors of
Dev-Yol,

2.10, on the denuncistion of a “repentant,” 10
persons wero arrested in Ankara on tho charge of hav-
ing worked for Dev-Yol,

7.10, on another denuneiatior, 21 lef{t-wing mi-
litants were arrested in Izmir,

12.13, in Ankara, 4 Ileft-wing militants were ar-
rosted on denunciation.

13.10, in Simak, a soldier was shot dead in an
armed conflict with Kurdish militants, The same day,
5 Kurdish militants were arrested in Mardin.,

15.10, Arrest of 12 left-wing militants in Ankara,

16.10, Arrest of 8 Kurdish militants in Kurs; 6
militants of Dev-Yol In Izrir and 5 militants of Dev-
Sol in Istanbul.

17.10, in Mutki (Bitlis), an armed attack of Kur-
dish militants ended with 2 deaths and 6 wounded,
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20.10, on the denunciation of a ropentant, 54
presumed mombers of PEK were arrested and brought
before a militarv tribunal in Diyarkakir.

23.10, a Eurdish militant was shot dead in Kizik
tope (diardin).

25.10, police announced that 41 persons wers ar-
rested in Adana on the denunciation of a repentant.

27.10, in Cukurca {Hakkari), a group of Kurdish
railitants shot dead 9 soldiers during an attack on a
gendareiery siation.

According to the Turkish press, sinca the begin-
ning of the srmed clashes between Kurdish militants
and sccurity forces, over a 14-imonth period, 102 mili-
tants and 73 army or police officcrs had been shot
dead, 361 Kurdish militants had been arrested.

CONTROVERSY ABOUT GENERAL AMNESTY

While the European Parlinment was adopting a
resolution which requests omnesty for political pris
oners, Turkish Justice Minister Necat Eldem said that,
even if the Turkish Parliament adopts an amuesty bill,
the prisoners who had been condemned for the
“crimes against the State’” would never be included
in it.

Howcver, despite the catogorical refusal of Gen-
eral Evren and of Ozal’s Gevernment, the soclal-dem-
ocratic opposition casrics on its campaign in favor of
a general amnesty (See: Bulletin of September).

Sn Octoover 26, Vice-presiuent of SODEP, Mr.
Muzaffer Sarag held a press conference in tho presen-
ce of the familics of political prisoners and said that
the two social-democrat parties, SODEP and HP will
do their best for the adoption of a general amnesty at
the National Assombly.

On thc other hand, a delegation of the families of
political prisoners have presented a petition to the
“President of the Republic”, to the Chief of General
Staff and to the Justice Minister and asked them to
stop ill-trecatmont and torfure in police centers and
prisons, to grant a goncral amnesty and to abolish
capital punishinent.

POLEMICS ON TORTURE

Despite the complaints of the familizs of political
prisoners and the cricitisns of European institutions
following the adoption of the new law on the police
powcers, many new ¢nsss of torture have been revealed
cven in the Turkish press and given way to polemics
berween the Left and the Right. Furthermore, many
responsibics for the torture practice who had been
prosocuted and condemned stil]l keep their functions
in the security forces,

According to thao deily IMirrivet of 15.9.1985,
Supcrintendent Xemal Kartal who bad been condem-
ncd to a 13-month prison term for having tortured to
death a person ard handicapped two others, has not
yet been incarccrated, VWhat is snore, he has recently
been named as the Deputy-Dircetor of Security in the
city of Eskisshir.

On Septeinbtar 17, in Fethiye, Mrs Cihan Yiilitk
reported that her husbund, Halit Yilltk, 41, had been
killed at a police center while he was being interrogat-
ed for a trafiic infraction, Police has claimed that this
driver, father of 5 children, cominitted suicide,

On october 2, in Sebinkarahisar, two teachers,
Nuri Tan and Serof Kalas, ans six other persons alleg-
ed that they had been detained without any reason at
the police center and subjected to torture during 32
fiours by 8 police officers,

On QOclober 9, at tho triaj against the Socialist
Workers’ Party of Turkey (751P), Mr Cagatay Anadol,
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member of the Central Committee, declared that ho
had been tortured Jduring his detention at the polico
senter of Istanbul,

According to the daily Cumburiyet of October 7,
in Gélhisar (Burdur), hich school teacher Adit Xasap
had been torturcd at the police center by threc police-
men for his anti-establishment opinions.

On October 23, police autborities announced
that one of the Dev-Yol Trial defendants, :enan Ozcan
had committed :uicide by hanging himself in his cetl
He faced capital punishment. Ilis comrades claimed
that his suicidc had been provoked by the ansuppor-
table conditions of his solitary confinement.

On october 24, 2 populist deputy, Cineyt Canver
revealed that a minor girl had been raped by police-
man at the police center of Sariyer in Istanbul.

Responding to tne torturc all¢pations, Justice
Minister Necat GCldem has claimed that, sinee the mi-
litary coup, 5,138 policetien or military have been
proscentcd on the charge of having torturca detzinecs,
439 out of them have been conderned, 2,052 acquit-
ted; the cases of 4]0 others have been vithdrawn,

As for the right-wing parties represonted in the
Nationa] Assembly, their spokesmen publicly defand
the torture practice. On Octeber 9, at the National As-
sembly, a deputy of tho Motherland Party {(Anap), Mch-
met Budak, answering to the opposition, said: “Istherc
any country in the world where torture is not applied?
If a puy is a traitor, why should they not torture him?”*

Cn October 29, the founder of the Nationalist
Democracy Party (MDP), former army general Turcut
Sunalp, who was one of the martial law commanders
during the period of 1971-73, defenided, in an interview
accorded to the weekly Nekta, the “necessity™ of
physical pressure on detainec during his intcrropation
and claimed that this is not torture.

BEKIR CELENK'S DEATH IN PRISOM

Concerning ill-trestment in prison, one of the
most controversial cxamples has houn the death of
Bekir Celenk, fammous Turkish “gosdfather’ whose
name has been involved in the affair of assassination
attempt against the Pope in 1981,

Aftor being released by the Bulearian authorities,
Celenk was incarcerated in Turkey from July 1985,
Buring his interrogation, he was kept in a prison ceil
instead of a hospital despite the fact that he was suf-
fering from a cardiac illness.

The daily Cumhurivet of October 16, 1985 ac-
cused the judicial authorities of having provoked his
death and thus prevented the clarification of many
obscure points rolative to the arnms and drups smugpl-
ing as well as to the attemipt against the Pope.

VICTIMS OF MARTIAL LAW

According to the daily Millivet of Cectuber 27,
since tho military coup, 4,484 public scrvants have
dismissad on the orders of martial law cominandurs.
Althiough 3,377 among them have been found “inno-
cent” by the judicial authoritics, the public services
still refusc their retaking former posts.

BAN ON TRAVELS ABROAD

In the preceding Bulletin, we purtlished informa-
tion concerning the dramatic consequences of banning
distinguished intellectuals such as Aziz Nesin and Ru-
hi Su from traveling abroad.

Recently, the famous musical eritics, Mr Hayad
Asilyazict declared that he was refused o passport for
participating in » musical feslival in Prapue.
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O September 12, populist deputy Clineyt Canver
revealed that cven the relatives of the persons wanted
by the authorities are systematically rofused passports.,

27 OPPONENTS ABROAD SUMMONED

On October 7, the Interior Ministry announced
that 27 accuscd of carrying out anti-Statc activitics
abroad would be deprived of Turkish nationality if
they do not return to Turkey and surrender to security
cuthorities, Among them are also writers Nihat Beh-
ram, Demir Czia, Mahmut Baksi, journalist Kamil
Taylan and architcct Sait Kozaciogha,

PROSECUTION GF THE PRESS

On September 14, in Ordu, the editor of the daily
Meranet, Cevabi Sonmez was condemned to a 8-month
prison term for having published a poem in his news-
parer and he was immediately incarcerated,

On October 4, university professor Yalgin Kilgiik
was condemned by # military tribunal in Istanbul to a
18-month prisen term for his book entitled “For a
Mew Republic”.

Previously, lie had already been condemned fwice
to a I5-year prison tenn for the same book, Lut this
sentence had been overmiled cach time by the milita-
ry court of Cassation. Since he has already stayed in
prison for 10 months and 16 days during his trials, he
will not scrve this sentcnce.

On the other hand, in Istanbui, the responsible
cditor of the political review “iMilitan Genglik™, ban-
ned aftor the coup d’itat, was condemncd on Octoker
19 by a military tribunal to a prison term of 11 ycars
and 9 months for several articles published in the
revicw,

ANTI-MIGRANT ACTS AND SUICIDES

13.9, in Bonn {FRG), four Germans attacked the
local of a Turkish association and broke into pieces
the windows, It is reported that three of the assailants
are police officers,

4.10,in Copcnhagen, 400 Danishmen held a
xcnophobe demonstration by chantirg racist slogans
and assailed a proup of Turkish immigrants.

5.10, in Frankiurt (FRG), the Administrative
Court refused the demand of political refugee status
of a Turkish citizen, Musta Ilerccin, of Kurdish origin.
The court justifies its decision by claiming that “Kurds
are not subjected to repression in Turkey and all polit-
ical trials are carried on with the purpose of defend-
ing tho security of the State™.

8.10,in Znrondam, a Tarkish woman, Aesibe
Razaki, who has been in Holland for 20 years, com-
mitted suicide by burning herself as a result of a ner-
vous breakdown.

12.10, in Copenhagen, a candidate to the political
rcfugee status, Keinal Akpar, 25, committed suicide
by throwing himnself from the third floor as a result of
a nevous breokdown provoked by the prolongation
of the proccdure,

19.10, in Gent (Belgium), the dwelling of a Tur-
kish worker. Ibrahirm Can, was set on fire i the carly
morning by unideniified persons.,

27.10, in Remscheid {FRG), a house inhabited
by 15 Turkish immigrants was set on firc by uniden-
tifivd persons,

30.10, in Regensburg {FRG), a 48-year old Tur-
kish worker, Hilseyin Canckgi committed suicide as a
result of a2 nervous breakdown. After having worked
for 13 years, li¢ fell sick, but his treating doctors oblig-
cd him to work despite his illness.



