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TURKISH REGIME CONDEMNED AT PUBLIC HEARING

- Two elections in four months... Two resounding Rights Convention laid down by the Council of Eu-
victories for the Motherland Party (Ana-P) of Turgut rope:
Ozal... Lifting of martial law in eight provinces out of t. Torture
67. Is it a real return to democracy? This question has 2. The conditions of arrest and the system of
been very often asked in European mass-media as well confinement of individuals
as in international forums. 3. The right of persons concemed to a fair hear-

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe ing and the right to defence
which failed to keep out Turkish deputies at its Janu- 4, Press freedom.
ary session will debate this question again on May 9 The hearing presided over by Mariano Rumor,
in Strasbourg. In connection with this, a delegation chairman of the Politicat Affairs Committee, opened
from the Council has already visited Turkey at the at 9 a,m. in the presence of the Committee members,
end of April and had talks with the Turkish political the representatives of the invited organizations, jour-
leaders as well as with some victims of repression, nalists and a Council of Europe observer.

The North Atlantic Assembly, parliamentary or- Then the chairman of the Political Affairs Com-
gan of the North Atlantic Alliance,hasalready decided mittee read out a message from European Parliament
to welcome 10 Turkish parliamentarians to its plenary Speaker Dankert to the participators, reminding that
sesgion 10 be held in Luxembourg onMay 24-28,1984. holding a public hearing does not amount to a propa-

As for the European Parliament, it rejected on ganda exercise, but that it is a fact-finding technigue,
April 12 an appeal by its Socialist Group calling on .
the European Community to intervene on behalf of
political prisoners in Turkey.

Nevertheless, the case of Turkey will come again

— on the agenda of the European Parliament on May 21.

The Political Affairs Committee of the European Par-
liament, taking into consideration the remarks made
by its representative, Mr. Ludwig Fellermaier who vi-
sited Turkey in late April, and the argument of inter-
national non-governmental organizations set forth at
a hearing will present a new draft Resolution on Tur-
key to the General Assembly.

The public hearing on the respect for Human Rights
in Turkey, organized by the Political Affairs Commit-
ee of the European Parliament, has taken place on
April 26, 1984 in Brussels with international non-go-
vernmental organizations taking part,

This hearing, initially scheduled at late March,
had been deferred in view of the local elections which
recently were held in Turkey. As three more parties
had been altowed to contest for the election, the EP’s
Committee did not want to interfere in the course of
this election,

Besides non-governmental organizations, the Poli-
tical Affairs Committee has invited the Turkish Go-
vernment, But the latter has refused to participate in
the hearing, making it even clear that it did not intend
receiving the Political Affairs Committee's rapporteur,
Mr. Ludwig Fellermaier, who stayed in Turkey from
April 16to 19, 1984,

The Political Affaizs Committee has limited itself
to examine four themes, basing itself on the Human




“The EP Spcaker Dankert reminded, has often
exposed events in Turkey, without omitting the po-
sitive aspects of the latest developments (general elec-
tion - local elections). The question is not to convene
an international tribunal, nor to isclate a country such
as Turkey, but to gather cléar and full information
with a view to coming to realistic political decisions.”

During the hearing, each non-governmentat orga-
nization has been given one hour time, including 10
minutes to make a statement and the rest to answer
questions asked by the parliamentarians.,

Hercafter we reproduce exiracts from the state-
ments of all organizations concerned, followed by the
answers given to the most pertinent questions.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL {Mrs. Anne Burley}

“The restoration of civilian government has not
so far resulted in any apparent change in the arees of
interest to Amnesty International. Al continues to re-
ceive allepations that prisoners are tortured or sub-
jected to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in
pollce stations and prisons in various parts of Turkey;
hundreds of prisoners of conscience remain in prison;
more than 200 prisoners are under sentence of death
and many mor¢ death seutences have been requested
by military prosecutors in trials which are stil] in prog-
ress. 48 executions took place in Turkey between the
military coup in September 1980 and June 1983, Al
welcomes to halt to executions since June 1983, but
for those under sentence of death and their families
the knowledge that cxecutions may be resumed at
any time creates sometimes unbearable stress. Some
prisoners under sentence of death who recently parti-
cipated in hunger-strikes in Diyarbakir and Mamak
Military Prisons, were reportedd to have preferred to
risk death in this way, rather than wait forexecution.”

“Many press reports concerning political prison-
ers in Turkey refer to ‘terrorists’, as if all those now
imprisoned for political offences had engaged in vio-
tent activities. This is far from being truth. Although
there was a high level of violence threughout Turkey
during the late 19705 and 1980, among the thousands
of people detained following the coup of September
1980 were many who had never used or advocated vi-
olence, but were dctained ans subsequently charged
solely for exercising their rights to freedom of expres-
sion, association and religion (...)”

“Torture in Turkey has been a concern of Am-
nesty International both before and after the military
coup of September 1980... Reports of deaths alleged
to have been caused by torturc have continued np to
this year. Al docs not maintain that all deaths in po-
lice stations and military prisons are the result of tor-
ture, Of the more than 100 such deaths reported to
Al since September 1980 nine people were said by
the authorities to be still alive, otliers were said to
have died from natural causes or to have committed
suiclde. In some cases, however, the authorities ad-
mitted responsibility for deaths and prosecutions of
members of the security forces. But the number of
such prosecutions is very small compared to the thou-
sands of allegations of torture made in recent years
and Al believes that the systematic and widespread
torture which takes place in Turkey could only oc-
cure with official tolerance. This point was also nade
by the European Commission of Human Rights in its
decision on the admissibility of the inter-state com-
plaint against Turkey in December 1983. (...)"

“Until the authoritics, both civil and military,
take positive steps to halt the ill-treatment of prison-
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ers, such as a reduction of the incommunicado deten-
tion period, which is still 45 days, allowing detainees
access to lawyer and relatives throughout detention
and independent investigation of ali complaints of
torture, Amnesty International fears that torture will
not be eradicated.”

Q - Is there any change in the situation since the

elections?

A - We had no observation of amelioration. Mar-
tial Law continues, Prisoners are still in prison. Alle-
gations of torture are still coming. We believe that the
torture does not cecase. Amnesty International has not
been allowed to visit prisons. In January this year I
travelled to Diyarbakir in Eastern Turkey on behalf
of Amnesty International to seek further information
about reported deaths in Diyarbakir Military Prison. I
was able to talk to the militery authorities but was
not able to meet lawyers or relatives of the dead nen,
or other people who might have had information, be-
cause I was informed they feared contact with Am-
nesty International would cause problems for them.”

INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF
FREE TRADE UNIONS (Mr. Pieter De Jonge)

“Most of developments which followed the mili-
tary takeover-on 12 Septemnber 1980 led to flagrant
violations of human and trade union rights, which
continued to give cause for grave concern in the inter-
national trade union movement, While terrorism and
randoin violence carried out by rival factions of dif-
ferent persuasions have been considerably reduced in
Turkey over the last three and a half years, the sup-
pression of political violence and restoration of the ail-
ing economy have been (quite unnecessarily) at the ex-
pense of fundamental human and trade union rights.”

“QOf particular concern were the mass arrests dur-
ing this period, the ban on all political activity, the
barring of many former politicians from public activi-
ty, the dissolution of political parties, the large num-
ber of trials taking place before military tribunals, the
persistence of torture and degrading treatment of sus-
pects to obtain confessions under duress during the
interrogation, the doubts cast ¢n the impartiality and
fairness of justice and the total inadequate access of
defense lawyers to their clients.”

“Among the first measures taken by the military
were the suspension of DISK, the placing of this un-
ion's property in the hands of trustees (‘curators’),
(...) and the arrest of numerous trade union leaders
and members, Similar measures were taken against
two other trade union centers, i.e, MISK and HAK-IS.
Tirk-Is and its affiliates —though some branches were
suspended or disbanded by court decision— were al-
lowed to continue with extremely severe limits. Even
50, trade unjon activity was virtually banned after the
coup, the right to strike suspended, demonstrations
forbidden and ccllective bargaining abolished and re-
placed by compulsory and binding arbitration by a
Govemment-appointed body, the ‘Supreme Arbitra
tion Councii”."”

“On 7 November 1982, s new Constitution was
adopted following a referendum, held under condi-
tions of martial law and censorship. A series of re-
strictive clauses in the adopted text do away with ac-
quired rights and infringe on JLO minimum standards,
thus creating an environment which strictly Iimits the
operation of free trade unions:™

“- the requirement of ten years of actual work in

the industry to qualify for oligibility for trade
union office,”

‘ the ban on political achvity by trade unions,”

e
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‘. severe restrictions on the right to strike (ban-
ning peneral strikes, solidarity strikes, go-slow
action, ete.)”’

““Subsequent legislation, i.e. the trade union law
no. 2821 and thc collective bargaining, strike and
lock-out law no. 2822, promulgated on 5 May 1983,
also contain a number of violations of trade union
rights and standards. (...) Many obstacles to the full
exercise of these rights still remain. The Supremc Ar-
bitration Board still retains some powers in the field
of collective bargaining but no longer decides the
terms of all agreements. However, as the Board, prior
to the return to collective bargaining, has been giving
three year settlemcnts, around half the country’s
workers cannot expect to resume collective bargain-
ing until late 1983.”

“In the main DISK trial the numbcr of accused
has risen till 85, out of whom 20 are currently under
detention. If we add to the above trial the on-going
trials against DISK affiliated unions, wc reach a total
of approximately 2,200 accused. Ecrly March, ac-
cording to the Turkish newspaper Cumhuriyet of 9
March 1984, not less than 1,233 trade unionists stood
trial in 30 cases involving DISK and DISK-affiliated
unlons. The main DISK trial is now in its 30th month
and at the present rate (one session a week) will go on
for a long time yet.”

Q -Did you observe any change in the prison

conditions?

A - Three high-level ICFTU nissions went to
Turkey in April 1981, December 1982 and QOctober
1983. During the last visit, we werc informed that the
conditions in Metris Prison were not changed. The
prisoners were subjected to underwear inspection be-
fore going to tribunal. Food given to prisoners was
simple and monotonous, and unsuitablc for the older
DISK prscners. For instance, for Abdullah Bastlirk,
the DISK President, who suffers from gestro-enteritis.
They sleep in collective cells below ground level acco-
modating up to twenty prisoners.

Q - Do you consider the elected Parliament able

to change the situztion?

A -The Parliament is unrepresentative and po-
werless. Last local election proved the unrepresentati-
vity. Parliament cannot control the functionaries. The
press I8 undcr a seif<censorship. No proof has been gi-
ven for the accusgations against DISK. We ask justice
for the political prisoners more than amnesty. This is
our position.

WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOUR
{Mr. Flor Bleux}

“Apologists for the military regime and their suc-
cessors in Turkey have stressed and will go on stres-
sing how the military have kept to the time-table,
how elections have been held, how there is a parlia-
ment and civilian government now, ctc. It is true that
the mflitary have kept to the time-table; a new Con-
stitution is in force, general clections have becn held
and there is now a civilian government in Turkey.”

“What matters is not the simple maintenance of a
time-table but its content - a deinocratic constitution
and democratic elections and total respect for human
rights. This is what is crucial for democracy in Turkey.
It is important to understand that the *democracy’ as
envisaged by the military has nothing to do with the
concepts and practices of democracy prevailing the
West, except having some resemblance only in form.™

“This ‘new democracy’, ‘tailored demccracy’, or
using General Evren’s favorite expression, ‘democracy
on strong rails’, wes in the process of formation from
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the very next day of the military coup d’état of 12
Septembter 1980, The National Security Council pro-
ceeded to promulgate laws and decrees at an astonish-
ing rate, relating to all phases of the state organisation
and aetivities as well as to all fields of social life. (...)"

“The adoption of the new Constitution by a mas-
sive majority in a referendum, lcd some people to
think that the Turkish people supported the military
regime, However, the results of the elections, in spite
of its anti-democratic nature, showed that the Turk-
ish peoplc have a great belief in democracy and that
they will not accept ‘to lead a vegetable life’. (...)"

“A ‘wait and see’ policy is not useful. One should
be very firm with the Turkish Government. The 5 coun-
tries who had each filed with the European Commis-
sion on Human Rights and application against Turkey
under Article 24 of the Furopean Convention on Hu-
man Rightsshould go on with their application firmly.”

“Torture secms to have stopped respecting cases
which attract the attention of the international trade
union movement {DISK) or the world public opinion
(Peace Association of Turkey). Actually it is continu-
ing in other cases all over Turkey and there is the dan-
ger that soon it may turn into genocide in the case of
the Kurdish prisoners in the Diyarbakir and similar
military prisons in the Southeast of Turkcy. The situ-
ation should be protested very severly.”

“The unjustifiably detained DISK officers should
be released at once. The political trials against DISK
and its affiliated unions should be stopped at once.
DISK and its affiliated unions should become opera-
tive again and they should convenc their conventions.”

*The restrictive provisions respecting labour in the
Censtitution and the new trade union legislation should
be changed and should continue as long as there is
Martial law. Martial law should be terminated.”

“General amnesty must be declared for all poli-
tical prisoners and ‘prisoner of thought®.”

“Energetic international pressurc should be step-
ped up. Governments of democratic countries should
make economic and financial aid to Turkey condi-
tional on the restoration of democratic, human and
tradc union rights.”

Q - What do you think of the accusation against
DISK thatit was involved in terrorist acts? Is
it a tcrrorist organisation or a trade union
confederation?

A -DISK is a trade union confederation founded
in accordance with the law, It carried out legal activi-
tics until 1980. All indictments about DISK are
groundless.

Q - In comparison with the neighbour countries,
are the tradc union rights really more violat-
ed in Turkey?

A - No doubt, thc countrics neighbouring Turkey
are not champions of trade union rights. However,
there is a great differcnce between them and Turkey,
At least in thosc countrics there are not 3 thousand
persons put in prison or prosecuted for their trade u-
nion activities, ncither risk capital punishment,

Q - Isthere any change in Turkey since elections?

A - Since the elections, we have not observed
any change. Only, under the international pressure, a
delegation of ILO was allowed to observe the DISK
trials. But in the cxercise of tradc union rights therc is
not any amelioration,

MINQRITY RIGHTS GROUP (Mehmet Ali Dikerdem)

‘T am hcre also as the son, the very proud son, of
former ambassador Mahmut Dikerdem, who, at the
age of 68 and striken wlth cancer, is at this very mo-

-



ment serving a sentence of 8§ years hard labour to be
followed by 32 months internal exile. You will agree
that 1 am not exaggerating when 1 say that my father
is under 2 dv facto death sentence. And this, after 40
years of impeccable service to his country, with 20
yoars of this bearing the title ‘ambassador extraordi-
nary and plenipotentiary’, that is, bearing the right to
speak on behalf of the privilege to represent the Re-
public of Turkey.”

“My father is the President of the Turkish Peace
Association, the only peace organisation which exist-
ed in our country. Less than 10 days after the general
elections held in Turkey last Novemtber, 17 of his dis-
tinguished friends were sentenced to 8 years hard la-
bour to be followed by 32 monthsinternal exile, while
5 others, including the President of the Istanbul Bar
Association, were given 5 years hard labour and 20
months internal exils,”

“Thus, at a time when fanfares sounded Turkey's
return to democracy my country also became the first
and only member of the Council of Europe and NATO
to suppress its peace movement and imprison its peace
leaders.”

“Each memter of the TPA executive was promi-
nent in his or her profession. They did not even share
the same political beliefs and convictions. But what
they did share was their profound concern for the
Helsinki Final Act and their impeccable eredentials as
establishment figures. If people of such calibre and
standing can be charged and sentenced, so can any
one. Thus, pour decourager les qutres, under the guise
of exceptional martial law courts and in a political
environment traumatised by political terror, certain
circles in Turkey took the opportitnity to remove
from circulation some of their most distinguished cri-
tics, persons who could well form the nucleus of a
movement of real democracy,”

“The continued imprisonment of my father and
his elderly friends is an affront to all human rights
conventions signed by Turkey, Please let us try to end
the shamefu! double-standards which relegate Turkey
into the ‘margins of the West's conscience and con-

EIER]

sciousness’,

INTERNATIONALE GESELLSCHAFT FUR
MENSCHENRECHTE (Mr. Harald Vocke)

“It is the European Parliament’s duty to contri-
bute to dismantling General Evren’s military justice.
Offences should be judged by civilian courts, not by
military ones.™

“On the other hand, I request from the Turkish
Government to restorc Turkish nationality to those
of its citizens who were stripped of it.”

Q - Is the decision that someone be stripped of
Turkish nationality based on a judgecment
pronounced by a court?

A - No judgement by a court.., They have been
stripped of their nationality and property in pursuance
of a decision by the junta which is still in force.

Q - Did you observe any change since the elec-

tion with respect to the military regime?

A - Turkey's democratic existence has entirely
been destroyed. No change has been noticed.

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
OF LAWYERS (Mr. Nial Mc Dermot)

*“The new Turkish Constitution reflects the new
legal framework formed by the laws and decrees of
the National Security Council and is thus a constitu-
tional consecration of the emergency legislation. In

Info-Tirk, E.90 - p.4

the field of human rights the Constitution recognises
a satisfactory list of rights and freedoms, but empties
them of their content by a series of prohibitions, ex-
ceptions and restriction. Thc structure of the State is
given an almost religious significance and is indeed de-
scribed in the Preamble as the ‘sacred state of Turkey’,
The first three articles, dealing with the rcpublican
form of the state, the basic principles of the Republic
and the indivisibie integrity of the State, cannot be a-
mended, and their amendment cannot even be pro-
posed. The powers of amendments of the other arti-
cles are so restrictcd as to make it difficult to move
towards a more liberal concept of democracy. This is
the nature of the Constitution which the military
leaders scek to impose permanently upon Turkey.
Much more serious is the present situation under the
transitional regime, which is far from a return even to
this limited state of normalcy.”

After Mr. Mc Dermot, Kurdish lawyer Hiseyin
Yildirin, who had bcen imprisoned and tortured in
the Diyarbakir Military Prison, made an exposé, as a
member of the International! Commission of Jurists
and gave details on the torture practice in Turkish mi-
litary prisons.

“] want to make it clear to the representatives of
European countries that,' he said, “‘thejr expectations
of a return to democracy cstablished step by step in
the wake of such clections, are a total illusion. What
is being set up and reinforced is not democracy but
fascism. Furthermore the repression has only become
worse since the elections. At the very moment that
the representatives of the Junta were taking their seats
at the Council of Europe in January, bumt corpses
were coming out of Diyarbalkr prison, And at Mamak
prison hunger-strikes and torture were continuing. O-
ver the last ten days, 32 detainees have been sentenced
to death; hundreds of others have been condemned to
life imprisonment or sentenced to up to 36 years.”

“The structures set up by Junta are still in place
and martial law is stil valid.”

Q - Is there not any change since a civil govern-
ment has comne to power?
A - The parliament and government have no po-

wer of control over the martial law commanders or o-
ver the mechanisms at their disposal. The Justice Mi-
nister of a government, who claims that he is in po-
wer, has not even the right to access to the military
prisons in his own country. The present Ministers of
l{ealth and of Justice were obliged to admit on their
return from Diyarbakir that they had not been per-
mitted to visit the prison and had no control over its
adminijstration,”

INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE
{Mr. Pcter Galliner)

“Degpite ali hope that before the elections the si-
tuation would improve, once again leading newspa-
pers such as Terciiman, Milliyet, Nokta, Giinaydin,
Tan and Hirriyct were closed down for some time,
and editors had to face the martial law commanders.
Then, the ncw civilian government was elected. Hope
was expressed by our Turkish friends, and by most of
us that the civilian government would lift martial law
and would grant an amnesty and be concerned with
human rights and press freedom.”

‘... But harassment and persecution continuc.
Shortly before the recent regional elections, once again
Mrs. Ilicak and her editor, Mr. liter of Terciiman, and
Mr. Nadi and his editor, Mr G8nensin of Cumhurlyet,
had to face investigations - and it looked that once a-
gain new trials in ‘both these cases would take place,”

oo



“It is difficult to be over-optimistic on the return
of Turkey tcwards greater democratle freedom at the
present time. As I have mentioned, the closing down
of newspapcers had become commonplace. Editors are
expected to use self-censorship. Any hope for the re-
spect of human rights, the frecdom of speech and free-
dom of expression has so far not really materialised,
The pressures from the military remain extremely
strong. The press laws are such that it is unlikely that
there will be greater freedomn of expression, We regard
this Press Act as an outright violation of press free-
dom. If Turkey wishes to be accepted as z member of
the free world, an amnesty should be granted; and the
fear of harassment and persecution must ceasc. There
cannot be a compromise on these basic principles. It
is more than a year ago since President Evren stated
that all necessary steps would be taken expeditiously
for the establishment of a democratic parliamentary
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regime. So far there has been little development in
that direction,”

Q - How are developments in Turkey being co-

vered by the Eurcpean press?

A - Unfortunately, the European mass media
and most European governments arc very lax with re-
spect to Turkcy. The Federal Republic of Germany
was in a position -and it is still so— to exert the strong-
est pressure. The European mass media, excopt for 2-
3 ncwspapers, have paid very little attentlon to the
persecutions in Turkey. News coverage is quite mini
mal. The activities of the Council of Europe are not
taken seriously.

Q - Is criticism in the Turklsh press tolerated by

the authorities?

A - No, it is not. Self-censorship is still quite
common practice. The press is not free, since demo-
cracy has not been restored.”

OPPOSITION PARTY UNDER
THE MENACE OF DISSCLUTION

Chief Public Prosecutor filed a case on April 6,
1984 at the Constitutional Court against the Correct
Way Party (DYP) demanding the dissolution of this par-
ty on the grounds that the party officials have acted
agaiust the mling law for political parties. The 1 5-page
indlctment claims that the DYP is a continuation of
the now dcfunct Justice Party (AP} and the Grand
Turkey Party (BTP). The Chief Prosecutor among its
evidence points at a photograph of Yildinim Avei,
Chairman of the Party, with Siilcyman Demirel, for-
mer prime minister and Celal Bayar, former president
of the Republic, with a caption which reads: “Three
generations together™,

The Constitutionsl Court gave the DYP 20 days
to prepare a defense to the Prosccutor’s allegations.

Besides, Mr. Avcl was interrogatcd on April 19,
1984 by the Ankara Martial Law Tribunal in relation
to the speeches he made during the local elections
campaign. }

On the other hand, former vice<chaimman of the
Social Democracy Party (SODEP), Mr. Oktay Eksi,
was interrogated on April 4, 1984, by a public prose-
cutor in Ankara for his declaration prior to the legis-
lative elections. The prosecutor accuses Mr. Eksi of
saying that he would not cast a valid vote at that elec-
tion which his party was not permitted by the NSC to
participate in.

DRAFT BILL FOR AMNESTY WITHDRAWN

On April 12, 1984, an opposition deputy with-
drew a draft bill hc had introduced in the Parliainent
for an amnesty for prisoners. Mr. Cllneyt Canver told
reporters that representatives of all three parties in
the Parliament had decided to prepare a joint draft
bill on the matter instead when his was dcbated at the
Justice Committec, Canver’s draft called for release of
prisoners with terms of ten years or less, of life terms
to 24 years and of death penalties to 30-year prison
terms.

High-level officials of the ruting Motherfand Par-
ty {Ana-P) have disclosed that they favor a system of
early release under probation instead of a blanket gen-

eral amnesty. They also suid the amnesty issue could
come before the Parliament in a few more months,
The Justice Committee of the National Assembly
rejected another draft bill stipulating 2 modification
in the legislation on the exscution of punishments to
muoko possible earlier release of political prisoners,

STATE SECURITY COURTS

The State Security Courts, established in eight
provinces will become operational on May 1, the offi-
cial Anatolin News Agency reported, These extraordi-
nary courts composed of military and civilian judges
and prosccutors will repiace the martial law courts
and will mlc on offenses against the State, smuggling
and offenses mentioncd in the law fire-arms.

TORTURERS ACQUITTED

Two army officers and 10 policemen accused of
having tortured a politlcal detainee was acquitted on
April 19 by the Military Tribunal of Martial Law
Command in Istanbul,

HUNGER STRIKES IN MILITARY PRISONS

The political prisoners and detainees in the mili-
tary prisons of Metris and Sagmalcilar in Istanbul start-
ed on April 11, 1984, a hunger strike for protesting
apainst the inhuinan detention condijtions. The milita-
ry authorities claimed that one sixth of all detainees
participated in the action,

On the other hand, the Turkish General Staff an-
nounced on April 5, 1984, that 290 prisoners at Ma-
mak Military Prison had ended their hunger strike. 46
prisoners who had started the action cn February 22,
1984, were hospltalized due to deterioration of their
health.

In another official communique, the General staff
rejected all allegations of systematic torture and fll-
treatment in Turkey's military prisons, describing
them as propaganda aiming at weakening the Turkish
Government and harming its prestige abroad. “Leftist
terrorists, the communique said, try to infringe prison
regulations; some of them refuse to wear prison uni-
forms and carry on their activities in prison.”
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MAN - HUNTING

According to the data published by the daily
Hirriyer of April 24, 1984, 233,645 Turkish citizens
are wanted by the security forces. 18,696 of them are
accuscd of their political acts or opinions.

Recent mass arrests:

8.3, in Kahramanmaras, 15 presumed members
of the Revolutionary Workers-Peasants Party of Tur-
key (TIIKP).

10.3, in Istanbul, 24 mcmbers of Dev-Sol,

15.3, in Istanbul, 28 members of the TKP/ML;
in Giresun, 23 members of TKP.

17.3, in Bingdl, 3 presumed members of the Kur-
dish organisation KAWA,

31.3, in Adana, 22 presumed members of the
Emergency Group.

NEW MASS TRIALS

4.3, in Istanbul, against 25 officials of the Min-
ers’ Trade Union (Yeralt: Maden-Is) and 13 of Public
Workers® Trade Union (Baysen-Is), both affiliated to
DISK.

5.3, in Istanbul, against 7 presumed members of
the Revolutionary Communists’ Union ot Turkey.

15.3, in Istanbul, against 120 members of the
Workers' Party of Turkey (TIP), closed down after
the military coup d'Etat.

23.3, in Istanbul, against 43 officials of the Proe-
gressive Agricultural Workers' Trade Union (Devrmci
Toprak-1s).

24.3, in Istanbutl, against 5 officials of independ-
ent Chemical Workers’ Union (Kimsan-1s).

CONDEMNATIONS

2.3, in Izmir, 9 presumed members of the Com-
munist Party of Turkey (TKP), up to 4 years.

6.3, in Elaz:ip, 2 presumed members of the Re-
volutionary Communist Party of Turkey (TDKP), up
to 10 years,

8.3, in Ankara, 4 members of the Communist
Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist (TKP/ML) to life-
tenn, 32 others to prison terms up to 15 ycars.

9.3,in Malatya, 17 presumed members of the
Revolutionary Left (Dev-Sol), up to 10 years; in Er-
zincan, 25 persons accused of armed acts, to diffcrent
prison terms,

13.3, in Izmir, 7 members of the Revolutionary
Path (Dev-Yol) to life-term, 29 others to different pri-
son terms,

15.3, in Adara, 4 members of the Kurdish orga-
nization Rizgari to life-term, 3 others to diffcrent pri-
son termns.

16.3, in Erzincan, 5 members of the TDKP to
92-year prison term in total; 15 members of the Re-
volutiocnary Communist Labour Party of Turkey
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(TIEKP) up to 15 years.

17.3, in Elazig, 4 members of the Path to the Re-
volution of Turkey (TDY) up to 10 years.

26.3, in Elazig, a member of the Kurdish organi-
sation KAWA to Capital punishment.

29,3, in Diyarbakir, 39 members of the Libera-
tion (Kurtulus) up to 20 years, and in another case in
Izmir, 4 members of the saine organisation to capital
punishment, 4 members to life-term and 66 others to
different prison terms.

INTELLECTUAL LIFE

10.3. Professor Toktamis Ates of the Istanbul U-
niversity and Mrs, Filiz Nayir, publisher of the month-
ly literary review Varl:k, were indicted for an article.
They risk 2-year prison each.

12.3. The military prosecutor of Istanbul Martial
Law Command started a new proceeding against Mr,
Nagdir Nadi, Chief editor of the daily Cumhuriyet and
the dean of Turkish journalists, for one of his recent
editorials

23.3. Famous movie actor Tarik Akan was inter-
rogated by a military prosecutor in Istanbul for his
participation in the actions of the Turkish Peace Com-
mittee pricr to the military takcover.

26.3, In Istanbul, Mr., Nevzat Agan, responsible
editor of the youth review HMalkin Kurtulusu Yolunda
Genglik, banned by martial law authoritics, was con-
demned to 8 years and 9 months by a nilitary court
for an article appeared in this review,

29.3. A unjversity assistant-professor renowned
for his extreme rightists views, Mr. Tunca Toskay,
was designatced as the Director General of the Turkish
Radio-Television Corporation (TRT).

31.3. Mr. Ali Sirmen, editor of foreign news desk
of the daily Cumhuriyet, was tried before a martial
law tribunal for having insulted the military prosecut-
or during his defensc at tho trial of the Turkish Peace
Committec. He had already been condemned to 8-
year prison term as a member of this committee,

19 DEPRIVED OF TURKISH NATIONALITY

The Turkish Government anncunced on March
29, 1984 that 19 Turkdish citizens living abroad were
deprived of Turkish nationality on the charge that
they carry out activities against the security of the
Turkish State. Among them is also the representative
of DISK in Europe, Mr, Yitecl Top.

A QUEBEC COMPUTER SCIENTIST JAILED

A computer scientist whi is alsc a member of the
Qucbec professional Union, Mr. Bernard Bealieu, is
being held in the prison of the city of Denizli since
October 22, 1983, on a double charge of insulting Ge-
ncral Evren and insulting the Turkish Government.
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PROTESTATIONS AND SOLIDARITY

IN THE UNITED STATES

The Washington Post published an article on
March 17, entitled “Turkey’s Mistreated Pacifists”,
The author, Colman McCarthy says:

“The Reagan administration’s drive to militarize
Turkey makes the jailing of 23 peace activists a minor
issue. Congress complies. No one has yet to suggest,
much less insist, that military aid be halted until the
treatment of the peace association be explained.”

“The astounding sentences on peace leaders serve
only to damage the country's dignity and image abroad.”

““Turkey's new government is asking the world
for a chance to prove its commitment to democracy.
It is asking too much, as long as the peace assoclation
remains jailed. With Turkey being increasingly militar-
ized, patriots like Mahmut Dikerdem (Chairman of
the Peace Association) should be given a platform to
speak from, not a jail cell to rot in,”

Ou the other hand, according to the Dutch daily
NRC Handelsblad of March 10, three US organiza-
tions which are committed to defend human rights,
maintain in a joint report that the State Department
has inserted “‘political prejudice’™ in its annual report
on Human Rights violations in 154 countries. These
three organizations do not accept that Human Rights
violations in countries like the Philippines, Uruguay,
Guatemala and Turkey are described as assertions and
allegations, while, according to these organizations, e-
vidence is ‘overwhelming’.”’

ARREST OF GERMAN GREENS

Seven members of West Germany‘s Greens Party,
including thrce MPs, werc arrested on March 23 in
Ankara for protesting agalinst alleged torture in Turk-
ish prisons. They were later deported.

Others, including journalists covering the event,
were also taken to the political section of security
headquarters for questioning, but later released. Police
refused to say how many had been in detention, but
sources said 24 people were arrested.

A spokesman for the West German Embassy i
dentified the Greens members arrested as Milan Hora-
cek, Willi Hoss, and Gabriclla Pothast, members of
the Lower Housa, The spokcesman identified the other
four as Lukas Beckmann, Rudolf Bahro, Uli Fischer,
and Kalle Winkler.

They carried posters in Turkish saying “Empty
the prisons”, “Respect for human rights in Western
and Eastern blocks.” One poster said: “There cannot
be democracy with torture in prisons.”

DRAFT RESOLUTION BY BELGIAN SENATOR

On March 22, Senator IE. Humblet introduced
before the Belgian Senate a draft resolution on the
lack of respect for Human Rights in Turkey, both as
regards persons and communities. He invites the Bel-
glan Government and, particularly, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs to make representations to the Turk-
ish Government in view of tho feelings of horror &
roused by the inuuman practices in that country,and
to endeavour by its actions in the international fo-
rums where Belgium is associated with Turkey, so as
to bring every political, diplomatic and economic pres-
sure to bear on Turkey in order that she put an end
to these practices.

COMMUNIQUE OF BADL

The Belgian Association of Democratic Lawyers
(BADL) made on april 10 a solemn appeal, ¢calling on
all Human Rights organizations to take, in concert, all
measures likely to bring pressure to bear on the Turk-
ish Government, and invited the Beigian Government
to use all influence it wields in the international or-
ganizations in order that human rights violations in
Turkey be stopped.

BUTCH POSITION

According to the daily Volkskrant of March 22,
the Dutch Government has taken a position of “cri-
tical solidarity” towards the new Turkish Govem-
ment,considering it is no use trying to isolate Turkey,
Foreign Affairs Minister Van den Broek said during a
meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee of Parlia-
ment, which had been convened to examine a report
by the Minister on the Netherlands' policy towards
Turkey.

According to the Minister’s siatement, intoler-
able situations stlll prevail in Turkish prisons. After
expressing doubts about the democratic nature of the
new Turkish Constitution, he added however that “he
did not intend to make a final decision until the text
of the Constitution is detalled and completed in se-
parate laws.” In response to motions tabled by the
Social-democratic Party (PvdA) and by the leftists
PSP, the Minister declared that he intended to ap-
proach the Turkish Government in order that an am-
nesty be granted to those political prisoners who had
not been involved in violent actions.

MARCH IN SUPPORT OF PRISONERS

On April 22, on the place de la Bastille in Paris,
film director Yilmaz Giiney along with several pro-
minent figures started a march to Strasbourg, organiz-
ed by the Solidarity Committee with political prison-
ers in Turkey. The marchers are scheduled to arrive in
Strasbourg on May 7, two days before the debate due
to be held on May 9, during which the Council of Eu-
rope Parliamentary Assembly is expected to decide
whether Turkey’s parliamentarians are to be readmit-
ted. The marchers from Paris, along with those who
started marching simultaneously or a few days earlier
from West Germany, Switzerland and Austria, pur-
pose to organize in Strasbourg, on May 8, a “tribunal”
with a view to sheding new light on the issue of re-
pression in Turkey.

SWISS PRESSURE

By mid-April, Turkish ambassador Dogan Tiirk-
men has been convoked to the Ministry of Foreign
Affajrs in Berne, where ho was informed of a protest
by the Swiss Government with respect to human rights
violations in Turkey.

PROTESTS OF LAWYERS

300 West Berlin lawyers have addressed a letter
to the Speaker of the European Parliament, asking
that equal rights not be recognized to the Turkish re-
gime, In Turkish prisons, it was emphasized, Turkish
colleagues are tortured, alonmg with trade-unionists,

o



Moreover, repressive measures are aimed against the
press.

GERMAN AID TO CONTINUE

The West German Government has approved on

IMMIGRATION

1.3, a Turkish woman, Nazire Cigek, was deport-
ed from the FRG with her 6-month-cld baby. She had
came to Hapnover to join her husband, but West Ger-
man police refused to give her residence permit.
Thanks to protests by a number of democratic organ-
izations, her deportation had been deferrod until the
birth of her baby.

6.3,in Bergen Op Zoom, The Netherlands, a
Turkish mosque was attacked by a group of Dutch
racists,

7.3, a Turkish family-fell a victitn of the visa ob-
ligation imposed on Turkish citizens in France. A
Turkish worker, Osman Cuci, had first tried to bring
his wife Emine and his two children legally in France
from Italy, but the latter had been turnmed back by
the French Customs officers, because they had no
visa attached to their passport, Later on, Cuci entered
along with his family the 12 kilometer long Mont-
Blanc tunnel, But, as they nearly rcached tho end of
the tunncl, they were run over by a train coming
from France,

7.3, in Brussels, Belgian police raided “City 27
trade center and arrestcd about 300 youths, most of
them foreigners. This operation has aroused strong re-
actions from immijgrant organizations.

8.3, end of West German Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Genscher’s visit to Ankara, during which the prob-
lem of Turkish workers in the FRG was high on the a-
genda. In accordanec with the EEC-Turkey treaty
granting Turkey the status of an associate member,
Turkish workers will, from 1986, be entitled to free
movement and free choice of their jobs in the count-
ries of the Community. Minister Genscher, howeyer,
urged the Turkish Government that the application of
the frec movement agreement be deferred to a later
date. It appears that the Turkish authorities intend to
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February 9 the report drawn up by the Foreign Af-
fairs minister regarding West Germany’s aid to Tur-
koy. In his report Mr. Genscher maintains that Tur-
key has achieved substantial progress towards restor-
ing democracy and, consequently, deserves West Ger-
man economic and military aid for 1984,

turn this question into a means of bargaining, in order
to get some concessions in their relations with the EEC.

9.3, according to a statement by the West Berlin
Senate (local government), it emerges from a survey
that 20 perccnt of all Turkish youths living in this ci-
ty wish to tecome naturalized Germans.

12.3,in London, a night club belonging to a
Turkish citizen was destroyed by a bomb explosion,

13.3, a Turkish citizen, father of two children of
British nationality, was deported to Istanbul by order
of the Home Office. Both children, respectively eight
and six year old, were born in Great-Britain before
the ncw Nationality Act came into force. In accord-
ance with this law, birth in the UK does no morc re-
sult automatically in obtaining British nationality.

16.3, in Copenhagen, the Court of Appeal has
upheld the verdict of not puilty passed by a lower
court on two policemen charged with beating to death
a Turkish immigrant, Osman Polat.

20.3, in Oberhausen (FRG), a Turkish pub be-
longing to Mehmet Cokdemir was machinc gunned by
unidentified people. On the same day, in Hamburg,
the house of a Turkish immigrant, Kamil Demirel,
was set on fire by unidentified pcople.

22.3, in Brussels, the Belgian Parliament has pas-
scd by 100 votes against 61 and 18 abstentions the
draft bill restricting, with regard to immigrants, their
relatives’ right to join their familics from abroad, as
well as immigrants’® rights as regards residence and so-
cial aid. The Socialist opposition, joined by the Fle-
mish party “Volksunie”, the Communijsts and the
Greens voted against.

25.3,in Litge, Belgium, immigrants went to the
polls to elect 51 new members of the Immigrants Ad-
visory Council, The Socialist and Communist candi-
dates gained the absolute majority at the Council.



