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GENERAL EVREN'S RESPONSE TO
V. THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE'S “GOODWILL"”

WITCH-HUNT

At last, it is the time of holiday... Everywhere in Northern Europe attractive gaily-
coloured advertisements are full of praise for the sunny Mediterranean countries which
are racing one with another for welcoming foreign tourists. Among them is also Turkey.
A country which has been reintegrated, after a 3-year interval, into the Council of Eu-
rope in the conviction that “the timetable drawn up by the previous military government
for a return towards democracy has been formally respected...”

Since the European deputies welcomed their Turkish colleagues as the represent-
atives of a “European democracy”, why should any European democrat hesitate to
spend a pleasant holiday during the long hot summer days in this sunny paradise for
tourists? There is no more reason for feeling remorse to contribute thus to financing a
dictatorial regime.,.

No doubt, foliowing the Council of Europe’s decision, thousands of European de-
mocrats will be basking in the sun on the seashores of Turkey. While they will be enjoy-
ing themselves, in the same country,

. - more than 20 thousand political detainees will continue to suffer from inhuman
~ conditions in Turkey's military prisons,

- mnbny of them will continue fo shuttle between these prisons and the military

tribunals,

- some of them who were already sentenced to death, will go to the gallows.

Is that all?

More than one thousand distinguished intellectuals of Turkey will spend the hot
summer days in the interrogation centers of the military for having signed a petition to
the “President of the Republic” and many of them will presumably be detained for using
their right of petition recognized in the new constitution, (See: Bulletin of May 1984).

The petition, submitted to the Presidential Palace on May 16, 1984, on behalf of
1,260 leading intellectuals (the number subsequently rose to 1,383) was calling for an
end to torture and the restoration of political freedom.

Two weeks later, on May 28, General-President Evren unleashed a fierce attack on
the signatories, Speaking in his home province of Manisa, in western Turkey, Evren ac-.
cused the petitioners of aiming to embarass Turkey internationally with their allegations
of digrespect for human rights. He said the “self-styled intellectuals upheld the right of
free association so that al} the former (precoup) wickedness could be resumed under
the roofs of innocent-looking associations, trade unions or professional bodies.”

“If they are so Interested in politics why don’t they find themselves a place in one
of the dpolitical parties? [ stand as a guarantor for the Constitution and I will oppose to
the end way changing of the Constitution.”

“These pseudo-intellectuals in Turkey who become traitors in the end. They say that
human rights are being violated in Turkey. They forget the fact that the country is still
under martial law, They say that torture is a crime committed against humanity. We do
not say any differently. Torture is a crime and that is why we punish offenders. These
pseudo-intellectuals carry on with this campaign and try to belittle Turkey in the eyes
of the world. In fact, this is what they are really after. We are quite aware of their real




intentlons, and have evidence against them. They say
that capftal punishment should be lifted and those al-
ready sentenced should not be executed. But they
forget that the death sentence even exists in the Unit-
ed States, They have the electrical chair thege.”

“One of their aims is to force us to announce a
general amnesty which would include all those terror-
ists who brought us to the point of destruction, We
knew that there will be such groups making demands,
therefore we felt the need to Include a clause in the
Constitution barring the way for these temrorists to
enjoy amnesty. These same thieves, murderers and rap-
ists used to setum to prison a few days later fafter
thelr releate from prison) for the same crimes, How
can we be sure that they will not commit the same
mistakes again. Hag anyone asked {he relatives of those
who suffered whether they have pardoned them or
not? Those who call themselves intellectuais do not
want an amnesty fcr these people, They want anar-
chists to be pardoned,™

“They ask for the production of idesrs. What they
redlly mean by this is that they want books on faso-
ismt, marxism, leninlsm, maolsm to be published frec-
Iy. All they want is the new generation to be poison-
ed by reading such publications, Other things they
want ia freedom of the press and the autonomy of the
Turkish Radio and Television, First of all, § would like
to point cut that we do nothinp sgainst the freedom
of the press, but we are now under martial law, The
whole nation witnessed how the communists made
good use of the TRT before September 12 (1980)".

“A third thing is that they want the universities
to be autonomecus, They do not want the State inter-
fere in thelr work. Wo also witnessed how these uni-
versities turned into dens of anarchy in the past.”

“These people who define themselives as ‘intel-
lectusals’ claim that only their views are right. Your
thoughts and my thoughts are not important forthem.
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Only they know the best. We have seen too many
such intellectuals who chose to flee to forelgn count-
ries at tho end.,, Some even died there... What can |
do with such intellectuals?"”

In fact, this speech of General Evren is aimed at
influencing the legal proceedings against the petition-
ers. All of them had already been summoned before
the martisl law prosecutor for questioning, Each of
them risks a prison term from one year up to 3 years,

By condemning in advance the signatories of this
very Innocent petition without waiting for the decision
of a judpe, Evren made It clear that he does not res
pect justice at eil.

Neither he does respect popular will.., The views
expressed in the petition are compietely shared by
the major opposition party. The Chairman of the So-
cial Democracy Porty (Sodep), Professor Erdal Intnl,
in reply to a question on May 28 sald that these views
were in harmony with the ideas contained in the pro-
gram of his party. He pointed out the need for the de-
moeratic mechanism in the country to start working
&3 soon as possible and stated: “Just because Turkey
is recovering from a long iliness, it should not stop us
touching on certain vital lssues. In fact I believe that
politiclans have a bipger responsibility during thie re-
covery period. If we stop from speaking at this time,
it may be too late afterwards. Democracy in Turkey
will flourish as our economiz, social and intellectusl
life flourishes.”

But the chief of the junta takes no heed of what
a political party says which obtained a fourth of the
votes at the recent local elections.

As for the “goodwill™ and wishes of the Council
of Europe, he had already expressed his gratitude by
saying: “We never act under the pressure by others.”

He proved it once more.., And his dictatorship,
after obtaining the blessing of the Council of Europe,
has unleaghed a new witch-hunt in Turkey,

COMPLETE TEXT OF INTELLECTUALS' PETITION

Democracy lives through its institutions and principles. When in a country institutions, notions
and principles that are the foundstion of democeacy are being destroyed, suppressing the damages
cauged by it becomes all the more difficult.

To alienate democracy from its inherent values and institutions, to presetve it in form while emp-
tying it of Its contents, Is a dangerous as destroying it. For thesc reasona we uphold institutions, no-
tions and principles preserving the stracture of the state founded on historical experience, and defend
their strengthening in a democratic environment,

Gur people deserves all human rights existing in contzmporery societics and should enjoy them
without any restziction. We consider it humiliating that our country has been reduced to the position
of a country whose human rights guarantees are being debated abroad.

The right to life as well a5 a life worthy of uman-being {s the main aim of existence within an or-
ganized society, which In our time could not be suppressed for any reason whatsoever; it is a natural
and secred right, That this right acquires a conteat, depends on whether oplnicns can be freely expres
sed and developed and whether it {s possible to orpanize onceelf on the basis of them. In our view, the
fact that in our soclety individuals come forward with new and cistinct ideas, Is not —as some people
try to prescnt it— the cause of the crisis, but a prerequisite essential to society’s vitality.

Justice, man's ultimate refuge, is at the same tlme the main support of an existence worthy of
humarn-being. In a contemporary state based on law, existing means to achleve justice require that the
search for justice bo hindered in no way and that, in the course of judicial procedures, no use be made
of exceptional judicial ways nor of extraordinary methods, We consider it incompatible with the con-
temporaty conception of democracy, when exceptionsl forms of administration become permanent
in times that ate termed normal.

Restricting citizens' rights without any judicial procedure, making up offenses through unilateral
admindstrative modes of procedure that are not subject to discussion, stripping people of their politic-
al tights and levelling accusations of merely general nature brings whole sections of soclety to the point
of destruction, When membership to associatioma, co-operatives, foundations, professional unions
and political parties, as well as opinlons that at the time they were being expresged were not punish-
able, are afterwards labelled offenscs depending on the views that are dominating, then this is incom-
patible with the notion of a state based on the law,
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The detnocratic system Itself cannot be held responsible for the wave of terrorist actions Turkey
went through,

It is the inevitable duty of any organized saciety to combat acts of violence, But a basic charac-
teristic inherent to state power is acdherence to legal ncrms in the fight against terrorism. In front of
terrorlsm, this can never justify resorting to identical niethods by the state.

Torture, the existence of which has been proved by court decisions as well, is a crime against hu-
mehity, We fear that it may have become habitual for torture to be used as an extra-judicial, prior and
primitive form of punishment. Moreover, we repatd priscn conditions exceeding the aim to restrict
freedom as a form of ill treatment and torture.

All necessaty measures ghould be taken for the complete eradication of torture. If, during an in-
vestigation preliminary to an inguiry, & hearing of a case or as far as the defence Is concerned, the
pnorms of a state based on the law are abandoned; if, as regards procedure methods, universal quaran.
tees stressed by the principle. that “in any cace a defendant should te presumed innocent until his
conviction’’, are regarded as mull and vaid, then the reign of the arbitrary becomes —especiaily in polf-

tieat trials-— etrsie element of the procedure..

In view of the-fact that all-sections of society share Tesponsibility i the emerperree of ferrorise:
rctions, we believe-that it is necessary to stop curying out executory death sentences and o nhol.ish
capimtpnnhtnmntsonto sweep aside once for all the tden-that kithing might te & solotion, -

Startine from the undversal fact that delayed justice s an injustice, we consider- th!m

~ propressshould be brought to completion as quickly as possibie, -

Offenges are braught about by the social and political conditions. As regards the instadblephase -
prevalent at that time in Turkey, one should pot forzet the responsibllity attributable to society. For
these reasons, and in order to contribute to social peace, we consider indispensable a comprehensive
amnesty. Politics as o means enabling to tell good from evil, right from wrcong in public life, should al-
low society as 8 whole to take part in the management of the country.

The failings of everyday politics which occur in any country and which are incvitable, cannot be
a reason for preventing people from serving socicty by engaging in pclitics —which should be within
the reach of everyone— and for reserving this exclusively for certain strata, for one person or for n cer-
tain group of persons. Politics cannot te exclusively reduced to administrative decislon-making,

The will of the nation acquires a content only in those types of sccleties where all sections of so-
clety can organize themselves freely. In countries where nobody is indicted for his political convic-
tions and philosophical conceptions and where no citizen is reproached with his religious beliefs, the
will of the nation is the supreme power. The lepltimity of this supreme power depends on the latter’s
attitude towards fundamental rights and liberties.

Circumstances preventing the will of the mafority frcm determining itself freely, are contrary to
democracy. Likewise, suppressing basic rights on the pretext that there exists a majority will, is in-
compatible with democracy.

In the process of historical development, the alm of democratic constitutiona is to guerantee the
rights and libertlcs of the individual, Prcvisions that tend to weaken the individual’s position vis-g-vis
the state, mean --no matter under what name they are introduced-— a departure from democracy. In
such a situation, the Constitution which oupght to be the source of democratic life, becomes an ob-
atacle to demcocracy.

Trade unions, professional associations, but above gll political parties, are the indispensable pil-
lars of demccratic life, Inasmuch as it is their duty to defend the economic intercsts and solidarity of
their members, professional organizations must protect, along with the political parties, the democra-
tic liberties of both individuals and groups and must be a means and a driving force enabling them to
participate in management. Therefore we believe it s necessary to ensure that the provisions of the
Constitution contain the larzest puarantees for both the right of orpanizing and the right of participation,

In the life of any society, the cxistence of elements such as liberty, variety and renewal is neces-
sary for the future and for the capacity of development of society. From this point of view, any in-
tellectual production of whatever kind must te protected and it should be possible to present freely
new proposals to public opinion.

A free press is one of the basic elements completing the democratic regime. To achieve this, so-
clety needs to te informed on itself independently, without any control and in a diversified way;
moreover, it 1s necessary to enable free circulation of ideas and to ensure that any kind of criticism be
referred to in the press. Educating a diversified public opinlon and controlling democratically manage-
ment of soclety can solely be achieved through such a press, Just for these reasons, and provided their
neutrality is guaranteed, we believe that it is necessary to grant autonomy to the Turkish Radio and
Television Corporation (TRT).

The main aim of education is to rise freethinking, learned, capable and creative people, Contrary
to this, it {a incompatible wlth the evolution of cur time and with pluralistic democracy to produce a
one-type man, The aim of contemporary democracy is to develop people who are able to view the
world critically,

When the universities, as the best educated secticn of soclety, are stripped of their autonomy and
when it Is alleged that they do not deserve to run themsgelves, then that leads to deny that in our
country democascy could work. Subordinating all higher education institutions to the lmperative rule
of 8 council with Jisproportionate power which has teen set up through appointments,- rouses great
concern for the country’s future inasmuch as already now it hinders the young from being well edu-
cated and hampers sclentific life, Therefore we consider that the structure of the Higher Education
Council (YOK) needs to be altered without delay in the zense of an autonomy based on the principle
of election, S
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development of society are:

- that no subject should be tabooed,

We would like to stress the fact that a prerequisite essential to civilisation is to abolish both legal
and actual restrictions hampering the smergence of intellectual and artistic productions, end to pro-
vide thinkers and artists, as well s all citizens, with the universal guarantees, Prercquisites to a sound

- to be free to produce and circulate artistic works of whatever kind,
- to abolish censorship completely which hampers In the extreme cultural creativeness,

- that criminal responsibility should te established exclusively by the normal judicial authorities.

In view of these facts, we, being aware of our responsibility towards society, believe in all sincer-
ity that contemporary democracy, even though it shows differences in the various countries depend-
Ing on specific situations, bas nevertheless an unchangeable fundamental basis; that our nation too has
adopted the institutions and principles that constitute this fundamental basis; that it is necessary to
suppress by democratic methods all legal and practical provisions that are contrary to it, and that in
this way a sounder and safer solution to the crisis we are going through, will be found,

GOVERNMENT UNDER THREAT

General Evren's wrathful speech concerning the
petitioners does not take only them as its target, but
generally all political and socinl forces which dare act
independently and attempt to change the present Con-
stitution,

By saying “I stand as a puarantor for the Consti-
tution and 1 shall oppcse to the end any changing of
the Constitution’, General Evren wants to stress that
even in the case of any attempt bty a future parliamen-
tary majority to modify theConstitution, he will not
recognize the superiority of popular will,

In fact, the ""elected” government does not wield
any power In matters of law and order. It is still the
National Security Council, chaired by Evien and com-
pused of four army chiefs, thzee former army chiefs
and four government members, that determines the
government’s policies in these matters, The latest meet-
ing of this council was held on May 7 in Ankara, It iz
the same councll that declded earlier to replace mar-
tial law in come provinces by the state of emergency,

As repards economic policies, Evren seems to let
the Government act a little bit more freely. Since toth
of them, Evren bimself and Premier Ozal cling to the
directives of the International Monetary Fund, there
is no fundamental divergence between them gbout e-
conomic policies to be applied in the long run, Never-
theless, Evren acts double-facedly as regards the Go-
vernment’s short run economic decisions, such as price
hikes which arouse populer discontent. In a speech de-
livered on May 28, referring to the citizens' coimnpleints,
he sald: ““If the President of the Repullic Interferes in
the economic pelicy of the Government, in that case
It will be regarded as the policy of the President of the
Republic”. Furthermore, if I interferc in the govern-
ment’s economic policy, they can claim, in case the sit-
uation should deteriorate, that it happened due to in-
terference by the President of the Republlc.”

Obviously Evren attempts tolay the responsibility
for all unpopular economic decisiona on Ozal in order
to be able to play the part of an arbiter in case politi-
cal troubles should arise, and to replace the Ozal Gov-
emment by another team loyal to the "President of t
the Republic”.

It is a matter of fact that, due to rapidly rising in-
flation, Ozal has already begun to suffer from a fall in
populasity. Even the daily press close to big business
has launched a campeign of criticism against thegovern-
ment’s policles by dramatizing the effects of the high
inflation rate which has already reached 56 percent
over the past 12-mcnth period.

General Evren, with the purpoee of deluding pec-
ple Into belleving that he does not endorse all policies
of the present government, has already made some oth-

er gestures. Recently, in a letter to Ozal, he strongly
blamed the government for appointing some persons
as “acting directors™ to key posts.

As prior to the general election, General Evren had
led a campaign against Oza) (See: Bulletin of Novem-
ber 1983), these new gestures of Evren gave rige to
speculations that the “President of the Republic™ was
in search of a new government.

According to the Twrkish Dally News of June §,
membters of the last military sovernment met at a res-
taurant to discuss the state of affairs in the country a
and to see what new possibilities emerged In order to
topple the 6-monthsold Ozal administration. The din-
ner was reportedly chaired by the former Prime Minis-
ter Retired Admiral Bitlent Ulusu,

“The country is In a serious condition and If noth-
ing 1s done now, it may ke too late”, said one member
of the group. ‘“The Motherland Party hes shown that
it lacks the necessary men and the ability to stop infla-
tion. When they first took office, the general bellef in
the country was that Ozal was the only person who ¢
could curb the sozring prices and find a sohition to
the sufferings of the ‘middle pillar’ (‘working people’
in Ozal'sjargon). His five months rule has proved how-
ever that the expectations of the nation were wrong.”

After this closed-doors meeting, General Evren re-
ceived on June 6 the chairmen of the opposition por-
ties represcnted in the National Assembly, onc more
gesture that strengthened rumors that the “President
of the Republic” wants to form a “natlonal coalitlon
government’ to be headed by Retired Admlral Ulusu,
In fact, this wes & formuln which had been applied in
1971, after the overthrow of the then civilian govern-
ment by the military.

Tailing to keep popular support and facing the at-
tacks from the Presidential Palace, Ozal’s Motherland
Pasty (ANAP) suddenly found itself in a multi-dimen-
stonal turmoil. The troubles of Premier Ozal have been
aggravated especially due to conflicts nmong the four
opposing tendencies which allegedly had come to
terms within the framework of the Motherland Party:

- Tendency of the defunct Natlonal Saivation

Party (MSP), islamjc fundamentalist;
- Tendency of the defunct Nationalist Action
Perty (MHP), nec-fascist;

- Tendency of the defunct Justice Porty (AP),

righitisat;

- Tendency of the defunct Republican People’s

Party (CHP), center-left.

It is tnie that in the absence of a genuine repre-
sentation of these tendencies on the parllamentary
scene, Ozal had succeeded in getting votes from their
former electorate. But the hard-core of the party is
composad of fermer actlvists of the lslamic, funda-
mentalist and neo-fascist parties.
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Turgut Ozal too had distinguished himself as a
prominent figure of the Nationel Salvation Party dur
ing the pre~coup geriod. While he was Deputy Prime
Minister of the military government, bis brother Kor-
kut Ozal was being tried at the MSP Trial, The latter
cannot assume any responsability within the ANAP
due to the ban on political activities for the top lea-
ders of the defunct political parties.

But another brother of the Prime Minister, Yu-
suf Oza}l, has rccently been appointed head of the
State Planning Organization, an appointment which
aroused further criticism against Ozal,

Many of the ANAP leaders hrd got their first po-
litical expericnce in the ranks of the defunct MSP.
Among them are:

- Deputy Prime Ministcr Xaya Erdem,

- Minister of Culturc and Tourism Mikerrem Tas-

Gilar,

- Ministcr of National Education Vehbi Dingerler,

= Minister of Health and Social Ald Mehmet Aydin

- Minister of Ecergy #nd Natural Resources Ce-

mal Sdyitklas,

- Minister of the Interior Ail Tanriyar,

- Minister of Forestry Hiisnit Dogan.

As for the neo-fescist tendency, it is zepresented
in the leadership by Sccretary General Mustafa Tasar.
Besides, this tendency has already occupied many
posts in the present governimment:

- State Minister Falil Savpin,

» State Ministcr Kazim Oksay,

- State Minister Mesut Yilinaz,

- Minister of Communication Veysel Atasoy,

- Under-Secretary Hasan Celal Gdzel.

Thanks to thc succes of the ANAP gt the local
elections, the majority of the posts of mayor have
been ghared out among representatives of these two
political tendencics. Neo-fascist activists are now at
the head of the municipalities of Erzincan, Erzurum,
Adapazen, Bingdl, Elazig, Yozgat, Gaziantep, Anta-
kya, Kastamonu and of many minor cities.

Most important ic the fact that the mayor of the
capital city of Ankara, Mehmsat Altinsoy had a seat of
MSP deputy in Parliament between 1965 and 1969.

One of the first decisions of the Town Council
headed by Antingoy nas teen:

- changing the name of Abdi Ipekgi city park
(Abdi Ipekgi, a renown Turkish joumalist assassinated
by Mehmet All Arga, author of the abortive attempt
agalnst the Pope),

- replacing the Hittite Monument with a presiden-
tial symbol (neo-fassists deny the fact that the Hitti-
tes were among the flrst inhabitants of Anatolia},

- changing the neme of Lausanne Square fnto Ma-
lazgirt Square (the Lausanne Treaty is the internatio-
nal document which determined the present borders
of the State. These borders are nct recopgnized by
neo-fascists who claim all territories in Asia inhabited
by Turks. Malazgirt is the name of the place of the
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battle which opened the way to the conguest of Ana-
tolla by the Turks coming from Asla).

The quarrels between these two principal tenden-
cles within the ANAF prevent Ozal from pursuing a
coherent policy.

It is also reported that there {8 no harmony in the
Council of Ministers. **Two particularly important mji-
nisters, whose areas of responsability are very much
thz same are on the point of stranpling each other. Se-
veral ministers have completely different views on
how to solve the country’s many problems. Take, for
example, the Minister of Finance snd Customs Vural
Arnikan and the Députy Prime Minister Kaya Erdem.
They cannot find one single point to sgree upon”,
{The Turkish Datly News, June 4, 1934)

While Kaya Frdem, just like Ozal himgelf, has dis-
tingujshed himself as the champion of applying mone-
tarist policies to the detriment of working people and
weak enterprises, Arikan argues that the government
should revize these policies so as to raise the workers’
purchasing power and to stop small firms from going
bankrupt.

Furthermore, the bombshell of the “fictitious ex-
ports" issue has aggravated disagreements within the
government, In accordance with a government decl-
slon, exporters can get handsome tax refunds if they
can prove that they have really exported their goods.
This incentivc measure which is being applied for six
months, has given an amazing result: Turkish exports
have risen by 50 percent. Closs scrutiny of the data
showcd however that 90 percent of Turkey’s exports
to Switzerland and 25 percent of those to West Ger-
many were fictitious and that at least eight export
finns had pocketed billlons TL as tax rcbates. This re-
velation aroused angry reactfons even in the country's
business circles.

As for the workers, in protest against the fall in
spending power and the restrictions on the exercice
of tmde union rights, the Confederation of Turkish
Trade Unlons (Tiirk-Is) staged two mass rallies, one in
Izmix and the other in Istanbul, Although these wor-
kers' meetings, the first since the military coup, were
held under close supervision by the martial law autho-
rities and oriented by the collaborationist lesdership
of Tilrk-1s, participants strongly criticized the govern-
ment’s monetarist policies and shouted anti-govern-
ment slogans, asking for “Freedom, bread and peace”,

In brief, after a 6-month rule, Ozal’s party has
found itself caught in a cross-fire and s the target of
attacks by the workers, on the one hand, and of criti-
clsm by the discontented section of business, on the
other hand, But the worst thing are the inner diver-
gences and conflicts within the ANAP, a party which.
as The Economist of June 16, 1984 putsit, Is “large-
ly composed of opportunists who jumped on to Mr.
Ozal’s bandwagon, last autumn...”

..And General Evren, eager to settle accounts,
waits for next autummn!

STATE TERROR

TWO HUNGER-STRIKERS DEAD:
ACTIOM GOES ON

After two months of hunger-strikes in Turkish pr
prisons, in protest against ill treatmient, two political
detainees have died, while thres others are In a coma.
This information mven ty relatives of the prisoners,

has reached the foreign press, despite intimidation at-
tempts by the military junta; but General Evren order
od the Turkish press not to refer to it.

Abdullah Meral, a former militant of Dev-Sol (Re-
volutionary Left) whose dead wasreported on June 15,
had teen brought to a hospital in early June, along
with 14 other hunger-strikers,
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And on June 17, it was Melimet Fatih Oktulmus’s
friends who announced that the latter had just died.
Oktulmus was a militant of a left-wing organization,
TIKB. Both died at Istanbul military hespital.

The protest movement of political prisoners had
started on Apsril 11. At that time, about five-hundred
detainees of Metrils and Sapmaleilar prisons in lstanbul
had started a hunger-strike with the view of obtaining
the status of political prisoners and in order that mel-
treatment to which they were subjected, be stopped.

Eatly this year, dmilar hunger-strikes which occur-
ted In the prisons of Ankera and Diyarbakiz, resulted
in the death of ¢leven detainees.

Among the militants who are worst sffected by
the consequences of the hunger-strike in Istanbul, two
are reported to have gone Into an irreversible coma,
Dursun Karatag and Ibrahim Frdogan, and their parents
expect them to die at any time.

The news of the political detajnees” hunper-strike
hes only once been confirmed by the military autho-
rities, Shortly before they had “‘organized wicits to
two prisons for an overmuch indulgent “fact-findings
committee’ of the Council of Europe (this mission
had been used by the right-wing majority to restoro
the Anksata representation in all its rights),

Eatller, on May 10, 1984, a2 press release fssued
by the General staff of the Turkish Armed Forces, stat-
ed that 113 political prisonersin Metris prison and 153
in Sagmalcilar pison went on with their hunger-strike
started on Aprit 11,

NEW CONDEMNATIONS

Last month, asorlesof political trials, initiated af-
ter the military coup, have endcd with heavy condem-
nations. Among hundreds of victims of “military jus-
tice™ 37 have been sentenced to death.

3.5,in Ankara, 2 militant of Kurtulus was scn-
tenced to 16 months' imprisonment for insulting se-
cusity forces during his main trisl,

%.5,in Adana, 2 membters of the Yorkers’ Party
of Kurdistan (PKK) were sentenced to death, one to
life-prison and 12 others to varicua prison terms. in
Malatya, 43 members of the Revolutionary Communist
Party of Turkey (TDKP) to prison terms of up to 28
years, In [zmir, 3 rightist activists up to 3 years.

6.5,in Adana, 5 members of the Finergency
Group and one militant of TDKP up to 13 ycars.

13.5, In Ankara, a memter of TDKP to 21 yecars,

17.5, in Ankara, three members of the “Thitl Pa
Path™ up to 8 yeamn.

19.%, in Dlyarbakir, 153 members of the Labor
Party of Kurdisten (KIP) up to 25 vears, Mchdi Zana,
former Mayor of Diyarbokir, to 7 yeers and § months
in prison. In Istenbul, 12 members of the Revolution-
ary Union of the People (DHB) up tn 16 years,

23.5, in Izmir, 13 membters of Dev-Yol to death,
14 to life-prison and 80 othersup to 26 years.

25.5, in Ankara, o rightist activist to death and
another one to 16 ycars’ imprisonment.

26.5, in Diyarbakar, 65 members of the Kurdish
organization Rizgari up to 14 years, In Izmir, 3 mem-
bers of DHB to life-prison, 14 others up to 16 yecars.

30.5,in Adana, one member of the Fmemency
Group to death, two to life-prison and 11 others to vo-
rlous prison terms. In Ankam, 7 memters of Dev-Yo!
up to 15 years. In Istanbul, 7 members of the Com-
munist Party of Turkey/Morxist-Leninist (TKP/ML)
to death, 8 to life-prison and 129 up to 24 years in jail.

31.5, 1o Istanbul, at another trial of TKP/ML, 11
people to death, 2 to life-prison and 50 othersup to 20
years, In Erzincan, 2 members of Xurtulus to death,
and 14 to prison terms of up to 29 years in prison,
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NEW TRADE UNION TRIALS

The military prosecutors of Istanbul Martial Law
Commanc have taken new legal action against trade
union legsders. Meanwhile, the number of defendants
at the mzin DISK trisl who are liable to the death
sentence, has rie2n to 76. Those who have been in-
cluded in ihe DISK trial and who ate under threat of
the death sentence are renown Turkish painter Othan
Taylan and Chetrman of the Public Works Union (Bay-
gen) Abdurrahman Cevdet Ozhagirci.

Rewidcs, of the {;ade unjon trials which are being
held before miljtsry tribuncis, thres were extended with
the addition of rew defendants: 5 persons to the Yeni
Haber-1s, 6 to the Sine-Sen and 14 to the Baysen trial.
Al defendants risk prison terms up to 20 years.

FASCIST UNION REOPENED

While the DISK and its affillate unions are still
suspended and their tarders are being tried before mi
litary tribunals, the Confederation of Nationalist Trade
Unlons (MISK) who had been suspended at the same
time just after the military coup, hes been reopened
with the permlission of the military authorities. n
fact, the milltery prosecutors did not teke any legal
proceedings against the officiala of this side organisa-
tion of the nco-fascist MHP, despite the fact that se-
curty forces had found hnuls of arms and ammuni-
tion fn its head office.

OTHER NEW TRIALS

3.5, in Izmir, againet 7 people accuged of having
attempted to reorganize the Popular Liberation Partyf
Front of Turkey (THXP/C).

6.5, In Anksara, Chairman of Agriculturists” As-
scciation, Ibrahim Yetkin, Chairman of the Union of
Agriculturis?s’ Chembers of Turkey, Osman Ozbek;
and Chairmen of the Associatlon of Agricultural En-
gineers, Saml Dogan were charged with criticizing the
low level of State subventions to agricultural products.
They nre accnsed of meking political statements on
behall cf thelr assccintlons, This is the first applica-
tlcn of the new anfidemocrat'c low on asgoclations,

23.5, in Istanbul, 10 former members of the Board
of Istanbul Bar Assoclation wers charged with break-
ing the law on Ear Accociations, They are accused of
foiling to deny former Chairman of the Bar Assocla-
tion Mr. Orhan Apaydin the rigat to exerclse the pro-
fession of attoiney, following his arrcst in connection
with the Turkizh Peasc Commiitee trial.

24.5, In lstunbul, sgalnst 9 members of Dev-Yol
and 2 members of the Tropressive Youth Association,

31.5, in Divasbeksy, against 96 members of the
National Libersticn of Kurdistan (ILUK). 5 of the de-
fendants tisk tho death seutence,

PROSECUTION OF POLITICIANS

While the lczal procesdings ogainst the Correct
Way Parly (DVE) are goinz on at the Constitutional
Court and white ity chaitman, Yildirim Avci Is being
sued by the military prosecutors for his electoral
speeches, on May 16, former Prime Minister Bilent B-
cevit was summoned (o the office of the Ankara mif-
litary Prozecutor. He i3 accused of having violated the
interdictions imposed by the military junta by declar-
ing that ha did not meoan to vote at the local elections,

On the other hand, on May 30, in Istanbul, theee
officials of the mzin opposition party, Sodep, were
indjcted for their electoral statements prior o the lc-
cal elections,

o



MASS ARRESTS

10.5, in Istanbul, 42 presumed members of Kur-
tulus (Liberation).

17.5, in Istanbui, 7 presumed members of Dev-Sol.

24.5, in 1zmir, 25 presumed members of the Wor-
kers' Voice, a fraction of the TKP. They are accused
of having organized some illegal actions on May Day.

25.5, in Elazig, 16 presumed members of Dev-Sol.

26.5, in Elazig, 9 presumed membersof TKP/ML.

27.5, in lzmir, 33 presumed membersof Dev-Yol.,

SINGER CONDEMNED

On May 9, Turkish singer Rahmi Saltuk, after
performing at a concert more songs than scheduled in
the program previously submitted to the military au-
thoritics, was sentenced to 3 months’ imprisonment,
commuted into a fine,

The authorcomposer was convictcd of “‘disregard
for the laws’' for the additional songs, none of which
was however banned. His concert took place in Bod-
rum, last summer. As for all performances in this
country under martial law, the singer had previously
to apply for the military authorities’ permission, This
had been granted on the basis of a 20-song program.

The public's enthousiasm had however led Saltuk
to sing additional ones.

On the other hand, popular female singer Selda
Bagcan was arrested on April 24 for allegedly making
communist propaganda in a gramophone record she
had produced in West Germany in 1978. The singer,
who risks up to 15 years prison term, was brought
handcuffed to the prosecutor’s office on May 24,

PRESS TRIALS

On May 16, an architect, Miisfik Erem, was con-
demned in Istanbul by a military tribunal to 6 years
and 3 months in prison for making communist propa-
ganda in a calendar he had edited in 1976,

Three days later, Ahmet Tastan, responsible edi-
tor of the monthly review Uriin, banned by the mili-
tary, was condemned to 18 months in prison for hav-
ing praised communism,

At the end of May, the military prosecutor in
Istanbul has filed a new suit against ex-ambassador
Mahmut Dikerdem for a press relcase of the Turkish
Peace Committee issued in 1980, He is accused of hav-
ing involved the committee in politics by this publica-
tion. Dikerdem, Chairmian of the Turkish Peace Com-
mittee has already been condemned to a2 8-ycar prison
term and is under treatment in a hospital,

A BOOK BANNED

The military prosecutor of Istanbul announced
on June 2 that printing, distributing and keceping a
book entitled “Anew each morning’ was banncd and
that a legal procecding has started against its author,
Hakki Glmiistas.,

DATA ON PRESS TRIALS

According to the data given by the Justice Minis-
try as of May 16, 1984, there were 160 arrest warrants
issued by civil prosecutors against journalists. 119 of
them are sucd for “disregard” for the Press Law, 20
for obscene publications, 20 for writing insults against
individuals and one for a publication aiming to over-
throw the present regime.
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These numbers do not include journalists who
have been condemned or arc still being tried before
the martial law tribunals.

45 TEACHERS CONDEMNED

On May 29, in Ankara, 45 primary school teach-
ers were condemned to a 2-month prison term and a
1,500 TL fine each for having participated in a boy-
cott action in protest against the Massacre of Kahra-
manmaras in 1978.

A PROFESSOR DISMISSED

In Izmijr, Professor Oguz Makal was dismissed from
his academic post at the Fine Arts Faculty by the
Rector of the 9th September University without any
reason put forward.

SOLIDARITY IN LAVAL

The European Committee for the Defence of Re-
fugees and Immigrants (CEDRI) hes announced at a
meeting organized in Laval, France, on May 21, and
supported by the Laval Poland-Turkey Solidarity Com-
mittec, that by that time 360 municipalities of seven-
teen European countries had showed solidarity with
both the elected representatives and inhabitants of
Fatsa in Turkey. 760 inhabitants and elected repre-
sentatives of this city are still being tried by a military
court, 268 of whom, aged between 14 and 95, risk
the death sentence.

GERMAN DELEGATION REBUFFED

According to the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltung
of Junc 1, 1984, Turkish suthorities have announced
in late May that they are not prepared to weicome a
West German parliamentary delegation.

On March 31, the Bundestap had approved a mo-
tion by the “Green Party”, calling on Parliament to
send a delegation to Turkey for an inquiry into the
statc of human rights there.

ICFTU RECOMMENDATION

The Executive Committee of the International
Confederation of Frec Trade Unions has adopted, at
its May mecting in Brusscls, a resolution recommend-
ing the Ozal Governinent to modify the newly-enacted
laws pertaining to labor relations in line with Tirk-Is
demands, the Turkish Trade Union Confederation
which is an ICFTU affiliate.

On the other hand, the International Labor Or-
ganization has appealed in the same sense to the Ozal
Government, in particular calling for changing laws
on the right of collective bargaining, on trade unions,
strikes and lockout.

POLITICAL REFUGEES

The Board of the Socialist Group of the Europecan
Parliament has showed great concern about a report
by Heinz Oskar Vetter, drawn up following a visit by
Socialist members of the European Parliament Legal
Affairs Committee to the center for refugecs applying
for political asylum in West Berlin, The EP Socialist
Group calls on EEC countries to assume thefr politic-
al and humanitarian responsibility towards applicants
for political asylum and refugees. Mr Vetter has been
entrusted with an inquiry into this situation and has
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been charged to take proper intiatives for immediate
improvement as well as for further action by the fu-
ture European Parliament.

On the other hand, according to the West-Ger-
man daily Frankfurter Rundschau of May 9, the 9th
Chamber of the Federal Administrative Court in Ber-
lin has ruled that the enforcement of criminal law in
political affairs in Turkey does not necessarily imply
that there is, generally speaking, political repression
in the sense of the West-German right of asylum, not
even when an applicant for political asylum has been
subjected to ill treatment or torture, Lawyers dealing
with political asylum cases have strongly criticized
the way the 9th Chamber is interpreting the law. This
interpretation has already become apparent in the
course of two earlier procedures and has now been
confirmed. Since in Turkey, the lawyers said, criminal
Jaw in political affairs is completcly lacking the prin-
ciples inheront to a state based on the law, one should
base oneself, generally speaking, on the view that po-
litical repression exists,

Furthermore, a young Turkish refugee is in a des-
perate state. In Septcmber 1982, Unsal Akarsu had
succeeded in fleeing Turkey. After going through Ita-
1y, he attempted to reach Copenhagen, from where he
went back to taly. There he tried to get a residence
permit as a political refugee, but in vain. When he ar-
rived in Greece early in 1984, he was refused political
asylom, Greek authorities argued that he arrived from
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a third intermediate country and not straight from
Turkey. In February, the Foreigners Department there
granted him a 15-day residence permit, so as to en-
able him to find another destination. Thereupon he
mace an ultimate desperate attempt, getting on a plane
bound for Stockholm via Yugoslavia, In Belgrade how-
ever, where he had to change planes, he threw himself
from a third floor, presumably while he was afraid of
being arrested. As a result he had his skull and one
foot fractured. After being treated In a hospital, he
was given a shelter by the local UN representative,

IMMIGRANTS' CHARTER

On the cccasion of the European elections, the
Lisison Committee of Migrant workers’ organizations
in Delgivin (CLOTI) presented in the European Parlia-
ment Press Room in Brussels, on May 29, 1984, the
“Charter of the Dropout of European Democracy™.

Indeed, once more, as for the municipal and ge-
neral eiections, over ten million immigrants and refu-
gees have heen kept out of the European poll,

The “33-point” Charter, of which Info-Tiirk, be-
ing a member of CLOT], is also a sipnatory, is actual-
ly a harmoniocus insertion program of immigrants into
Buropean society. At the press conference, the mig-
rant workers’ organizations have been referring to a
future which would be based on a Europe of Peoples
and not on a Burope of Business

THE RESOLUTION OF EURGCPEAN PARLIAMENT ON TURKEY

As we reported in the preceding Sulletin, the European Parlioment adopted on May 24, 1984, two motlons
of Resolution on Turkey. Below we publish the Resolution adopted on the motion of German deputy Von Hassel

The European Parliament,

- having regard to the joint declarations on fun-
damental rights signed by Parliament, the Council and
the Commission on 24.4.1977,

- having regard to the preamble to the EEC-Tur-
key Association agreeinent of 23.121963, which stres-
ses the determination to uphold and reinforce peace
and freedom by their joiut efforts to achievc the high
est aims of the Treaty establishing the European Eco-
nomic Community,

- having regard to the public hearing on respect
for human rights in Turkey held by its Political Af-
fairs Committee in Brussels on 26.4.1984,

- having regard to the motions for resolution ta-
bled by Mrs. Charzat and others on the conditions of
detention and the hunger strike in Turkish prisons
and by Mr. Kyrkos on the death of 12 political priso-
ners in Turkey
1. Notes that, by virtue of the election of the Tur-

kish Grand National Assembiy and the recently

held local elections, Turkey has taken its first
stcps towards the rc-establishment of piuralistic
democracy, altliough in view of the de facto mar-

tial law at present prevailing in Turkey, thesc e-

lections are of only limited significance;

2. Recalls that by sipning the European Convention
on Human Rights, Turkey undertook to respect
human rights;

3. Protests, in the light of the resuits of the afore-
mentioned hearing held by the Politicai Affairs
Committee, - against:

- the use of torture and intimidation and the pro-
tracted nature of criminal trials heid before mi-
litary courts,

- the impasition of the death penalty in numerous
cases and the demand for this penalty by the

military prosecuting authorities,
- and the restriction of the freedom of the press;

4. Urges the government and Parliament of Turkey
(as well as the military authorities in the provin-
ces under martial law) to put an end to this de-
plorable state of affairs and to puarantee full res~
pect for human rights:;

5. Welcomes the steps taken by the Turkish authori-
ties to set up committees to investigate allegations
of torture and ill-trestment in prisons;

6. Demands that tI>ose responsible for the violation
of human riphts be called to account and that the
innocent victims of arbitrary measures be com-
pensated as far as is possible;

7. Urges the Turkish Grand National Assembly, on
the basis of the traditlonally friendly relations
between the peoples of the Buropean Communi-
ty and the rclations between Turkey and the Eu-
ropcan Community, to press for an end to martial
law ali over the country and to take practical
steps towards granting an amnesty to political
prisoners;

8. Is convinced that oniy measures leading to the re-
establishment of democracy and respect for hu-
man rights can bring about a normalization of re-
lations between Turkey and the European Com-
munity and guarante¢ the resumption, in the near
future, of the work of the EEC - Turkey Associa-
tion institutlons;

9. Instructs its President to forward this resolution
to the Commission and the Council of the Euro-
pean Communities, the Foreign Ministers of the
Furopean Communities meeting in political co-
operation, the governments of the Member States,
the Turkish Grand National Assembly and the
Turkigh government.



