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OZAL'S ELECTORAL MANCEUVRES

On May 4, 1987, all political parties of Turkey

were elarmed as Prime Minister Turgut Ozal hinted

— about the likelthood of holding early elections this
fall. Addressing to the Parliamentary Group of the Mo-
therland Party (ANAP) he leads, Ozal claimed that his
party, thanks to the "achievements” of the govemment
during the last three and a helf years, would be victor-
ious over all other parties, left or right, in the coming
legislative elections.

Since then, Ozal's challenge has been followed by
two important sleps with regard to possible early elec-
tions:

- Modifying the Constitution of 1982 so as 1o al-
lowing former politicel leaders, ousted from political
life, o take active part in party life,

- Holding partial municipal elections to test the
present strength of each political party.

On May 14, 1987, the National Assembly adopted
the constitutional changes proposed by the Ozal's par-
ty. With these changes, Provisional Aricle 4 which
imposes political bans against former political leaders
has been lifted. Now the issue will be submitted to a
national referendum for final approval which is expect-

o ed to be on November 6, 1987. The Nanonal Assem-
bly, voling other amendments, lowered the electorate
age 1o 20 (Article 67), raised number of seats in Parlia-
ment from 400 up to 450 (Arricie 75) and changed the
procedure of amending the Constitution (Article 175).

Je

The rise of the islamic fundamentalism in Turkey (See: Info-Tilrk,

A universuity March, April, May 1987), has anained to alarming dimensions with
student the assassination of a university student by the "Guardians of Isiam"”
assassinated in the eastern province Van.

by the Guards of On May 3, 1987, a group of fundamentalists attacked the universi-
Islam ty students at a small restaurant near the Centenary University campus

because the students were not fasting during the holy month of Rama-

FUNDAMENTALIST dan. During this attack, Mehmet Sirin Tekin was stabbed 10 dcath and

seven others were severely wounded.

VIOLENCE This first hostile attack on students o0 have occurred in Turkey
since the military coup of September 1980 caused an increase in ten-
IN TURKEY sions in this eastern Analolia town.

(continued on page 3)




According to the ncw article, the Constitution can
be changed on the proposal of one third of the lotal
number of deputies in Parliament and adopted by three
fifths. The President of the Republic has the right to
veio the law proposals on the amendments of the Con-
stitution. But if the veloed law is again adopted by a
two-thirds majority in Parliament, and if the president
does not opposc it, then the amendment becomes final
without the need for a referendum. If the president does
not velo the law adopted by Parliument by a three-
fifths majority, or a majority less than two-thirds,
then the law will automatically go to a referendum. The
constitutional changes proposed to the public in a ref-
erendum need to draw at least half of the casted votes.

The ruling ANAP, after these aimmendments, has
launched a nationwide campaign with a view lo spread-
ing the image that it has nothing to fear ance the for-
mer leaders are allowed 1o participate in active polit-
ics.

The constilutional amendments have been ardently
supported by two opposition parties, namely the Cor-
rect Way Party (DYP) and the Democratic Left Party
{DSP), sponsored respectively by former premier mini-
sters Slleyman Demirel and Billent Ecevil, major be-
neficiaries of thesc changes.

Only the Social Democrai Populist Party (SHP) has
opposed the amendment of Article 175 by accusing
Ozal of using the lifting political bans as bait to pass
the change of this article, which it identifies as the be-
ginning of an absolutely differcnt adventure.

SHP Chairman Indnd siated that no one would be
able 1o prevent the lifting of the political bans and
that his party had from the very beginning. supported
the view that the bans had no connection whatsoever
with Article 175, According to the SHP, Ozal had hint-
ed he would privatize the forests, bring limitations to
the authorities of the Constitutional Court, bring the
universities under government conurol, reduce the effec-
tiveness of the Parliament and promote antisecular ac-
tivities and he aims at using the new form of Article
175 10 "constitutionalize” them. He criticized 1two oth-
er opposition parties of falling into Ozal's rap.

As a matter of fact, the lifting of Article 4 of the
Constitution, even if it is approved in rcferendum in
autumn, is not sufficient to reintegrate all former polit-
ical leaders in political life. According to Article 4,
the number of the former political leaders deprived of
their political rights for ten years is 242, But the Po-
litical Partics Code adopied in 1983 stipulates that
whosoever is condemned to a prison lerm over one
year cannot take part in political activities.

82 out of the 242 former political leaders have al-
ready been condemned 1o different prison terms up to
life-prison. They were the leaders of the Socialist
Workers” Party of Turkey (TSIP), the Workers® Party of
Turkey (TIP) and the Workers-Peasants’ Party of Turkey
(TIKP).

Demirel and Ecevit, acting cgoistically, has given
their full support to Ozal's proposal without raising
any question on the fate of other banned political lead-
ers. Such an attitude for Demirel is not at all surpri-
sing, because he has alweys been an ardent ecnemy of
the Left. As for Ecevil, he has not hesitaled 10 repudi-
ate his attachment to "democracy for all” in exchange
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of obtaining financial State aid to the DSP, chaired by
his wife Rahsan Ecevit. According to the press reports,
bargainings had taken place between Eccvit and QOzal
on this subject and on April 30, 1987, just a few days
carlier than the parliamentary dcbates on the Constitu-
tional amendments in the National Assembly, it was
announced that the DSP was to get in 1987 a subsidy
of 252.8 millions LT from the State.

In the eyes of Qzal, the DSP does not constitule a
real danger for his pany in the future etections. On the
conirary, it serves to divide left-wing votes to the de-
triment of the main social-democrat party, SHP.

As for allowing Demirel to take part again in po-
litical life, it lurns cut a real political gamble for Ozal.
The DYP sponsored by Demirel has already come out
as the sccond political party of the country by out-
doing the two lefi-wing political panies, Demirel's fait
accompli rallies in Anatolia attract more attention and
more crowds. His active campaign for the DYP in Sep-
tember 1986 by-elections had brought four seats which
prompted the Western press to call it "Mr. Demirel's
comeback."”

In the last by-elections held in 84 mumicipalities,
on June 7, 1987, Demirel showed again the same per-
formance and the DYP confirmed its second political
force position.

EVOLUTION OF PERCENTAGES IN PARTIAL ELEC-
TIONS

Parties 1986 1987

ANAP (Turgut Ozal) 12,11 45.29
DYP (Siileyman Demirel) 23.54 27.69
SHP (Erdal Inénii) 22.63 14.37
RP (Necmeddin Erbakan) 5.55 5.53
DSP (Biilent Ecevit) 8.47 2.49
Others 7.70 4.63
TOTAL 100.00 100.00

However, the outcomes of the last elections are far
from reflecting the real swength of the political par-
ties, because DYP panicipated in elections in 79, SHP
in 54, RP in 45 and DSP in 18 constituencies, while
ANAP was present in all of 84 constituencies. Moreo-
ver, ANAP had the advantage of being government par-
ty which is considered by electors more profitable for
municipal services. Yel, the two social democrat par-
ties, failing to present candidates in all constituencies,
showed once more their shortage of organizing in the
countryside,

In the 54 constituencies where the social demo-
crats participated in elections, SHP and DSP obtained
respectively 21.87% and 4.76%, yet could not outdo
neither ANAP (44.24%) nor DYP (22.42%). So, while
the divided social democrats are failing to be the main
opposition, another right-wing party, DYP, threatens
more and more seriously the ANAP power for the com-
ing legislative elections in which Demirel will be able
to officially participate, if the constitutional amend-
ments are approved in the autumn referendum.

Taking in consideration this menace, Ozal has al-
ready launched a new clectoral offensive. First of all,
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ANAP Parliamentary Group submitted 1o the National
Assembly a bill foresecing the wansfer of the remains
of the three former politicians, Prime Minister Men-
deres, Foreign Minister Fatin Ristd Zorlu and Finance
Minister Hesan Polatkan, hanged after the 1960 coup
to a morc appropriate location. They were buried on
the isolated island of Imrali in the Sca of Marmara. Be-
sides, Vatan (Fatherland) Swueet in Istanbul will be
named as Adnan Menderes Boulevard. The Fast Tram
System, now being established in Istanbul, will also
bear the name of the hanged prime minister.

For years, it was the Justice Party (AP) and later
on the Correct Way Pary (DYP), both led by Demirel,
which were the champion of reviving respectability of
the three politicians, considered by the Right as
"martyrs of democracy”. Acting so, Ozal wishes to de-
prive Demirel and his party of a very important insiru-
ment of political warfare.

Nevertheless, former AP deputy Aydin Mendercs,
son of the hanged prime minister, said that this was
nothing but a move to fool the public. He does not
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consider sufficient Ozal's move and want a formal apol-
ogy made to his mother and himself by the President
of the Republic and that his father is buried following
a State funeral. Mr. Menderes, near to Demirel's move-
ment, said that he cannot allow Ozal to make use of
his father's name for ANAP's advantage.

12 TSIP QFFICIALS CONDEMNED

As the leaders of the defunct political parties are
being allowed again to take part in political life, 12
officials of the Socialist Workers' Party of Turkey
(TSIP) were condemned on May 14, 1987, by a mili-
tary tribunal in Istanbul to prison terms of up to 8
years and 10 months. Cagatay Anadol, Veli Glrcan,
Nurceutin Bayram, Bahri Gedik, Ali Akttirk, Mustafa Du-
ru, Orhan Cengiz, Cahittin Cakir, Sezin Karatekin, Yu-
suf Ertlirk, Yelda Cengiz and Zekeriya Cayli are accused
by the military prosecutor of having carried out com-
munist activities prior to the military takeover of

FUNDAMENTALIST VIOLENCE IN TURKEY

In fact, during the month of Raniadan, Turkey un-
derwent an unprecedented aunopshere of intolerance
created by fundamentalists. All those who dare to eat,
to drink or to smoke in public pluces during the hours
of religious fast have been wamed and very often ha-
rassed by islamic militants.

According to the press reports, at the Centenary
University in Van, many [undamentalist professors,
named by the Higher Education Council {(YOK) after the
military coup, indocirinate young university students
and provoke them to carry out “jihad” (holy war)
against infidels, Those students who do net yield o
this indoctrination are not promoled to a higher class.

Secretary General of the Social Democrat Populist
Party (SHP), Mr. Fikri Saglar declared that the rightist
terror of the pre-coup period rises again under the guise
of propagating islamic principles and accused of the
World Moslem League (Rabitat-ul Islam-ul Alem) and
the Evren-Ozal rule of instigating vieclence in Turkey.

RABITA'S THANKS TO GENERAL EVREN

Deputy Secretary General of the World Moslem
League (Rabitat), Emin Akil Anas, during his siay in
Istanbul on the occasion of the islamic bankers' meet-
ing, said that his organization is very grateful to Gen-
eral Evren of his firm stand against the Turkish press’
criticisms on the Rabitat's influence in Turkey.

According 10 the daily Cumburiyet of May 4,
1987, Auas said: "Recently, left-wing and comimunist
newspapers have launched a campaign against the rela-
lions beiween the Turkish Government and the Rabitat,
But General Evren has defended this relation and de-
¢lared that, if necessary, he can conclude a new agree-
ment with the Rabitat. At his press conference, Mr.
Evren drew allention to the activities of christian
churches and communist organizations in Turkey, bui
the Turkish press has nol given heed to these activi-

(continued from page 1)
ties. Evren's stand regarding the Rabitat is very appre-
ciable for us."

FUNDAMENTALISM DOMINATES THE BUSINESS

While the Turkish Government was introducing to
the Europcan Communities the demand of adhesion,
many observers, considering Ozal's yielding to the
Saudi fundamentalism, voiced doubis about the sincen-
ty of this hasty application. There were rumors that
Ozal hastily iniroeduced this demand though he knows
all possible obstructions, because he hopes that Tur-
key, as a Moslem country, would have to seek a closer
cooperation wilth the Islamic world in the case of be-
ing refused by the EC. {Info-Tiirk, April 1987).

In fact, the Congress of the Union of Turkish In-
dustry and Commerce Chambers and Stock-exchanges
(TOBB), held on May 23, 1987, showed once more
that the majority of the Turkish businessmen are at-
tached to the Islamic world and this organization is
one of the mainstays of fundamentalism in Turkey.

The most spectacular event of this congress was
the opening cercmonies held with prayers and religious
rituais. These cereruonies were attended also by four
ministers of the Government, three army generals, the
President of the Court of Cassation and the Depury
Councillor of the State Planning Organization.

The majority of the Administrative Board is com-
posed of the businessmen renowned for their sympathy
for Turco-Islamic Synthesis. Chairman Ali Coskun is
an active figure in the Foyer of Imellectuals {AO).

The TOBB's yielding 1o the Saudi fundamentalism
has given rise 1o anxiely as well in the left-wing op-
position as among of a group of businessmen who re-
main atlached 1o the idca of integration in the Europe-
an Communities, The only representative of this group
in the Administative Board, Mr. Ditndar Soyer, re-
signed from this board by declaring that the TOBB has
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been put in the service of a campaign aiming at drag-
ging Turkey to a medieval darkness. He also said that
the press organ of the TOBB is full of articles voicing
the propaganda of Saudi fundamentalism.

CHIEF GREY WOLF TURKES IN EUROPE

One of the principal promoters of the Turco-
Islamic Synthesis, Ex-colonel Alparslan Ttrkes, de-
spite his condemnation for the extreme-right violence
acts he led prior to the military coup of 1980, has
been allowed by the Government to go to Europe.

Welcomed by thousands of Grey Wolves in Frenk-
furt (FRG), Turkes attended the 10th Grand Convention
of the Tirk-Federasyon, held on May 6 in Hamm. This
federation groups all wrco-islamic migrant organiza-
tions in Europe and has been held responsible for
many violence acts and accused of being implied in the
attempt against the Pope in 1981.

Before and during the congress, hundreds of Turk-
ish and German anti-fascist groups held protest demon-
strations in front of the congress hall and called up the
German authorities to ban this mecting.

Addressing 1o the convention, Turkes said that de-
spite the ban on the Nationalist Action Party (MHP)
and the arest of its leaders, the party's “turco-islamic
synthesis” has been victorious and adopted now by the
State. "Sooner or later we will be in power, because
our cause is just,” he said.

Turkes supports now the Nationalist Labour Party
(MCP) in Turkey. At the lasi congress of this party,
held on April 19, 1987, Turkes made elected a renown
fundamentalist, AbdUlkerim Dogru, to the party chair-
manship with the purposc of picking up more isla-
mists to his own movement. Since Turkes is banned to
take part in a political party, his son, Tugrul Tirkes
was elected 1o the Administrative Board of the MCP.

CARRYING OF FIREARMS TO BE FREE

Prime Minister Ozal announced on May 17, 1987
that carrying of firearms will be freed by a new decree.
"Carrying arm is a passion of many people in our
country. Criminals are already carrying firearms, why
do we deprive the honest citizens of the same possibil-
ity? Besides, the Stalec can have a new revenue by re-
ceiving a tax on fire arms,” he said.

The opposition, reminding that more than five
thousands citizen had died at armed conflicts prior o
the 1980 coup, accuses the government of dragging he
country again to insccurily and violence,

Journalist Ugur Mumcu, renowned for his research-
es on arms smuggling and its relation with tlemmorism,
claimed that the Government, with this move, aims at
arming fundamentalist militants. (Cumhuriyet, May 21)

The assassination of a young university student by
the Guardians of Islam in Van gives rise to the opposi-
lion's anxiety as regards this new project.

9 PROVINCES UNDER STATE OF EMERGENCY

The National Assembly, on the proposal of the
government, decided on May 20, 1980, to lift martial
law in four provinces of Turkish Kurdistan from July
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A TEACHER OF THE SUN WORKSHOPS
ATTACKED BY THREE RACISTS

Cne of the leachers ol tha Sun Workshops (Ateliers du
Solell), Mr. Mohammed Boubker was atacked on June 2,
1987 at 10 p.m. by throe parsons al the entrance of he Madou
subway station in Brusaels. Mr. Boubker Is & Beigian aidzen of
Moroccan origin,

This anack was made with a rads! intention, because the
thres aggrassors, belore altacking on Mr. Boubler, sakd: ‘Hay,
foreigner! You take subway, you should belter pet a camell”

What Is regrettebie in this event is that it heppened just a
few days alter the reinforcing police patrols in the Sainl-Josse
municipality with & view o prolecting inhabitants against dedin-
quency. Racist and xenophobic drcies claim tha! adis of ag-
pression are commitied by foreignars in the cily. And police
patrols controd only inhabitants ol foreign odgin. Whereas, this
aggression shows once more thai racist and xenophobic indr-
viduals, probably members of extrems-right orpanizations,
put in danger the security of inhabdiants of foreign origin,

On the other hand, the seme circies and certain media,
with & view (0 jusiitying the discriminaton &8 regards Joreign-
ars, preson! the naturalization as the onfy means of obtaining
equal rights. But this radist act proves that this arpument is not
jusiified in daily practice. Foreigners, aven if they are naturad-
sed, sil remain the targe! of radist aggressions.
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19, 1987 on. So, the martial law regime, proclaimed
in some provinces at the end of 1979 and extended af-
ter the military coup in 1980 to all over Turkey, will
have ended after being applied for 8.5 years.

However, nine provinces of the country, Istenbul,
Bingsl, Elazig, Tunceli, Van, Diyarbakir, Hakkari,
Mardin and Siirt, will be subjected for four months to
another exceptional regime: state of emergency. In the
provinces under state of emergency civil governors can
use all exceptional powers of martial law commands
such as applying censorship on the press, banning
meetings, collective bargainings, strikes and resoriing
to use military troops for cracking down rallies,

According to the daity Cumhuriyet of May 18,
1987, over a 27-year period since the institution of
“"democratic” regimec in Turkey, eighteen years have
passed under mariial law and the military withdrew to
their barracks only for nine years.

ARMED CONFRONTATIONS IN KURDISTAN

After shooting dead of three officers and ten sol-
diers by the Kurdish guernlla in Semdinli, Turkish
woops launched a "scparatist hunting” in the rugged re-
gion near the Iran and Iraq borders where the guerillas
struck. The Commander of Land Forces Necdet Oztorun
wenl to Hakkari for organizing ncw operation. Though
new army troops were deployed to the area, Kurdish
militants continue to hit army posilions,

1.5, in Gercus (Mardin), a first lieutenant is killed
and two soldiers wounded when their vehicle hit a land
mine laid by guerillas. Same day, 13 peasants collab-
oraling with the Army in Semdinli are kidnapped by
Kurdish militants,

5.5, in Pulimtr (Tunceli), Kurdish guerillas shoot
dead 1wo peasants suspected of collaboration with the
Army.
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6.5, In Geyiksu (Tunceli), Kurdish guerillas kilted
another pro-govermnment peasant.

10.5, in the village of Uzunksy (Adiyaman), Kurd-
ish militants shoot dead the village headman for col-
laborating with the Army.

19.5, in the village of GoOmUsglin (Tunceli), a
teacher is shot dead by Kurdish guerillas for denounc-
ing their comrades.

21.5, in Palu (Elszig), an armed confrontation be-
tween a Kurdish group and security forces ends with the
death of five militants and a policeman.

22.5, Kurdish guerillas raid the village of Yolcau
(Diyarbakir) shoot dead a tcacher and the imam (reli-
gious man) for their collaboration with the Aomy.

26.5, in the village of Sercfli (Adiyaman), five
Kurdish militants are killed in en ambush by security
forces.

2.5, in the village of Korpas (Midyat), a school
teacher is shot dead by Kurdish militants.

ALL PEOPLE OF A VILLAGE BEATEN UP

State terror carried out in Eastern provinces under
the guise of pursuing "separalist groups" has attained
to unbearable dimensicns. The population of the vil-
lage of Guzeltz, in the district of Gerclis of the Mardin
province, revealed in a common petition addressed to
the Chairman of the Social Democrat Populist Party
(SHP) that security forces had raided their village on
April 9-10, 1987, and beaten up all adult people for
oblaining information on the whereabouts of Kurdish
guerillas,

During the investigation made by the members of
Parliament, the villagers told the following facts:

"In the afternoon of April 9, the gendarmes entered
in our village and gathered all men in garden of the
school. Then, they took twelwe of thern 10 the gendar-
merie station in Ulas. After being completely naked
there, they were beaten up until 3 a.m. by gendarmes.
Among those beaten up were also two school teachers
and the village headman.

"Next day, after the release of them, sbout 500
gendarmes raided again the village, While ell people
were being taken again to the school garden, gen-
darmes searched every house of the village. When they
failed to find anything rclated to Kurdish militants,
they released women, bul beat one by one all men
gathered in the garden. This brutslity continued until 3
p-m. During the beating, they completely naked a man
and exhibited him to all women through the window.
They tortured also four children by giving electric cur-
rent to their mouths in order to obtain any information
about the wanted militants. Because of bleeding from
mouth, we had to take these children to a hospital in
Baunan after the razzia cnded.”

A NEW CASE AGAINST PKK

The militery prosecutor of Diyarbakir ocpened, on
April 29, 1987, a new political case against 30 alleged
members of the Workers' Party of Kurdistan (PKK). Ac-
cused of guerrilta actions, four of the defendants risk
capital punishment while the others prison terms of up
to 10 years,
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13 NEW DEATH SENTENCES

A second trial against the neo-fascist MHP, held in
Adana, ended on May 22, 1987, with the condemna-
tion of 11 activists to capital punishment and of 61
others to different prison terms of up to life-prison.
One month ago, on April 8, 1987, a military tribunal
in Ankara hed condemned 5 MHP militants to death
and 228 o different prison terms.

On April 28, in another trial in Ankara, two MHP
militants were sentenced to death and two other o 28-
year prison lerm cach for having assassinated seven
lefi-wing youths in 1978,

MAY DAY CELEBRATED UNDER PRESSURE

Due to the restrictions on meetings, the workers of
Turkey could not celebrate May Day in open air as
their comrades do in other countries. Since 1978, May
Day celebrations have been forbidden and the military
junta took one more step by decreeing that the 1st of
Meay was no more a holiday.

Security forces reinforced their patrolling in big
cilies on April 30 and May lst in order to crack down
on any groups atlempting to organize any open-air
May Day action. Few groups trying to distribute tracis
or putting posters on walls were errested by police.

The Social Democrat Populist Party {(SHP) organ-
ized an in-door May Day celebration in the industrial
city of Izmir. Another in-door celebration organized by
the SHP in Istanbul was annulled at the last moment
by the party Chairmnan In8nl on grounds that extreme-
left militants might infiltrate in.

As for the Confederation of Turkish Trade Unions
(Ttrk-Is), it organized a mass rally on May 10, 1987,
in Izmit for manifesting solidarity with the workers on
strike. About 35 thousand workers participating in the
rally shouted slogans against the government's anti-
social policies,

On the other hand, about 60{ workers of the Turk-
ish Automotive Industries (TOE) in Gebze, 42 workers
of a coal mine in KOtahya and 6 workers of NETAS
went on hunger-sirikes in May for protesting against
low salaries and arbiwary dismissals.

Police detained 10 of hunger-strikers in Gebze.

INDOCTRINATION IN UNIVERSITIES

The National Security Council (MGK) has launched
a new campaign of indoctrination in universities by
organizing a series of conferences on "External menac-
es, lerror and anarchy.” The first of these conferences
was given in Istanbul University on May 4, 1987, and
all professors were obliged to attend il.

Following the Rector's opening speech, two licu-
tenant-colonels from the General Staff and a high rank-
ing police chicf made briefings in their relative sub-
jects. The orators claimed that Turkey is surrounded by
hostile forces of which Greece pretends to the Western
Anatolia, Bulgaria to the North-Western territories and
the "separalists” 1o the Eastern Anatolia and that the
Soviet Union concentrates ils troops at the Turkish
border in the East. They also accused Syria of support-
ing "separatist” forces.



"Classical wars have been replaced in our epoch by
cold war,” said Lt. Colonel Turgut Erol. "In cold war
the hostile foreign forces resort to provoking terror
and anarchy in Turkey.”

Police chief Yavuz Kizilgl, claiming that all un-
derground organizations infilirated agein in universi-
ties and asked professors lo educate students so as not
1o fall in the trap of hostile forces.

The Secretary General of the University Teachers’
Association accused the University administration of
yielding to the pressure of the military to organize
these conferences.

STUDENT ACTIONS AND ARRESTS

Unrest in the Turkish universitics grows with new
prolest actions against the barrack discipline and mass
arrests systemalically carried out by police.

It is the first time since the military coup of 1580,
students of the Aegean and the 9th September Univer-
sities in Izmir organized on May 16, 1987, an open-
air meeting for protesting against the anti-democratic
decisions and practices of the Higher Education Coun-
cil (YOK). The Governor of Izmir allowed this meeting
under the condition of not shouting slogeans of politi-
cal sense. During the meeting, students protested also
the assassination of universily student by islamic fun-
damentalists in Van. Police detained six students by
accusing them of shouting banned slogans.

Same day in Ankara, a group of university students
started a long march to Samsun, but were forced to
stop the action on the pressure of police.

On May 18, university students in Istanbul, Bursa
and Gaziantep held different kinds of protest actions.
Police detained 72 students in total.

On May 13 in Ankara, a final year student of Law
School chained himself to the Atariirk statue on cam-
pus o protest university fees. Police, after having cut
the chain, took him to detention house.

On the other hand, the trials of the university stu-
dents indicted for the protest actions of April started at
slate security courts of Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir.

In Istanbul, 63 swdenis of whom 31 under arrest
face prison terms of up 10 3 years. The arrested stu-
dents were brought before the tribunal in chains,

The number of indicted students raise to 141 in
Ankara and to 18 in Izmir.

During the trial at the State Security Count of An-
kara, students and their lawyers staled that all delainces
had been lortured by police during their interrogation.

PERSECUTIONS IN MASS MEDIA

4.5, in Pervari, journalist Ali Bilgili is arrested for
having photographed the beating of a student by his
teacher,

7.5, in Istanbul, two rcsponsibles of the monthly
review [lk Adim, Hakan Gilldag and Kemal Kok, are in-
dicted by the prosecutor of the State Security Court for
communist propaganda. They face prison term of up to
20 year each. Same day, author Kemal Ozitirk and pu-
blisher Cemal Sen were wricd on the same accusation.

15.5, in Ankara, responsibles of the review Abece.
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Ali Bozkurt, Nazim Bayata and Hasan Unel, were in-
dicted by the prosecutor of the Siate Security Court for
having published articles hailing May Day. They face
prison terms of up to one yesr.

Same day, the Prosecutor of Istanbul opened a pro-
ceedings against author Hasan Kiyafet for his anicles
on Turkish officers in the US Bases, appeared in the
newspaper Cagdas. He is accused of slandering Turkish
officers.

16.5, in Istanbul, the responsible editor of the
periodical Gokytizti, Mr. Ender Helvacioglu is brought
before & criminal court for having organized unauthor-
ized meetings with the review's readers.

21.5, in Erzincen, two tradesmen, Milmiaz Avci
end Bekir Yelcin, were indicted for communist propa-
gande by wansforming the letter of "S" into hammer
and sickle in a commercial advertisement.

27.5, the trial of two journalists from the weekly
2000°e Dogru, Mr. Dogu Perincek and Mrs. Fatma Ya-
zici, began at criminal court of Istanbul, They are ac-
cused of slandering the personatity of AaQrk.

Same day, the publisher of Yazin Yayincilik, Mr.
Necdet Sarac was brought before the State Security
Count of Istanbul for an anicle on "Nuclear War and
Socialism”.

29.5, in Istanbul, the periodical Vardiya was con-
fiscated on the order of the State Secunty Court for
some articles hailing May Day.

3500 BOOKS CONFISCATED

On May 1st police raided a bookshop in Ankara
and confiscated 3,500 publications and detained three
booksellers, Beyhan Senol, Suat Tekeli and Vahit A-
ras, for selling banned publications.

DR. ISMAIL BESIKC) RELEASED

Famous Turkish sociologist Dr. Ismail Besikei, af-
ter having been imprisoned for six years, was released
on May 25, 1987, from the Prison of Gazianicp. Dr.
Besikei, after having served another prison term for
defending national rights of the Kurdish people, had
been arrested again on June 19, 1981, by a military
tribunal for criticizing the Turkish regime in a letter
that he sent from prison.

In his academic career Dr. Besikci has been arrest-
cd and condemned three times for his anti-
establishment stand and siayed in prison for ten years
and ten days in lotal.

After his release, Dr. Besikei said that he shall
never give up his opinions end shall continue to criti-
cize the repressive policies against the Kurdish people.

BAN ON ANTI-NUCLEAR DOCTORS

The activities of a group called "doctors against
nuclear war” was banned on May 25, 1987, on grounds
that the issue is for expens. Police wrote to the 53-
member group, founded this year, that individual initia-
tives on the subject might alarm the public. The issue
was the responsibility of the Atomic Energy Authority
end the Interior Ministry's Civil Defense Department.
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WHAT REMAIN FROM THE MILITARY REGIME?

Turkey is now a candidate for full membership of the European Communities and the Turkish Foraign Minister Vahit Halefoglu,
in his address to the Parhamentary Assembly of the Coundl of Europe on May 8, 1987, tried o justify Turkish demand of adhesion In
thase lerma: “The Turkiah Govemment, twoughout the democratization procass has taken energetic steps for reinstating the basic
inadtutions of pariamentary democracy and for the protection and promotion of human rights and freadoms. Since 1883 important
progress has been achieved in deepening pariiamentary democracy and reéspect for human rights.”

Aa a matter of fact, since 1983 somé sleps have been taken and the litting of martial law throughout Turkey and the reintegra-
tion of former political ieaders in pofitical lite are the recent examples of tis procass,

But it |8 also a undeniable fact that ali these changes have baen made thanks 1o the pressure coming from intemational demo-
cratic Institutions such aa the Coundil of Europe, the European Pariiament, the Intematonal Labour Organization and the European
Trade Unions Conlederation.

Yet all those that have been achieved are very little and vary far from translorming Turkay in a real European democracy if one
takes inlo consideration those that remain from the military regime.

- The axceasiva prasidential powers of General Kenan Ewen, who was the chief of the military junta of the 1880-83 period and
named “Prasident of the Republic™ with the adoption of the 1882 Constitution.

- The extrapariamentary and extragovernmental powers of the Natonal Security Council (MGK), composad of army chiels and
some ministera, in which tha military have absoiute majority over the govemment members and of which the directivea on Intemal
and extemal security matiers are absolulety binding lor the government.

- The consuliative powers of the four former army chiefs, who ware the membars of the military junta during the 1880-83 period
and entitled to the Presidential Coundil with the 1882 Constilution.

- The conatitutional provisions banning the IHting or modilying of tha laws or decrees adopted by the miltary junia or the Con-
suitatve Assembly of the military.

- Tha conatitutional provisions stipulating that naither the members of the 5-man junta nor the membara of the military govern-
ment o¢ the Consultative Assembly can be held responsible for their dedisions or acls belonging 1o the 1880-83 pericd.

- The exceasive powers ol the Siate Supervisory Coundil, artachad directly to the President of the Republic, which keep all pub-
lic inatitutions as well as asaociationa and trade unions under a constant State controf,

- The ban on the political parties which were dissolved by the military junia after the coup.

- The new code on Political Parties which bans the foundation of new political parties on social class, ethnic or language basle.

- The ban on thousands ol associations which were dissolvad by the military junta

- The ban on tha Conlederation of Progressive Trada Unions of Turkey (DISK).

- Tha new code on lrade unions, collective bargainings and strikes which makes impoasible to go on sirike in many economic
seciora.

- The Higher Arbitration Council {YHK) which, in the aconomic sactors whare the atrike |8 banned, imposes on workers the
working conditions and aalanes pul forward by employers.

- Tha Highar Educatien Counal (YOK), attached diractly fo the “President of the Republic™, who has turned all universities and
higher education inatiiutions into military bemracks,

- Tha new code on the Press and the audiovisual media which obligea the aditors and theater and movie direciors 1o apply a
sell-censorahip.

- The new code on ralties and marches which make aimost imposaible to hold meetings and marches with a view 1o asserting
rights.

- The practice of depriving tha regime's opponents abroad of their ciizensahip.

- Poltical trials at military tribunals or state security courts.

- Torture and ill-treatment,

240,000 DETAINEES IN SEVEN YEARS

The Human Rights Asaociation of Turkey{IHD), founded last year, announced, in a report submittad to its first convention held
in June 1987, thal al leaat 240,000 pecpie have been datained during the 7-year period lollowing the 1880 coup d'état and almost all
of them have baen subjected to torture or ill-treatment during their interrogatons at police centers or military detenton houses.

The IHD declared atso that 169 of these delainees have been kilad under lorture, but the authontes claimed that they had died
by commilting suicide or during the anempt of escaping from detention.

POLITICAL MASS TRIALS AT MILITARY TRIBUNALS

Daspite the lifing of martal law many pofitical masaa trials openad during the military rule are still going on at martial law ribu-
nals. The weekly Yeni Gandemn of May 10, 1887, publishad the lofiowing table on the maln trials stll dealt by the military:

Nama of the trials Date of opening Number of defendanta Number of the arrested
DEV-YOL (Falsa) 1980 B8t4 118
DEV-SOL (Istanbul) 1860 1,374 169
MLSP8 {lstanbul) 1981 335 o4
DEV-YOL (Adana) 1880 300 38
TIKKO-3 [tstanbul) 1981 s 32
EYLEM BIRLIGI {Istanbul) 1980 197 41
DEV-YOL. {Ankara) 1580 760 a5

The trials of hundreds of Kurdish militanis amested sinca 1880 and judged by military tibunals in Diyarbakir, Adana, Elazig and
Malatya shoukd be added to this list.
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TURKISH DELEGATION'S CREDENTIALS CONTESTED AT THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

While the Turkish demand for full membership of
the European Communities is being studied by the
Commission of the communities, the present regime of
Turkey has indirectly been the object of debates at the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

Al the spring session, the Assembly ratified the
credentials of all delegations except thos of the Cypri-
ot delegation, contested by the Spanish deputy Juna de
Arespacochaga on grounds that this delegation repre-
sents only one of the two communities of the island.

Thereupon, the British deputy Lord Hughes con-
tested the credentials of the Turkish delegation saying
that it is very far from reprsenting all population of
Turkey.

After having received the opinion of the Commit-
tec on Rules of Procedure, in favour of the the two del-
egations, the Parliamentary Assembly debated on May
5, 1987, the question of contested credentials.

Mr. Linster, speaking for the Socialist Group,
said: "The Assembly had approved those credentials in
the past, although developments in recent months
meant that such rights as that to participate in elec-
tions and in political activities were now in question
in Turkey. The DISK leaders eare always pursued and
and faces imprisonment. If torture is not officially in
force in prisons, it is practised in police interrogation
centers. Moreover, the Turkish Government has put
many reserves on the utilisation of the right to indi-
vidual complaint to the European Commission on Hu-
man Rights. However, in the past the Assembly had
approved the delegation's credentials in order to en-
courage the Turks to press shead with democratisation,
and in line with that the Socialist Group considered

that it should support the recommendation by the
Commintce on Rules of Procedure,

The spokesmen of the other political groups, ex-
cept the Communists, talked in the same sense. There-
upon, the Parliamentary Assembly decided to raiify the
credentials of the two delegations.

During the sitting of May 6, 1987, Turkish For-
eign Minister Vahit Halefoglu, addressing the Assem-
bly as the "Chairman of the Commitiee of Ministers™,
resorted all demagogy in order to convince the mem-
bers of Assembly that Turkey advance towards full de-
mocracy.

After this declaration, the following questions were
put to Halefoglu:

Mr. Elmquist: "In January [ got the impression
there would be no restrictions in your recognition of
the right to individual complaint. Now it appears that
there are five restrictions. Therefore, can you confirm
today that a number of member states have sent letters
to the Secretary General in which they express reserva-
tions or concem about the content of your recognition
of 28 January?”

Mr. Budtz: "In which way the Committee of Mini-
sters will check how human rights and political free-
doms, for instance in relation to the trade unions, are
introduced in Turkey?”

Mr. Declercq too asked to Halefoglu a series of
questions concerning the violation of wrade union
rights in Turkey.

Mr. Halefoglu, instead of responding to the asked
questions, claimed that the democratic norms had been
adopted in Turkey and the Committee of Ministers
would no more debate the "Turkish Question.”

TWO NEW PAMPHLETS

A dreadful document on

MILITARY JAILS IN TUREKEY

Allegations signed by the political prisoners of Sagmalcilar and Metris prisons
80 Pages -100 BF

{ONLY IN FRENCH)

A detailed study on islamic fundamentalism

INTEGRISME ISLAMIQUE EN TURQUIE ET IMMIGRATION

80 pages - 100 BF

Order: Info-Tdrk, 38 rue dea Eburons - 1040 Brusssals




