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3 YEARS OF MILITARY DICTATORSHIP

At the third anniversary of the military coup of
September 12, 1980, having undergone for the past
three years a repressive military regime, Turkey is
now resigned tc face a rubber-stamp election in No~
vember, since only the three partics set up with the
Army's backing are being allowed to register for the
poll. Movembor 6, 1983, will be the date of transition
from an open military dictatorship to a socalled “Par-
lismentary regime’’, guided by the military.

Qurwardly life in Turkey seems much more nor-
mal than it was three years ago on the eve of the coup
which brought five army generals into power. There
are no slogans on the walls, no political murders in
the streots and no strikes in the factories,

Political violencc inn the streot has been replaced
by state terror; the sloganson the walls by the portraits
and statues of General Evren; industrial disputes in
the factories by compulsory arbitration, which has
doomed the workers to miscry.

In the preceding issues of this Bulletin, we had al-
ready given: all details concerning the anti~lemocratic
practices of the military junta.

The third year of military dictatorship has been
characterized by a new wave of state terrorand a num-
ber of laws cnacted by the Jnnta as to mstitutionallze
state terror and coercion.

First of all, on November 7,1982, the new Con-
stitution of the Kcpublic of Turkey was adopted by a
referendum. With voters subjected to intimidation
and all critickm banned, the rcsult was hardly surpri-
sitig. Nevortheless, out of 20.7 million voters 9 porcent
refused to go, 8 percent voted agalnst. Contrary to of-
ficial propaganda saying that 91.27 percent of all citi-
zens above 21 years old voted for the new Constitution,
the text which sutomatically mare General Evren
president of the Republic for a 7-yrar term, was actu-
ally adopted with a 83 percent majority. Especially i
the Kurdish arcas which have underpone an unprece-
dented repression, “yes™ votes fell down tc 64 percent.

Prior to the refercndum, counter propaganda was
officially banned, those who dared to disregard this
tan found themselves in prisoa. Vhereas the preceding
elections were watched over by representatives of the
political parties, this time, only the state employees
appointed by the Junta, were controlling the poli and
the counting of votes. In many voting booths, thero
were but “white” ballots. Above the top of some
booths, supporters of the Junts used to put inclined
mirrors enabling to distinguish the color of the ballot
used by the voter. In addition, the bluze ballots, against
the Constitution, had a definitely darker refleeticn in
the envelope and were thicker, s0 as to Le perceivable
by the officials.

Furthermore, Evren, during his one-man show
prior to the vote, vilified the possible opponents to
the “Constitution” as being “tetrorists™, He added also
that, should the Constitution be rejected, this would
mean a refusal of demceracy by the people and their
wish to see the military regime holdine indefinitely
the reins of govemment.

Thc draft Constitution approved under the threat
of bayonets comprises z lot of anti-democratic articles,
fascist institutions, restrictions on the fundamental
frecdoms and violations of human rights.

GOne of the most striking restrictions imposed by
this Constituticn, was the ban to re-enter into politics
for the leaders of the dissolved political partics. (De-
tails about the anti-democratic provisions of the Con-
stitution were cxposed in the Bulleting of July-Octo-
ber §982).

After putting on his tail-coat and top-hat 8s *“Pre-

sident of the Zcpublic’”, General Evren, claiming that
he had absolute support of the ration, launched the
operation of enacting new laws to reshape the State
and of recrulting new-type politicians to set up the
political parties designed for the future guided ‘‘par-
liamentary regime'’,

As a matter of fact, since the military coup, the
NSC has adoptect 581 laws, 33 of which had previous-
ly been digcussed by the Consultative Assembly which
has becn scting as a rubber-stamp office of the miiit-
ary. Prior to the legistative elections, all fundamental
faws concerning the aew structure of the State have
alrcacdy been enacted by the Junta.

As it can clearly be seen in the Table, all the key
organs of the State have been attached to the Presi-
dent of the Pepublic. This now structure has already
bezn provided in the Constitution adopted last year.
The new laws detail the foundation and functioning
of ezch institution. Eince the adoption of a proposal
for & constitutional amendment requires a two thirds
majority of the total number of mombers of the Na-
tional Assembly and considering tizat the first Nation-
al Assembly will be made up of deputics enjoying the
confidence of the Military Junta, it will be impcsaible
to amend the Constitution. Thus, the new structure
of the Statc baser! on a despotic presidential system
will exist at least until the next legislative election due
to bo held in 1988.

1. President of the Republic: Whercas, before the
miitary coup the President of the Republic was a
symbol of the State, now he has extensive powers for
“ensuring the implementation of the Constitution
and the regular and harmonious functioning of the or-
gans of the State™: he will now be empowered mainly
to promulgate laws, to rctum draft bills to the Assem-
bly to be reconsidered, to submit to referendum, if he
deems it neccssary, legislation regarding the amend-
ment of the Constitution, to appeal to the Constitu-
tional Court for the annulment of laws, to call new e-
lections for the National Assembly, to dismiss minis-
ters. e is no more accountable before the National
Assembly.

In the exercice of his functions, the President of
the Republic will command organs which either did
not exist before the coup, or were independent from
him:

2. Presidential Council: According to a provision-
al article of the Constitution, the four members of
the present military junta will acquire the title of
members of the Prosidential Council. For a period of
six years, this ccurcil will examine lsws adopted by
the National Asscmbly and submitted to the President
of the Pepublic, will give advice on matters relating
to the holding of new general elections, the use of ¢
mergency powcers and the measures to be taken dur-
ing a state of emereency, and will investigate matters
relating to internal and extcrnal sccurity.

3. General Secretariat of the President of the Re-
public: Already the former commancer of the NATO
Forces of South-East Furope, Retired General Sedat
Gineralp, hes been appointed Secretary General. Ad-
visers will be attached to his office for State affairs,
Intelligence and State security. It mcans that, apart
from the Mational Intellirence Organisation (MIT)
and the Army Intelligence, the President of the Re-
public will have his own intelligence service.

4. The Armed Forces: The President of the Re-
public will represent the office of the Commander-in-
chief of the Turkish Armed Forces, empowared to de-
clare war and to decide to use the Turkish Atmed For-
ces. According to a new bill drawn up by the military

A



sovemnment, a High Council of V'ar will be sct up un-
der the absolute authority of the President of the Re-
public. This council will be entrusted with cvaluating
the situation in case of war or mobilization, with tak-
ing all necessary measures and employing all citizens,
both civilians and military, in accorrlance with the re-
quirements of the situation. Then, despite the fact
that General Bvren has alrcacy retired frcm the post
of Chief of General Staff, he will remair the real mili-
tary chief of the Armad Forces.

3. Judicial Power: Although the Constitution pro-
vides that jucges shall be independent in the discharge
of their dutics, the key posts in the judicial apparatus
will be dependent on the President of the Reputblic,
According to the samc Constitution, members of the
Constitutionel Court, the Council of State, the Su-
preme Military Administration Court, the Udilitary
High Court of Appeal and the Supreme Council of
Judges and Prosccutors es well as the Chief Public
Prosecutor will be appointed by the President of the
Republic and wili act in conformity with the direct-
ives of the latter.

8. Scientific and Cultural Life: I orderto reshape
the country's scientific and cultural life within the i-
deological framework imposcd by the military junta,
the Prosident of the Pepublic has bean provided with
extensive powers. First of all, all universitics and oth-
er higher educational institutions have already becn
pleced under the suthority of the Higher Education
Council (YOK), all members of which have been ap-
pointed by tho President of the Republic. Besides, the
Iattor is alzo entitled to appoint the rectors of all Turk-
ish universities, In order to express their pratitude,
the rectors who hsve alreasy been appointed by Ev-
ren, bestowed on him, nn Janusry 14, 1983, the title
of “Doctor Honoris Causa" and 2 honorary university
professorship for “his oxtraordinary success in restor-
ing peace and order in the country and for respecting
the jaw while doing it". A similar honorary title was
also confered on the military chief of Pakistar, Gene-
ral Zia UrHaq during his visit to Turkey in Aupust.

The Constitution provides also for the establish-
ment of the “Atatiirk High Institution of Culture,
Language and Mistory™ under the suporvision of the
Pregicent of the Republic, in order to *‘develop scien-
tific research, to produce publications and to disssmi-
nate information on the thought, principles and re-
forms of Atatiirk, on Turkish culture, Turkish history
and the Turkish language.”

7. Executive Power: Although the Constitution
provided for constituting 2 Council of Ministers from
amotg the members of the National Assembly, or from
among those who are eligible for election as deputies,
this organ will be mercly a rubber-stamp council , de-
signed to implement the general policles determined
by the military.

According to the Constitution, a MNational Security
Counci] ghall be set up unider the chairmanship of the
Pregident of the Republic. It shall be made up of the
Chief of Staff, of tho Commanders of the Army, the
Navy and the Air Force, and of the General Comman-
dger of the Gendarmerie as well as of the Prime mini-
ster and the ministers of National Defence, Interior
and Foreign Affairs. It is this eouncil which shall
submit to the Council of 4jnisters its views on taking
decisions and cosurinz necessary coordination for for-
mulating, establishing and implementing the naticnal
sccurity policy of the State. The Council of [ Zinisters
shall give priority considoration to the decisions of
the Nationel Sccurity Council. The Agenda of the MSC
shall be drawn up by the President of the Republic,
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Moreaver, a State Supervisory Council of which
the Chairman and the members to be appointed by
the President of the Pepublic and attached to the of-
fice of the Presidency of thc Republic, will have abso-
lute authority to supervise the functioning of the ad-
ministration. All public bodies and orpanisations all
enterprises in which those public bodics and organiza-
tions share more than half of the capital, public pro-
fessional organisations, employers’ associations and
1abour unions at all levels, as weil as public bencfit as-
sociations and foundations shall be subject to inqul-
ries, investigations and inspections carricd out by this
supervisory body. Then, the Council of Ministers will
have oo authority over the statc apparatus which has
becn placed under the direct supervision of the Prosi-
dent of the Eepublic.

Moreover, the President of the Republic has the
authority to preside over the Council of Ministers and
to dismiss any minister.

..AND THE ASSEMBLY AND PARTIES

Since the President of the Republic holds all cxec-
utive and judicial powers in his own hands and [n view
of the fact that all fundamental laws have alrcady been
enacted by the tilitary junta, the future Mational As-
sembly will bc but a sham designed for convincing
world opinion that Turkey hes returned to a parha-
mentary democracy.

Even within the narrow framework of its legisla-
tive activity, the National Assombly will always be
under the threat of boing vetoed by the President of
the Republic. Besides, the latter is also empowered to
call new elections for the Grand National Assembly.

2ut the main point for the time being is that the
first Naticnal Assembly will be constituted only by
the deputies of the three political parties which have
been pemmittec by the military Junta to take part in
clections: The Natlonalist Demaocracy Party (MDP)
headed by Retired Army General Turgut Sunalp, the
fiotherland Party (Ana-P) headed by the former vice-
nremier of the military governmeat, Turgut Ozal, and
the Populist Party (HP) headed by the former under-
secrotary of the same government, Necdet Calp.

12 other political perties set up after the adoption
of the new Political Parties Law were denied the right
to register for the poll as a result of obstruction made
by the Jurta. One party, the Grand Turkey Farty (3TP),
sst up by the followers of the defunct Justice Party
of Domirel, was officially dissolved by a decree of the
military junta. As for the others, they have bcen ex-
posed to an unprecedented practice of the junta. Ac-
corcing to the Election Law, for being allowed to re-
gister for the polls, a political party should have &t
lcast 30 founders who have not been vctoed by the
MSC. Until the lea tine, Aupust 25, 1983, the Junta
has vetoed 453 out of 750 party founders without
any concrete justification. Thus, among others, two
influent political parties, the Social Democracy Party
{Soden) and the True Path Party (DYP) which have
gained considerable support within the mass of the po-
pulation, lost any chance to participate in elections.

The military junta did not stop at that point and
recently drew up a new bill providing that only the
three political parties authorized to register for the
polls would be allowed to participate in the future Jo-
cal eloctions. Thus, twelve other political parties will
fail to pet any seat for at least flve years, neither in
the Mational Assembly nor in the municipal councils.

It should be stressed that the setting up of any
nolitical party on g working class basis or on the bas,ia
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of the Kurdish population of Turkey has alrecady been
forbidden by the provisicns of the Constitution. Even
if the other parties hal been allowed to take part in e-
lections, this would have been anti-democratic elec-
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tions. Let alcnc a working class party or g Zurdish
party, the military junta ies not cven tolerated the
competition of other right-wing partics with regard to
thcse which are obediont followers of Goneral Evren,

STATE TERROR

The militarization of the State under the guise of
a “‘parliamentarian regime’ has not met any organiz-
ed opposition, because from the very first day of mili-
tary rule all democratic, pclitical organizations and
trade-unions have been facer! with an unprecedented
ropression, The military junta which came fito power
under the pretext of nutting an end to political terre-
rism, has replaced it by State terror.

All politica] parties have at first been suspended

and later on dissolved by the Junta. Suncreds of poli- |

tical lcaders and members of Parliament, including
the former prime injnisters Siileyman Zemirel and
pilent Ecevit, have been prosecute? and jailed. Demi-
rel ansd 15 other former political Icaders are still in de-
tention in a radar base at the Dardarcles.

A military-backed government unc<r the piemicr
ship of a retire¢ admiral, Pillent Ulusu, has obedient-
ly been carrying into effect for three years the whole
policy leid down by the military junta.

idost of the civil povernors and of the 1,600 ma-
yors have been replaced by Bigh-rauking officers, and
all top bureaucrats by those whe enjoy Genoral Evren's
confidence. About 18,000 State cmployecs, 2,000
judges and prosecutors, 1,300 policemen, 700 univer-
sity professors, and 5,000 school teachers have beern
cither dismissed by the military or forced to resien
uider pressure,

As explained in detzail in the precéding Sulletin,
from the proclamation of martial law at the cod of
1978 up to Junc 30, 1983, Wiartisl Low prosecutors
dealt with 62 639 cases submitted to the martial law
courts which have already condemned 33.891 persons
for their political opinions or activitics. At present,
there arc still 21,046 persons in military prisons, 7,183
of whom have been condemne:, 13,432 arrested and
431 are in custody. 18,754 persons bave slready ser-
ved their priscn terms.

Curing man-hunting operaticns, more than S00
people were shot dead by the securdty forces in the
streets. According to 2 commuriqué issued by the
International Leapue for Human Rignts on Fobruary
19, 1982, only withia the first §7-month period fol-
lowing the coup, 170,958 were taken into custody
for preliminary investigation. Among them were also
203 members of Parliament, 79 joumalists or writers,
93 judpes or prusecutors, 35 district governors, 300
mayers, 6,191 teachers and 6,758 statoe employces,
[More thon 100,000 of them were releasad following a
3-month detention without court warrant.

bBesides, 5,854 morc pers:nsare still boing wanted
by the military authorities for their opinions or poli-
tical activities.

The Junta launched a denunciation compaign
azainst the wented people and within the course of
threc yoars the NSC has received about 150,000 letters
from informers.

At the beminning of 1983, the military heve an-
nounced that 406,000 citizens had been denrived of
the freedom of travelling beeause of legal proceedings
peadent azainst thera,

Hesicdes, » Dato Collecting Center was set up at

the liinistry of Internal Affairs and 2ll citizens of
Turkey are being registered with all -izta melating to
their private an:! orofessionel life as well as their politi-
cal opinions. The Liinistry anncunced in 1982 that
36,77t political activists had been apprehended due
to this computoer system. Computers are also being set
on the borders to check the dissidents’ trips more effi-
ciently,

The Pdinisterial Council decided on Apnil 1983 to
replace nationzl identity cards by naticnal sccurity
cards from 1984 onwards. The finger-prints of the
holder as welt as the usual information on his icdentity
will be indicated to and a photograph be attached to
the new cards,

Uhcreas the maximum capacity of the civil pri-
sons was of 55,000, the Hindstry of Justice announced
on June 20, 1983 that there were 78,886 prisoncrs.
67 new prisons arc being built in order to place the
surplus of the prison population. § special prisons
have becn built for those who were convicted of “po-
litical viclence acts™ by the military tribunals.

2y changing ten times the legislation of the mar
tial law regime, the martiol law commanders havo been
empaowered to order to shoot down any suspect in the
streets, to confiscate aud ban publications, records,
cogsettes, films, to search individuals and thoir resi-
¢enccs without any court warrant,

After the coup, all police forces too wore placed
under the guthority of the mertial law commanders.
The military junta has assigned a sum of 99 billion TL
to the recrpanization of the police forces. It was de-
cided to raise the aumber of the police officers from
50,000 to 121,000 and to set up a rapid deployment
force in each major city of Turkey. T’ith the assist-
ance of the Federal Teputlic of Gemany and the U-
nite:1 States, the police forces arn being equippecd with
modem weapons, srmoured vehicles and helicopters.

According to a law adopted by the MSC on June
4, 1983, persons whose activities arc considered harm-
ful to law and order will be foreed into a form of ox-
ilc by being confined to a certain locelity, The move-
meats of such persons from their allowed arca of rosi-
dence will be subject to permission from the martial
law authoritics.

Since all territory of Turkey is under martiaf law
those whe arg indicte:t for their political epinions and
activitics are tried by the militzry tribunals set up in
Turkey’s majoer cities,

The procedure applicd at military triburnals is
proof that the right to a fair trial provided by the Bu-
ropean Converition o Human Rights, is being violat-
ed, The bills of indictment arc based on confessions
obtaine under torture. At mass trials, the prisoners
ere not brought all together to court, only groups of
10 or 15 are allowe, In court procee-dings take place
without previously proving the defendants’ identity,
wthout previcus judicial inquiry; in some casos the
‘lefendants never appear in court, The witnesses aro
conditicned bofore being brought to court ; defendants
are given no possibility to defend themselves; they are
not even allowed to read their petitions, Tho time al-



lowed for the defence is very short and sometimes the
defendant is not allowed to speak in the court room.

The NSC, by modifying the Turkish Penal Code,
has aggravated the prison terms for acts of propaganda
and orgunisation based on socialist or fundamentalist
opinions.

DEATH SENTENCES

Orie of the most striking aspects of the 3-year mi-
litary repression has been the very high numbor of ca-
pital punishments called for at military courts. In spite
of the fact that the Council of Enrope adopted on A-
pril 28, 1983 an additional convention to thc Eurc-
pean Convention on Human Rights for abolishing the
death penalty, the Turkish ragime which claims to be
a Buropean democracy is carrying on the cxecutions.

Tithin the 3-year pericd 188 persons have been
seatenced tc death for political acts and 37 of them
have already bean executed.

As for the demands of cdeath sontences, the total
number amounted to § 353 up to September 12, 1983,
The distribution of the domends of death sentenccs
to political and trade unicn organizations is as follows:

- Revolutionary Path (Dev-Yol): 2,458

= Yorkers' Party of Rurdistan (PKK): 957

-People’s Liberation Party/Front of Tutkey
(THEP/C): 571

- Revolutionary Left (Dtev-Scl): 529

- Revolutionary Communist Party of Turkey
{TDKP): 177

- Kurdish ompanization LATA: 154

- Liberstion (Xurtulus): 118

- Confoderation of Progressive Trade Ugpions
{DISK): 68

-Union of kiamxjst-Leninist Armed Propaganla
(MLSPR): 57

- Revolutionary Vanguards of People (HDO): 31

- Revolutionary Communists’ Union of Turkey
(TIZB): 31

= National Liberation of Xurdistan (KXUX): 18

- Yorkers® Voice (Isginin Sesi): 18

- Kurdish omanizations Rzgari and Ala Rizgari: 13

- Poople’s Liberation Amy of Turkey (THKO): 12

- Kurdish organization TEKOSIN: 11

- Communist Lzbour Party of Turkey (TKEP): 11

~ Reorganization of the Communist Party of Tur-

key {TKP/TOX): 6

- Revolutionary Uniion of the People (DHB): 4

- Communist Party of Turkey/Union (TKP/B): 2

= Union of Socialist Youth (SGB). 2

- Revolutionary Liberation (DK): 2

- Association fer Fighting Unomployment (PIi): 1
- Nucleus of Revolutionary Red Ammy of Turkey

(TIEOC): 1

Begides, at a common trial concerning the Social-
ist Party of Turkish Xurdistan (TiISP) and PXK, the
prosecutor demanded 37 death sentences,

The total number of death scatences demanded
for the leadors and militants of the left and Zurdish
omanizations amounts to 5,550, whercas the rightists
risking capita! punishment are but 803.

Although the military, with the purpcse of creat-
ing the fmage of an even-handed policy, have started se-
veral trizls against the leaders and activists of the neo-
fascist Nationalist Action Party (FIHP), it is a fact
that at the oand of the 3-year period, all leaders of this
party, excopt Alparslen Titkes and his 2 aidws, have
beer released by the military tribunals,

In additicn to the left-wing organizations men-
tioned above, thousands of propressive persons are still
being tried at military tribunals, accused of being af-
filiated to the Ccmmunist Party of Turkey (TIP), the
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Vorkers' Party of Turkey (TIP), the Socialist *’otkers
Party of Turkey (TSIP), the Union of Labour (EB),
the Path of Partisan (PY), the Progressive Youth As-
sociation (JGD), the Labour Party of Kurdistan (KIP),
the Association of Patriotic Bevolutionary Youth
(YDGB), the Socialist Fatherland Porty (SVP), the
Revolutionsry Youth {Dev-Geng), the V/orkers™Pea-
sants’ Party of Turkey (TIKP).

As for the parties represented in Parliament prior
to the coup, the military took legal action against 203
former merabers of Partiament, 154 of whom belong
to the Republican People’s Party (CHP), 2 to the Jus-
tico Party (AP), 30 to thec Mational Salvation Party
(2SP), 15 to the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) and
2 independonts. Demirel and 15 other former politic-
al leaders who are for the time being kopt under sur
veillanec without legal proceedings being instituted a-
painst them, arce out of this number. The lcader of the
CHP Ecevit has boen jailed a fow times for his declara-
tions.

The Chairman of the MiSP, Necmettin Erbakan
was condemned to a 4-year prison term and 22 other
leaders of the party to prison terms up to 3 years,

According to the French Loague for Human Rights,
300 out of 1,600 dismissoed mayors of Turkey have
been arrested by the military following the coup,

Regides, many democretic organizations such as
the Association of Teachers (T3b-Der), the Union of
Architects and Engincers (TMMCB), the Union of
Peasants’ Cooperatives (IZ3y-Loop), the Turkish Peace
Committee, the Sar Association of Istanbul, tho Asso-
ciation of State Employees (Tim-Det), 25 progressive
trade unjons affiliated to DISK and even some organi-
zations connected with the pro-governmental Tdrk-Is,
the Union of Turkish Writers (TYS), the Chamber of
Chemists, the Assoclation of Univorsity Professors
{Timé&d) and the Popular Houses of Culture have also
been subjected to legal proceedings. The leaders of
Tab-Dar and L5y-Koop have alreasdy been sentenced.

TORTURES

Dospite protests from the international human
rights organizations, the military junta has never cea-
sed torturing its political opponents in interrogation
conters and military jeils. As it used to be during the
first 2 years of military ruie, in the last 12-month pe-
riod too numcrous torture allcgations have rcached
the world press,

One of the most striking revolations was made by
Abdullah Bastiirk, Cheirman of the Confederation of
Progressive Trade Unjons (DISK), during the session
of Decomber 15, 1982 of the DISK trial, attendod by
2 dclegation from the ICFTU, (Sec: Bulletin, Decom-
ber 1982). In his request submitted to the military
tribunal, Bastiirk saicd: “Even though no sentence hes
been renderedt and though we belicve it is impossible
for such a sentence to be given, the death sentence
that is wantod! for us hus slowly but concretely begun
to be executed through the conditions of confinement
we are suffering.”

The auditor zeneral of Tob-Der Abdullak Gilbu-
dak was beaten to dcath by jailers in the prison of
Ankara.

Amnesty International reported the death o f Mus-
tafa Heyrullahcphu, Mezlum Dogan, IZemal Pir and
Mehmet Hayri Durmus in military prisons.

All attempts made by international human rights
organizations for visiting Turkey’s military prisons and
interviewing prisoners, havc categorically been refus-
od by the military junta oi tho pretext that these pri-
sons were closed even for Turkish observers and re-
porters.
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Being unable to make heard their voice throucgh
normal ways, 2,500 prisoners went on hunger-strike
on July 4th, 1583 in the priscns of Istanbul. This re-
sistance action spread later on to other cities ar.d the
total number of political prisoners who started at dif-
forent times hunger-strikes of various dumticns a-
mounted to some 6,000. They mainly demanded with-
drawal of prison uniforms, and end to torture, oppres
sion and afl kinds of prohibitions, as well as suppres-
sion of the one-man cell system,

In their appeal to worl? cpinion, the hunger-stri-
kers also announced that Makan Mcrmeroluk, Scrif
Akksya and Hakk: Hocaoglu had disd due to torture
and jll-trcatment in military prisons.

Amnesty International declarer} that it was doubt-
ful whethor all allegations of torturc reported t the
authorities wero belng subjected to investigatizn zs
clhimed by the military junta,

PRESS UNDER CENSORSHIP

The Turkish press was put under censorship from
the very inception of military rule, In 2ddition to the
newspapers and reviews which had alrendy been for-
bidden prior to the military coup, three doily news-
papers, Demokrat, Aydinhk and Hergitn were indefi-
nitely closed down on September 12, 1980. Since then
meny newspapers and pericdicals have been subjected
to temporary bans on their publication. Those which
were temporarily forbidden in the past ycar aro men-
tioned below:

Milliyet, Tercliman, Giines, Fiirriyet, Cumhuri-
yot, Gilnaydin (all these six ncwspapers are the most
influential dailics of the country), Milli Gazets, Hokta,
Gomlik i 8rfezl, Aziziye Postasi, Fhirsdz, Idaya, Yeni
Nesdl, Turkiye, Isparta and Yanki.

Besice the official censorship, all newspapers have
been fcreed to practise self-ceasorship in order to pre-
vent any further ban on their publication,

According tc the daily Cumhuriyet, since the mi-
litary ccup (’Etat up to March 31, 1983, 98 journal-
ists have been prosecuicd by the military and 83 of
themn are stili being tried before military tribunzals or
sorving prison terms.

In addition tc thc joumalists mentioned in the
Bulletin of September 1982, during the past year the
following persons have becn subjected to lepal pro-
ceedings for their articles or publications:

Muzaffer Erdcst, Sacik Albayrak, Nezii Ilcak,
Ckay GOnensin, Mchmet emal, Oktay Akbal, Tora-
him Ank, Aydogdu fiter, Tehsin Yilmaz, Akin X vanag,
Aydin Senesen, Sezgin Tziln, Betin Toker, Coran
Heper, Yalgin Iiigiik, Sadun Atren, Arif Damar, Yeaz-
gihi Aldogar, Ramazan Glintay, Akin Simav, Yiimaz
Giney, Mehmet Ozpen, Aydogen PUyitkizden, Setver
Tanilli, Candemir Ozer, Sadi Qzansu, Osman Sahin, E-
mil Galip Sandaler, Arslan Baser Kafaogln, Aydin ¥a-
rasiileymanoglu, Nadir Nadi, Hasan Karakaya, A. Ay-
¢m, Kamll Taylan, S. Torfilli, Gidzel Aslaner, Osman
Yesil, Y@ksel Erdogan, Cezmi Xinml, Veyis Sozer,
Heyati Asilyazici, Savas Dinger, Siar Yalgin, Aziz Ne-
gin, Ferhat Akdez, Tamer Xayzs, [, Faruk Czbay,
Nazim Ozbay, Sahin Tekglndiz, Teoman Orberk, M.
All Eutiu, Dogan Yurdakul, Becep Marash, Miijaat
Gezen, Ozgon Segkin, Hasan Baykara, Deniz Katkavan,
Remzi Aydin, Istk Yurtcu, Mehmet Ataberk, Ersun
Gaze, Nter Aydopgdu, Sadik Glirbilz,

Besides, 18 distinpuished writers of Turkey, Aziz
Nesin, Bekir Yildiz, Acnan Ozyalginer, Silkran [ur-
dakul, Demirtas Ceyhun, Alpay Kabacaly, Osman Saf-
fet Arolat, Attila Ozkirimli, Atacl Behramosiu, Has-
met Zeybek, Crhan Apaydin, Asim Bozirci, Tekin
sénmez, Aziz Cohislar, Emil Galip Sandalc, Kemal Siil-
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kcr, Vedat Tiirkali and hichmet Ali Sebiik have been
trieq since January 6, 1983 as mcmbers of the Board
of the Turkish Y/riters’ Union (TYS).

On the other hand, the Turkish Radio-TV Corpo-
ration (TRT) had already been put under the control
of army generals. T/ithin the 3-year period more than
one hundred prosramme makers have been dismissed
or transferred to posts inconsistent with their profes-
sion.

The publication of a new newspaper or periodical
has been made dependent on the previous permission
of the local martial law commander,

All left-wingz books heve disappeared from the
shelves since the coup, and are unlikely to return cven
whon martial law is Hfted.

The campaign of book-hunting launched by the
martigl law guthorities hag been extended even to
school text-books. Besides, the military government
issues very often lists of publications printed abroad,
which are forbidden to bo Introduced into Turkey.

A new bill modifying the Press Law is boing dis-
cussed at the Consvltative Assembly. If it is adopted,
prison terms for press offenices will be much heavier
than before, the prosecutor will be allowed to call for
the ban or the scizure of any publication as well as of
sl printing facilitizs owned by the editor.

According to a press release of the international
Fedemtion of Journalists, Turkish journalists working
for Vestern papers or news agencies receive very of-
ten warnings relating to their articles or are beaten up
and threatened by police.

Not only the pross, but also ths other media such
a8 films, video-cassettes, records or musi-cassettes
have beon subjected to a strict ¢cnsorship by the mili-
tary. Among the films geizcd by the military, there is
alsc the prize-winner film Gandhi.

A covernment decrce has made it compulsory for
foreign indivicuals or companics wishing to shoot
films in Turkey to get a permission from the Turkish
State through the Turkish cmbassies.

The government has also drawn up a new bill for
tightening up State control on the film industry. It
provides that a previous permission should be given by
the authorities for shooting a film.

CLAMP DOWN ON THE UNIVERSITIES

Trouble arose in the Turkish universities with the
adoption of the controversial law on the founding of
a 25-member High Education Council (YOK) which
exercizes centralized authority over Turkey’s 27 uni-
vorsitics, their 6,723 professors, 12,000 tcaching assis-
tants and instructors end an estimated student-body
of 350,000.

Accordine to this law adopted on November 7,
1981, thc mombers of YOI~ as wecll as all university
rectors have been appointed by the Chief of the Junta.
V/th the adoption of the new Constitution, further
legislative restrictions were imposed on the universi-
ties, mainly a ban on joining poltical pertics and
inaking political statements.

On November 10, 1982, YOK began to Hquidate
all university professors or assistant professors who
are considered *“‘unacceptable’” by the military rezgime.
Until the end of 1982, about 450 university members
were dismissed from thelr posts by Jecision of YOK.

Nevertheless, unsatisfied of the practico of YCK,
martia} law commanders, using their suthority pro-
vided by law, ordered 10) university professors to be
dismissod,

Scsides, on Auzust 21, 1982, uew disciplinary
repulations were announced and consequently univer-
sity members and students have been forced to abide
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by YCK’s rules on clothing and outer appearancs. All
bearcier professors had to make a choice between two
alternatives: either to get a shave cr to losc their uni-
versity posts.

Protesting against these coercive mozsures, within
a 6-month period, 160 university members have cither
been forced to resign or asked for their retirement.

Having no confidence even in the universities pur-
ged by YOX and the martiallaw commmanders, the mi-
litary government has drawn up = new draft bill provid-
ing that the Armed Forces be ontitled t estzblish their
own universities and higher education institutions,

Within the framework of reshaping Turkey’s cul-
tural and scientific life, one of the most sinjster deci-
gons of the military Junta hes been the founding of
the Atatdrk Flich Institution of Culture, Language
and History. This public corporate body, provided by
the new Constitution, will be placed under the sutho-
rity of the President of the Republic and develop scien-
tific rescarch and disseminate information cn Atatiirk’s
thought, principles and reforms, on Turkish culture,
Turkish history and on the Turkish lanmare. All scien-
tific activitics in the country will be carried cut in ac-
cordance with the guidelines to be determined by this
institution.

OPPRESSION OF THE WORKING CLASS

The working class of Turkey has been the princi-
pal target of State terror gince the very inception of
military rule.

“he Confederation of Progressive Trade Unions
(DISK) has been suspended and its 85 officials are stifl
being tried by e military court in Istanbul. Chairman
Abdullah Bastiitk and 67 of his comrades risk the
degth penaity.

In adagition to this, more then 2000 trade unijon
officials and militants have been arrestad followins
the coup and most of them ere, besides, bainp trie?
by military ttibupals at scveral trials airaed against 25
trade unions affilfated to DISK. Scme other trado u-
nions, independent ones or offiliated tc Tirk-Is, have
also boen smibjected to logal proceedings.

As for Tirk-Is, the Confeceration of Turkish
Trade Unions, #t has not been suspended in award of
its collaboration with the military regime. The Secre-
tary General of this confederation, Sachk Side accept-
ed tc take part in the military povemment and hos
kept his geat despite violont protests from the world
trade union organizations. Althcugh the affiljation of
Tirk-Is to the ICFTU was suspended by the lattcr in
1981, this measure was liftcd this yoar on the ground
that Sadik Side exercized e more the function of sec-
retary general. Sadik Slde himeelf, however, repesated-
ly declares that he may retum to his post at Tiirk-Is
following the legislative elections.

Furthcrmore, aftet the adoption of the new Con-
stitution, the leaders of TUrk-Is menifested their sub-
mission to Geaeral Bviens dictatorship by presenting
him, during his visit to the head office of the confe-
deration, with a golden plate expressing their gratitudo
to the military Junta,

For three years, without waging aay strugele for
the workers’ intercsts, Tirk-Is has nevertheless been
keeping on collecting contributicas from its members.
Om the other hand, all propertics of D18 and its affili-
ated trade unions have becn seized by the State and
their members’ contributions have been collected by
the Curators appcinted by the raertial law commanlers.

Since the right to collective bargaining and strike
has been suspended, the level of wage increases is to
be determined by the Supreme Arbitration Council.
Acting in accordanco wilth the IiF'g sugpestion to
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frecze wages, this courcil has conceded ridiculous wage
increases. Vhereas the inflation rate of the past 3-year
period has been 100 percent, the total wage increases
nver the samc period failed to exceed 50 percent.
Thus, the workers have lost half their spending power
gince the time of the ccup.

Vrhereas a household of 4 persons needs 95,000
TL (ebout 1000 D) for its monthly rent and other
basic needs, the official minfmum monthly wages
amount still to 10,000 TL (about 100 DM) and the
present avorage monthly wages amount to 20,000 TL.

Yesides, the official number of unemployed rose
from 2,366,000 in 1979 to 3,324,000 in 1982; in
other words, the official unemplcyment rate has
reached 18,19 percent, whereas it was 14 percent
pricr to the coup.

The hiko of unemployment results from the reces-
sion of the natonal econcomy, which is caused by the
fall in spending power. As a matter of fact, the shate
of workers and employees in the national income bas
fallen from 32,5 pc in 1972 to 16,2 pc in 1982, Con-
soquently:

« 243 of all factories have failed to increase their

proeduction,

- the average capccity usage ratio in industry has

fallen down to 59 pe.

Despite a propaganda campaign, claiming that
the drestic ineasures impcsed on January 24, 1980 by
the IMF has boosted Turkish exports and foreign cur-
rency trangfers from Turkish migrant workers, official
statistics show s fall in both fields: Within the first 6-
month period of 1983, tite cxport incomes covored
only $8 porcent of tho import expenses wheteas this
ratic was 65 percent in 1982. asfor the transfers from
miprant workers, the total sum for the first S-month
perod of this year amounted to $600 million as it was
$740 millicn in the corrosponding period of 1982.

In addition to tiis fall in her incomes, Turkey will
bo cblige: to pay her foreign debt which has risen to
$20 billion with the loans granted by internaticnal {i-
nanciel institutions in eward of the concessions medo
to the IMF. Since there is nc hope for stopping the re-
cession andunamployment, the miiitary junta, in crdos
to make permanent the limitation of wage increases,
has adcpted 2 number of laws concerning social life.

As stresscd by the [CFTU, the now legisiation on
trade uninns and collective bargaining sct up by the
Turkish military suthcritics, makes literally impossible
the exercise of trade unicn rights. The strikes have vir-
tually been made impossible and replaced in most
cases by compulsory arbitretion under the conduct of
the Supremc Arvitretion Council which has alreacy
proved hostile to workers’ interests, The new restric-
tions are only just added to those already laid down
in the new Constitution, the cumulative effect aims
st making the unions submissive and at turning them
into instruments of the government and the employers.

The Turkish employers are so satisfied with the
new laws, that the Chairman of TISK (the Confedeta-
tion of Employers’ Unions) Halit Narin said: “¥e have
been weeping for twenty years whereas the trade v
nions were lsughing... Now it’s their tum!”

NATIONAL REPRESSION

The repression upon the Xurdish nopulation of
Turkey which existec since the proclamation of the
Republic, has gained gigantic dimensions after the
coup. Two thirds of the effective forcescf the Turkish
Army were sent to Turkish Xurdisten, Lately, the
heacdquarters of the 2nd firmy has been shifted from
the Central Anstolan city of iZcuya to Lialetya in the
rurdish area. /



Using aircrafts, helicopters and armouresd vehicles,
the commandc units rzid upon Kurdish villeges on
the pretext of “scarching arms”. After having besten
and insulted the whole population, they arrest those
who had taken part in any political or democratic
movement demanding respoct for the fundamental
rights and freedoms of the Kurds,

According to tho International League of Human
Pights, since the military takoover, 81,634 Xurds have
been arrested, many of whom have been subjected to
torture at the interrogation conters. Liore than ~ne
thousand Kurdish mijlitants are being tried under the
threat of capital punishment.

Thoe walls of the wards in prison wherc the Kurds
aro dotained, arc covored with cetchwords stating
*“One Turk is worth the whole world" or “How lucky
are those who say ‘Iam a Turk’I™

The Kurdish prisoners who resist humitiatizn and
inhumazan treatment undergo torture in military jails,
Amnesty International has made public many death
cases causod by torture in priscn. Lately, the AFP news
apency reported on Soptember 15, 1983 the death of
two prisoners in Diyarbalir military prison.

Not only Kurds but alsc Turkish intellectuals such
as university professor Ismail Sosikgl who defend the
rights of the Kurdish people, are sentenced to prison
terms up to 10 years.

The anti-Kurd operations dif! nct remain within
the borders of Turkey. A well-planaed rakiog operz-
tion against the Kurds in Iraq was launched on Aay
26 with the enfrance in Iragi territory of twoe brigades
belonging to the special forces of the Turkish Gendar-
mery and to paratrcop units. According to the Demo-
cretic Party of Kurdistan, the Turkish Army eticircled
betwoen 20,000 and 30,000 urdish civilians with a
majority of women, children and ol pecple. The
number of prisoners is estimated at about 1500-2000.
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STATE TERROR ABROAD

The export of State terror has taken as target not
only the Furdish people in the southern neighbour
country of Turkey, but also the opponents to the re-
gime who are livine abroad.

Since the military coup, 1,242 Turkish citizens
abroad have been ordercd to return and surrender to
the military authoritics. They are accused of “having
carricd out activities abroad aimed against the Turkish
State’’. 78 of those who have refused te refurn to Tue- ©
key have been stripper! of Turkish citizenship. 15 have
beon apprehended as they were crossing the border and
29 surmrendered themselves. The proceedings against
113 persons were ceased on the ground thsat their “in-
noceace” had been proved afterwards,

Among thase who lost their nationality arc also
prize-winner movie director Yilmaz Giiney, the fa-
mous Turkish sinpers Hellke Demirag, Sanar Yurdata-
pan, Cem araca and two editors of Info-Tirk, Do-
gan Ozgliden and Inci Tugsavl.

The Turkish Govemraent has already asked for
extradition of 246 Turkish citizens from European
countries on the grounds that they had committed.
the crime of political viclence. 36 of them have s} .-
ready been oxtradited. One of those wlio were under
the threat of extradition, Cemal Kemal Altun, com-
mittoed suicide in Derlin on August 30, 1983,

On the other hand, 10 thousand out of 80,000
demands for asylum made by Turkish citizens in the
FRG have been rejectod Inst year by the German au-
thorities. Their cxtradition has already started in se-
parete groups. After the landing of the plane, the extre-
dited persons are arrested by tho Turkish police and
imprsoned. Up to now, about one thousand refugecs
have becn granted asylum, whereas the overwhelming
majority of applications have been left in abeyance.

NEW TERROR INSTITUTIONS

A 3-ycar period of intimidation and tcrror and a
now state structure based on a despotic presidential
system are not ccnsidercd sufficiont by the military
junta,

Within a very short time prior to the legislative e-
lections, the NSC, acting as a lepislative body, has a-
dopted a series of laws providing for the setting up of
the institutions of repression, meant to replace the
martial law commands and tribunals in case they are
lifted.

Supreme Govemors: The temitory of the Turkish
State will be divided in nine repicns and each of them
will bo administratzd by a supreme govemor attached
directly to the Presicent of the Republic, The pover-
nors of Turkey’s 67 provinces will be placed under
the suthority of these nine supreme governcrs. Toth
supreme governors and governors are provided with
extraordinary powers equal to those of the presont
martial law commenders.

State of Emergency. Y/hen he deems it iccessary,
the President of the Republic can proclaim the state
of emergency in a certain region or throughout Tur-
key. Under the state of emergency, the supreme go-
Vernors of govemors can oot as martial law comman-
ders, Le, they can suspend the activitles of associa-
tlons and trade unjons, ban newspapers and periodicals,
coatrol all means of communication, order to shoot
at any suspect withcut warning, imposc compulsory
labcur and seizo the properties of any individual in
the public interest.

State security courts: They will be madc up of

nailitary and civillan judges and replace martial law
ccurts in order to deal with crimes committed against
tho State and its internal and external security. All
acts of organization and propsganda aiming at de-
fending the interosts of the working class and the
furdish people will be dealt with by these courts,
which will be located in eight major cities of Turkey.

Assoclations gnd rallies: Y/e have already seen the
rostrictions imposed by the new legistation upon trade
unio: rights and press freedam. According to two new
laws, all associations, professional organizations and
bar associations are placed under the girict control of
the State. They are no more allowed to make political
statcments or to take part in any action considered
political. The State supervisory Couneil is entitled to
control at any time all registers of assoclations and
professional orzanizations a3 well as trade unions,

According to another law, the governors arc én-
titied to ban any rally or meeting and the prosccutors
can open a lawsuit against the respousibles of the rally
oy meeting and prison terms up to 3 years can be call-
ed for,

Consequently, with the new structure of the State
and the extraordinary powers of the President of the
R.epublic, the new pericd of “parliamentary dem~cra-
cy” will bo a mero caricature of the democratic sys-
tor: as provided by the European Convention of Hu-
man Fights, and the preseat regime will continue at
least for six years under the dictatorship of five gene-
rais, authors of the military coup of September 12,
1980.





