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JUNE 5 ELECTIONS: ANTI-DEMOCRATIC ELECTORAL SYSTEH AND
FASCIST TERROR PREVENT THE PEOFLE FROM MANIFESTING THEIR WILL

ARKABA (ITA) ~ June 5, 1977, more than 20 million voters will go to the polls in
Turkey to slect a new Natiomal Agsembly apd one-third of the nunbers of the Eenate.
But no one can claim that these electioms are being held in a way to secure the particip-
ation of all voters, eapecially of those of the opposition parties, and the legislative
representation of the toiling masaes,

Firat of all, the actual electoral gystew of Turkey is the main obstacle to a democ~
ratic legislative representation.

Secondly, the terrorist acts carried on by both the security forces and the para—
silitary fascist "Gray Wolves" commando units intimidate many people to go to the polls.

Turkey has witnessed meny c¢hanges on the electoral system for the past 22 years,
following the birth of wulti-party era. In the origin of each alectoral law, it is
impoasible not to detect the influence of the ruling parties, either the Republican
Paople’s Party (CHP} or the Justice Party (AP).

The first electoral system was the majority system and the party list obtaining the
most votes was to get all seats regardlesa of votes obtained by other parties no
matter how close a race it was. But this pystem became aboomerang for the CHP in 1950
elections and contributed to the overvhelmfng victory of the Democrat Party (DP).

The military, author of the 1960 coup imposed a proportionsl system to give smaller
parties a more equitable representation.

The most democratic system was adopted in 1965 elections. The Rational Remainder
fivatem enabled the votes of parties which fsiled to clear the barrier on the provin-
eial level to be counted on the national level. The surplus vote wers now added to
the natiomal remainder. Seats not distributed in the provinces were distributed =t the
national level in proportiom to the extra votea of parties, This system enabled the
vewly formed Workers' Party of Turkey (TIP) to be represented in Paxlisment with 15
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But the CHP and the AP, fearing the groiwing popularity of the TIP, changed the
electoral system in 1969 again, Thus, the small parties have lost the chance to be
represented efficiently in the legislative body. For example, the TIP had lost 13
seats in Parliament in 1969 elections.

Youth and Workers Abroad Do Not Have
The Right to Vote in general elections

Another anti-democratic aspect of the electoral syatem iz the fact that 2.5
million youths vnder the age of 21 in Turkey and more than 1 million workers abroad
are deprived nf voting. Taking intc consideration that the reglatered woters in Turkey
are shout 20 million, 17 per cent of them who constitue’ the most conscious sector of
the population do not have word on the administratiom of the country.

Within the recent legiaslstive term, none of the political parties who are vepresented
in Parliament showed any effort tu guarantee the right to vote to the youths and the
warkers abroad.

The propogals to lower the voting age in Turkey to 18 has been oppesed by bourgeois
parties on grounds that people of 18 are of school age. But this fails to reflect the
eeneral situation. Two and a half million youths are to gain the right to vote if the

. roposal is passed, With the most cptimistic assumptions, omly 300.000 of them are in
schools. The remazining ones are workers, employees, and carry responsibilicles like
cother citizens older than 21,

On the other hand, despite many promises, the Turkish workers abrcad atill canmot
vote, The proposal to recognize the right to vote to the workers abroasd has been
always obgtructed in Parliament by the right-wing parties. The Republican People's
Party {CHP) too has not carried on necesgary efforts to pass the bill, Now, during
the electoral campaign, the CHP tries teo convince the workers shroad to have their
anaual vacatione at the bepinning of June and to come to Turkey in order to vote in
favor of CHP. But practically this proposal is not realistic, since the time of wvacati..
is generally determined in accordamce with the requisites of the employers., Further-
more, because of the unemployment in European countries, the Turkish workers are
generally afraid of leaving the country where they work even in the vacation time.

Primary Elections Are Alsc Obptacle
To A Democratic BRepresentation

Party candidatea are determined through primary elactions. This system was introduced
‘et 1965 Law on Turkish Political Particse as a part of electoral reform. The goal of
sponsors of the reform was to reduce the influence of the party headquarters and the
local political bossee over the selection of the party candidaten.

Howevey, the Turkish primary system im not as democratic as one would think at first
glance. In fact, the detemmination of the candidates of bourpeois parties etill depends
on the will of a ilimited number of pecpla.

First of all, all party primaries are open only to party members, While 20 million
voters are registered, party adherente in Turkey do not exceed one million. Yet it
_remains problematic even for the rank and the file to be able to vote all in the party
primaries. Becauge, a teaporary dippnaition of the Law on Political Parties allows the
parties to limit the mmber of the members who can vote in the primaries. Only a limited
nussher of delegates indicated in the party statues are allowed to vote,

Yet, the smaller the number of the delegates ere, especially in some provinces where
parties do not have many menbers, the more sasy it becomes for those seeking the party
candidacy at the top of the 11nten to try to influence the delegates by illegal means
such as bribing them.

On the other hand, the party headquarters can veto the nomination of any person
who 1s considered as adverse to the ruling fraction. Por example, before the recent
;Timaries, &ven the CHF headquarter vetoed participation in piimsaries of 89 candidates
who are accused of being "left" more than the official CHF line,
- Ilfl
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Security of Elections Threatened By the Fasciats

Since the 1961 Constitution imposed new guarantees for the security of elections,
all the control and supervision of electoral procedure are carried on by judicial or-
gens, The Supreme Election Board, composed of seven regular and four alternate members
who are elected by the High Court of Appeal and the Council of State among their
judges.

The Supreme Election Board provides an additional guarantee for democratic and fraud-
free elections. The same body reviews and passes final judpement on all irregularities,
complaints and objections regardinpg election matters during and after electionss, includ-
ing priméry electione and electoral propaganda.

Deppite these constitutinnal guarantees, the Nationalist Fromt Government viclatee
the security of elections through illegal means such as mebilizing the state forces and
para-military "Gray Wolves" eommando units to threatem the voters who favour the left-
wing parties.

¥or example, all posters put on wall by the Workers' Party of Turkey (TIP) are
torn down by the pelice and the gendarmery, and party leaders and militants are detained
wwithout any justification. In ankara and Istanbul, local leadera of the TIP were
attacked and wounded by the adveraaries of the party.

The state-owned Radio-Television Broadcasting Corporation {TIRT) too makes its utmest
in order to prevent the TIF from propagating socialism during its electoral campaign.
According to the press commminue of the party headquarters, the TRT ﬂdministrat1nn
censored the party slogana such as "Dowm with chauvinism, only sayout: scocialism!™
"Forwards for independence, democracy and socialism!", “Let's place the £lap of
gocialism in Parlisment!™

Leader of the Republican People's Party
algo under armed attacks

The May Day Masgacre in Istanbul and armed attacks on Ecevit, leader of the Repub-
lican People's Party (CHP), during its electoral campaign in three towns have been
most striking examples of the violation of the security of 5 June elactionm in Turkey.

While the identified provocators and executors of the May Day lMassacre which caused
34 persons to die and hundreds to be wounded ate still at large, the contents of a
tape recording of Ecevit's comments durimg the assault on himself in Siran were dis-
closad.

The followings are the extracta from the tape recording:

"1 want the security forces to do their duty... I am calling to the security forces.
You cannot let the public be stoned and clubbed. Send them (assailants) away. If vou
don't I'11 come and do it. We will not leave the children and the country to those
bandits. (Gunshots). Don't worry, don't be afraid ladies. I am here. If they are
going to kill, they are going to kill me firat."

(To the scettering sendarmerie scldiers):

"Commander... Your duty is to prevent those stoning these people. Do not let a
handful of kids crush the Turkish soldier: Are you going to let the soldiers be
cerushed by a handful of kids?"

After his rveturning from electoral campsign, in Ankara, Ecevit made the following
atatement on the asssulta:

"The dangersT encoumtered during my trip are natural. When there is no security
of life in Ankara, in the streets, in the schools, in the dormitories, T am not ea—
titled to seek aecurity for my life. Either our lives are ensured as a whole, for
everyone, or ncbody hag it.

"I am glad to be among you again, but my mind is ie thope far, unreached parts of
the country, where I left people, without security, without the State.” o
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Identified Assassins Still At Large

On the other hand, in order tec prove the fact that the May Day Massacre was planned
and executed by the astate security forces, a film which had been tsken of the magsacre
was showm to the press on may 15, 1977 in Istanbul.

In this film one can see clearly three policemen who had gone up to the top of the
Water Department Building and opened fire on the crowd below at the Taksim Square.

But they have never been arrested.

Eeside these political assaults and assassinations, the para-military fasciat

“Gray Wolves” Commando Units have murdered pine persons within only 2Z-week period.

May 13: Policeman Rlistem Cankaya was shot tr death in Ankara,
May 16: Student Mehmet Albay wae shot to death in Ankara,
May 17: Student Zeki Biik was shot to death in Istanbul,
May 18: Student Ekrem Tar was killed by a homb explosion in Ankara,
May 19: Driver Ismail Bilgi was shot to death in Trabzon.
' Student Enver Bzdek was gtabbed to death in Adana.
May 20: Student Adil Kener was shot to death in Gazismtep,
May 24: Student Erol Erbiger was stabbed to death in Turgutlu.
Worker Muatafa Yifit was stabhed to death in Seydigehir.

e Thus, the total nunber of the political assassinationa’ victime rose from 228 to
237 within 25-month period of the Nationallst Fromt Government.
Furthermore, ex—~colonel Alparsian Tilrkes, leader of the fascist Naticnalist Action
Party (MMF) smd the Deputy Premier of the Nationalist Front Governmment has openly declared
that the "Gray Wolves" Commendc units would establigh order at the polls without heaitat= |
ing to shoot if necessary, Thﬁ aim of this threat is to prevent the left-wing voterz from
going to the polls.

Journasliats Tried Before Military Tribunala

Military tribunals are alsc charged with intimidating the opposition press. Recently,
a military tribunal in Istanbul condemned Mr. Tektag Agaoglu, Editor of weekly Gergek,
to one year imprisonment for defaming the Turkish Armed Forces. This verdict was
approved by the Military Court of Cassation,

Migs Leyla Climbiig, Editor of weekly Halkin Sesi igs alsn being tried before the zame
military tribunmal on the same charge for having criticized the Turkish Armed Forces'
military operation in Cyprus.

The lawyers claim that the milirary tribunals are not suthorized to judge the
journalists and these trialg are violation uf the Turkish Comstitutiom,

“~  Big Bourgeovisie For 4 Stronpg Government

Turkey's leading industrialist Vehbi Rog called on the citizens of Turkey to vote
in the June 5 electiona end to secure the formation of a stromg government.

"fhe elections are very important. Everyone should go te the polls and caest their
votes for the party they belléve in," said Kog. "It is our major wish that a powerful
government can be formed after the polle, There are many problems, domestic amd inter—
nationsl that only a powerful goveroment can golve.

He also added that the government would have to repair relations between this country
and the US and with the European Economic Cummunity.

For the big buurgeoinie of Turkey, there ie no difference between the Justice Party
and the Bepublican Pecople's Party and any of them ahould come to power alonme. But if
it is not posmible, the big bourgeoisie favours a AP-CHP coalition government.

AP _and CHP Race Por Gaining The Confidence Of The Bourgeoisie

While the Justice Party (AP) is openly defending the iuterests of the bourgesisie,
the Republicen People’s Party (CHP) tries to wake the mame thing with a programme
promising more reforms which will secure the sccial peaca.

Party Cheirman Ecevir, during his electoral campaign, has attacked on the left with
the purpose of gaining the confidence of the United States and the big bourgeoisie,

Deapite the fact that some "left" groupa are unconditionally supporting the CHP
and accusing the Workers' Party of Turkey (TIF) of dividing the left votes by particip-
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ing in the elections, the CHP leader Ecevit warned the party candidates smd organisations
that they should not approach other left proups snd views paying "do not go to them

and do not say "let us be together, since you are leftists and we are leftieta’,

because we are all different laftists. To claim we are the game would lose us confidence
of the people and the left ag well. It 1s imposaible for us to satisfy all thope
differences in the left at the same time,"

sngwering criticiem frow . left  circles that the CHP is & "revisionist party,
deviated from the leftist ideclegy", Ecevit said "This criticism im wrong., We determined
our democratic lefrist philosophy through the time, together with the people, according |
to the conditions of our country. It belongs to us, therefore it cannot he deviated
from any leftist ideoclogy born in feoreign countries, and neither could we have revised
something that we never had anything te do with."

Ap to the Turkish-American relatioms, Bcevit said that the CHP attributed due
importance to these relations.

"4 pomsibility that the Turco-US relatione may be harmed will only occur in case the
US createa the impression that it is supporting a certain side or in case doubts spread
that ﬁmer1ca le directly or indirectly involved in domestic incidents which cause
discount in the country,” Ecevit said,

e
Dowmirel's Pist and the United States!

Prime Miniater and Justice Party Chairmen Silleyman Demirel said the most important
issue of the country for the June 5 electione will be "procuring stability”, and called
on 81l “"nationalist forces" to unite for "atability".

"In order to achieve stability and coherency, all nationalists should unite in aim,
faith snd determination, for the sake of the motherland in the Justice Party,” Demirel
said,

Demirel claimed the diaturbance in Turkey ie the reeult of a “conspiracy” staged
by communism not only in Turkey but in all the werld which aims to divide and deatroy
the Turkiah Republic.

"The Justice Party regards it as & duty to fight apainet communism for the mnther-
land, as & prerequisite of nationzlism. It alao believes that no matter from which
party, it is a compulsion for all children of the motherland to join the Justice Party
in this fight."

In its electoral campaign, the Justice Party trieg to exploit Demirel's meeting with
President Carter in London,

Semi-official news agency AA informed after Demirel's meeting with US President that

“pemirel raised his fist and landed it on the nepotiation table sayiap "I will not let
anyone walk over Turkey's rights."

The fist issue received bipper publicity in Ankara than Demirel's actual accomplish-
ments ot shortcominge in Londom. While the Ieft—wing press was mocking with it, pro-
governement politicisns too reacted to the "fist" incident. Vice-Premier and Natiomal
Salvation Party Chairman Necmettin Erbakan gaid in a campaipn speech: “he has hit his
fist on Carter's table, Don't make me laugh. Who is he do that to Carter? He went there
with his fat body to do sommersaults before the Americens, begging them to help him.™

Two_rightist partise and the Cyprus Problem

Twe far-rightist parties too dimcloged their electoral manifests.

The Rational Salvation Party {MSP)} will declare the independence of the Turkish
Pederated State of Cyprus, demilitarise the Apean islands contrelled by Greece and
turn the "Haghia Sophia" (St. Sophia) Museum back into a mosque am in the days of the
Ottoman Empire, in addition to developping relations with Moslem countriea, if it
comea to power alone, according to the MSP Electoral Manifest.

On the other hand, the Electoral Manifest of the Nationalist Action Party (MHF)
demanded that Cyprus should belong to Turkey as a whole: "The MHP opposes giving any
concession Iin Cyprua. It is out of question to consider that comcessions can be made
given opportunity for a Greek Cypriot superiority which is the prujectiun of Greece
on the island which belung to Turkey as a requirement of national security, its
interests and geogrephy.” oS
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Workers' Party of Turkey (TIP) Hominated Workers

While the seven bourgecis parties are racing in order to satisfy ruling claeses
and Teactionary circles, only the Workers' Party of Turkey (TIP), with its programme
and candidates, defends the intercsts of the working peonle of Turkey.

The TIP which participates in the elections at 15 out nf 67 provinces of Turkey
showed totally 1B3 candidates, Of these candidates 44X are workers and trade-uniom
leaders, 5% rural workers, 127 techoicisns, 7% teachers, 20% socialist intellectuals
such as writersm, journalists, doctore, lawyers and 2% artisans.

The TIP leaders accuse both the Justice Party {AP) and the Bepublican People's
Party (CHP') of carrying out their electoral campaigne on the base of anti-communisy
and of nominating the army commanders who are respcnsible for the vialation of
human rights during the period of military rule between 1971 and 1971, The Commander
of Naval Forces and the Commander of Egkisehir Meartial Law Headquarters take place
on the CHP tickets, and the Commander of Istanbul Martial Law Headquarters and the
President of 4&nkara Martial Law Tribunal on the AP tickets.

Another repponsible of that period, Commander of Air Forces, is already a CHP
representative in the Senste.

On the other hand, during the recent primaries, the CHP Headquartere vetoed parti-
cipation in primaries nf 8% candidates who are considered "left" more than the official
CHP line. . {C-DN~M=-H=-PR~DG~-ET-27/5)

TURKLSH WORKERS IF DELGIUM CARRY ON THE CAMIAIGH
AGAINST THE REPRESSION IN TURREY

BRUSSELS (ITA)} — The Turkisgh militants nf the twe trade-union organisations of
Belgium, FGIB and CSC, who carry op a campaipn apainst the repression in Turkey,
gent the following letter to the democratic forces of Belpium:

“Turkey is at a turning point of its history. Yor the first time, im Turkey,
it is posseible that after the June 5 General Electioms, 2 democratic government
be formed by the popular voting,

"The Naticnaliat Front Government representing the ruling circles, has resorted
to agsessinatioms, to the repression, te the tnrture, and used the Brmed “Giay
Wolves" comandc units against the people’s meetings, in order to intimidate the
democratic forces and to prevent the people frow having freely the Jume 5,1977
general elections. The aim im to prevent the workers frow getting conscience
and the people from having their destiny in thelr own handa.

"The lst May 1977 Maswacre in Ietanbul ie the lategt example of these
oppresgions,

"We do not have any doubt that, deapite every kind of repression snd different
provocations, the people of Turkey will paag this period with 2 great puccess.

We believe that all democratic forces out of Turkey must manifest their aolidarity
with the democratic struggle of the people of Turkey,

"Taking into consideratiom this necessity, the workers of Turkey affiliated te
the CS5C and to the FGIB organised on May 4, 1977 a press conference in order to
inform the public opinion of the realities of Turkey. So started the campaipn of
aclidaricy. _ /

-
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"The Turkish militapts of the two trade—union oryanisationa in Belgium, baing . . o
congcious of the fact that they are obliged to defend the cconomic snd democratic. .
tights of the Turkish workers of diffarent views, call on vou, inorder to fiurther .
in an efficient menner this campaign of sciidarity, to sipn the text enclosed and
to return it to the addresses af the two trade-unions. The signed texts will he gent. -
to the President of the Republic of Turkey. Friendly vours. ' e

C5C TURKISH SECTION = - FGTR COMMITTEE FOR THE WOREEBS OF TURKEY

THE TEXT TO BE SENT TO THE FPRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Hr. Fahri Korutiirk
Pregident of the Republic of Turkey
Cankays - Ankera - TURKEY

~

Mr. President,

\«  The undersigned desire that the Turkish people be poverned democratically and
that 1ts liviop conditions be immproved from the economic, soclal afd political’
point of view.

To that purpoge, we would ask you, ag the President of the Republie, to exerce
your initiative

~ in order to stop the repression, the oppression and the assessinations which
strike only the democratic forces of Turkey and to unmask the guilties;

- in order to arrest and to bring before the justice the responsibles of the
st May 1977 Workers' Massacre.

We have every confidence in the people of Turkey and we desire that it be free
to choose ita own representatives who are capable to construct to-morrow a more
just and more democratic society.

We hope that your pressing sppeal will be beard.
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